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»..I..ve that ,h.re .8 any ground for this doctrine." " Kver,^ such phrase explains
itKHf. and not onlvph,loio.. but common «enso disclaims the notion that whT
(lay ,s spoken of .n term« like those in the first chapters of Genesis, and describedas cons.stmff ot an evenm^ and morninp, it can be understood to he a seculum "

I^t us sec. however, whether common sense necessarily leads to such a conclusionShould we not at lea.t shmce at the traditions of the Hindoos and other nations of.nt,,.nty as to the creation and the deluge, in seekin, to interpret the phraseology

S r Will r'l
"""'"• *" "'"' ''''' ""''' '^"^^ " ^'^'''"^ resemblance, thatSr \\.lham Jones pronounces the Hindoo and Hebrew accounts of the cre-at.on and of the delude to be almost identical 7 If science proves that " tbo.vcnm, and the mornin," of the days of creation cannot have had the usual meln>n« artaihed to those word, by us, but must have been connected with periodsTtus see whether common sense leaves us no alternative bu: to adopt a Zr^ln^.

pretat.on, winch. ,f accepted, presents the Mosaic narrative to m as a ttrL ofmistakes. In mterpreting any ancient literary production of remote aXitycnt,cs generally make use of the light which contemporary works shed upon i' IIth.8 .s ospecally the ease as respects the meaning of w.>rds. Even in slZL^c.works t ere are many expressions that are now altogetl>er obsolete, and thatCdho unHUelhg,ble but for the aid which contemporary literature supplies to usLet us turn f.om the Mosaic narrative to a work attributed by the Hindoos toMenr, the Noah of India, and let ns see whether, in the remot« eras when Mos !and Menu wrote their historic, of the Creation and of the Deluge, the words 'thvenmg an the morning" might not have l.een applied to periods asTe Us ud^ s. The sun " we are told, " causes the division of day and night, which are ofuvo sorts those of men, and those of the gods ; the day for tne l.fbo;r o all "eturosmthcr several employments; the night for tlir slumber. A mon h .day and n.ght o the Patriarchs
; and it is divided into two parts ; the br^^ t

1 l"" \ tTT '""'""
' ^'" '^"'^ '^'^'^ '"^^'^ "'«ht for sleep. A vMa day and n.ght of the gods

; and it is also divided into two halves 'the daywl^n ^e sun moves towards the north; the night when he moves towards thesouth AVe are next told that a tho.isand divine ages make a day of BTahmu •

his night has also the same duration."
^ ^ranma .

The evidence, therefore, of a n=«-rativo similar to the Mosaic cosmogony bear,out fuly the view of Hugh Miller, that -the evening and the moml-'odays of creation referred to perJ<.Kfe.
^ ''

wJ!i"r'°'" '"'^'''V"
"^'' "^ P'™'''™ '^"^'''"'^y f"-- '^^ ^'Snl^^ion of time bvwh ch there was a gradual development of the year into the great year, and o

f

ngh nndday mto "the evening and the morning " of period^ or great dlys
peculniriy interesting. ^ ' '

As the i>rimitive year began with the rising of the stars in Taurus in the even-

21 o TT ^
""'- " •""'='" " '^*' '''''' ^^» ^^y' «' ''''^^on, t-hi.u

did not consKst of morning and evening-hut of " the evening and the morning."The day of the Mosaic cosmogony is of a more primitive type than that ot

o\TZ:.:T'\ ''"' '"'"" '^'^'""^"^""^ "''^ ''' --'"^' ^^''^ the litterof a more modern characf-r. and begins with the morning. The Hindoos hold Ih..
the Twelve .Nights are an image of the year." The German peasantry, iuher -.-


