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dual churches are the bishops or pastors, and the deacons ; the number of these 
being dependent upon the numbers of the church ; and that to these, as the officers 
Of the church, is committed respectively the administration of its spiritual 
temporal concerns, subject, however, to the approbation of the Chfirch.

XXVI. They believe that no persons should be received as members of Christian 
churches, but such as make a credible profession of Christianity, are living accord­
ing to its precepts, and attest a willingness to be subject to its discipline ; and that 

should be excluded from the fellowship of the church, but such as deny the 
faith of Christ, violate His laws, or refuse to submit themselves to the discipline 
which the Word of God enforces.

XXVII. The power of admission into any Christian church, and rejection from 
it, they beiieve to be vested in the church itself, and to be exercised only through 
the medium of its own officers.

XXVIII.—They believe that Christian churches should statedly meet for the cele­
bration of public worship, for the observance of the Lord’s Supper, and the sanctifi­
cation of the first day of the week.

XXIX. They believe that the j-ower of a Christian church is purely spiritual, 
and should in no way be corrupted by union with temporal or civil power.

XXX. They believe that it is the duty of Christian churches to hold communion 
with each other, to entertain an enlarged affection for each other, as members of 
the same body, and to co-operate for the promotion of the Christian cause ; but 
that no church, nor union of churches, has any right or power to interfere with 
the faith or discipline of any other church, further than to separate from such as, 
in fa:th or practice, depart from the Gospel of Christ.

XXXI. They believe that it is the privilege and duty of every church to call 
forth such of its members as may appear to be qualified by the Holy Spirit to -"istain 
the office of the ministry ; and that Christian churches unitedly ought to consider 
the maintenance of the Christian ministry in an adequate degree of learning, as one 
of their especial cares ; that the cause of the Gospel may be both honourably 
tained and constantly promoted.

XXXII. They believe that church officers, whether pastors or deacons, should 
be chosen by the free voice of the church ; but that their dedication to the duties of 
their office should take place with special prayer, and by solemn designation, to 
which most of the churches add the imposition of hands by 'hose a ready in office.

XXXIII. They believe that the fellowship of every Christian c'lurch should be 
so liberal as to admit to communion in the Lord’s Supper all who- e faith and god­
liness are, on the whole, undoubted, though they may conscientiously differ on 
points of minor importance; and that this outward sign of fri ternit > in Christ 
should be co-extensive with the fraternity itself, though withe it .nvolving any 
compliances which conscience would deem to be sinful.
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