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A TRAMP PHILOSOPHER

By William Restelle Shier.

“Why den't- you go to work, you

.. Jazy fellow ?"’ asked Mr. Dives junior
of Lazarus, the tramp.

“With my humble apoligies, Mr.
Dives, may I ask what kind of a job
you have yourself "' Lazarus, who
had a bit of spare time on his hands,
was spoiling for an argument.

#Why, what makes you ask 7"’

“Ob, I was just thinking that you
might get me a job at the same kind
of work you yourself are doing” re-
plied Lazarus indifferently.

“Well, what impertinence !’

“I beg pardon, ‘Mr. Dives, but I
misunderstood you.”

“Why, man, I don't work at all!"

“Indeed, how is that ?”"

“YI don't need to work, I never
Bave worked and it is not likely that
X ever will work’’ explained Mr,
Dives junior with a haughty air.

¥Oh, 1 see”” surmised I
®'you are a thorough-going Chri
Secientist."”

“No, no,  man, how do you make
that out t”’

EThis way, Mr. Dives. You don't
work. You say you don't need to

work. I presume then that vour im-

agination serves to supply all your

wants, such as your food, your eloth-

ing, .your housing and your plea-
»

“Say, old fellow, have you ever
worked for a circus or a comic op-
era—clowned, I mean ?"" Mr. Dives,
who also had a bit of spare time on
his hands was bécoming genia).

‘“Do you wish to insult me, Mr
Dives "’ said Lazarus in a wounded
tone.

“Insult you? Say, you are really
a first-class jester.”

S “I am very serious’’ retorted Laz-
arus in a grave voice. ‘‘You ask me
if I have ever worked.”

““Well, what of that 7"’

““You have told mie, Mr.. Dives, that
you do not work. Would you work if
you were offered a job 7"’

““Certainly mot’ answered young
Mr. « Dives. “It would be beneath
my dignity.”’

““Ah, sir, there is the point. It is
also beneath my dignity to work 1"

“Jesting again ! Why, you
common, low-down person. I sup-
pose, however, that it is beneath
your dignity to beg.”

““And you, Mr. Dives, what of your-
self 77’

‘‘“—er—er—er—r—r—I—er I, I guess
T am an uncommon and extraordin-
ary person.”’

“Perhaps you are, Mr. Dives. That
is why I suggested that you might
be a Christian Secientist. But let us
see. May I ask if you beg, and if you
answer in the negative, if you would
beg 1"

Mr. Dives vehémently protested
that he would never beg, no, not ev-
en if he were starving.

‘“Then, do you steal, Mr. Dives ?"*

Mr. Dives replied that as he was
too respectable to beg he was too
honorable to steal.

‘““Yet you live'’ said Lazarus with
aring of triumph in his voice. “Now
how is that possible ? You say that
you are not a Christian Scientist
and that you do not work or steal.
et you eat, you wear the best of
elothing, you live in the finest of
houses, and you ride in the latest
automobiles. May I ask how you get
these things without working for

area

them, or stealing them ? You must
indeed be—'
“Police | Police !”” 'shouted Mr.

Dives angrily to two constables at
the corner. ‘“Here lock this man up !
He has been listening to those med-
dlesome agitators and is beginning
to make a nuisance of himself | Here,
take him-away and lock him up ! He
is a menace to society—"’

And poor Lazarus, the.philosophic
tramp, was led to the station.
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AN IMPORTANT STUDY
By Amicus.
You have heard of Socialism, have
you not¥ Do you understand it ?
Do you know who the Socialists
are, what they stand for, what they
are kicking against.
Perhaps you think it is something
A akin to Anarchism. 1f so, you are
“badly mistaken. Or perhaps you
+think it is a scheme to divide up the
* wworld's wealth equally among its in-
Y . Again, you are badly mis-

Eaken.

. Socialism is none of these.things,
nor of the many other nonsensical
“things it is commonly supposed to
be.

The fact is, my friend, every thing
in the world is changing. To-dayis
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