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twelve hundred years ago, calls Audomanis L...,op of Boulogne and
Tarvana. There is also a remarkable circumstance, viz., the tradition of
the mhabitants, that St. Patrick governed the diocese of Eoulo-ne or of
the Morini, as bishop before he set out for Ireland; nay, even to tJio
present day, green ribbons are worn there on his festival. Malbranc in
order to prove the truth of this tradition, refei-s to the chronicle of [he
Morini, tlie catalogue of the bishops of Boulogne, and the life of St Ar-
nulphus of Soissons. lie, however, assigns a longer period to his mir
try than can be reconciled witli other circumstances of St. Patrick's

Tlie most esteemed biographers of St. Patrick assure us, that itm Armorica the Saint abode when made a captive; and he himscl
forms us tl.at the place of his captivity was not far distant from the r
dence of his family. Fiech's Scholiast states, that certain pirates en-'
gaged on a plundering excursion in Armoric Gaul, carried St. Patrick
and his family captive into Ireland. In 40.3, the date to which the first
captivity of the Saint is assigned, Niall, an L-ish prince, ravaged succes-
Bively the coasts of Britain and of Gaul. Keating says, " I have read in
an ancient Irish ma.iuscript, whose authority I cannot dispute, that St
Patrick and lus two sisten. were brought captive from Armorica, or Brit-
tany, m the kmgdom of Franco, into Ireland," with whom O'Fhiiiortv
agrees on the point of his captivity. Probus calls St. Patrick's country
and the town whore his family lived, Arimnric or Annorica.

It may be asked, how can this Armorican origin of St Patrick bo
reconciled with the Ne.nthur of Fiech ? This name of i\cmthur is inter-

^^hc. St. I atnck was born
; it was the name of a country or province

try ^^e find in Gaul, the province of Neustria or Noptria; it comprised
the extensive t^act situate.l between the Meuse an.l the Loire, and cu„
Bcquoiitly the territory of Boning,... An.l here again Probus, consistent'
in his account ot M. I'atrick's country, gives the true meaning of Fiechby asscrimg .l.at I^mayem. the bir,l,,I..ce of the Saint, wasl the pro!T nc of Jscytria In chronicles and breviaries, aiui Uy JV..bus l.lnilf,
fit T ntrick ,8 styled a Bnton. In ohler tracts of this kind, liritain wiu
Ha.,1 „. general terms to be his country

; but in later onen, it .a« roceiv dtI.o a ,,inct " (Jreat ;" an.l l.ence the e.-rreetur of the llolicn breW tog^mrd ngamst this interpolation, has, in the lessons of St Patriel's
office designated his birthplace as Britannia (iailieana. This was , hoI^-.tmn o P,.ob..s, and which St. Patrick must have meant,Z
•m;nt.oi,s having been with his parents in Britain

; for there
1jni.iiM in wiiieJi iiir jDwii of Bonavem Tal
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lliongh promj,ted by u desire to visit his friends and relatives in liis


