
PROCKKDTNOS OF TIIK (.'ANADLVN (JOVERNMENT AND PAIILIA-

MENT HEKORK THE COMPANY WAS .JKOlJUHT OUT IN LONDON.

The aci"o:np!uiyin^r iniip of Nova Scoti.-i. on which the position of the railway

is marked, shows that thi ohjoct in view in ponstrnctin^ it was to shorten the

joiirnoy fr«»rn ports on th«' Gulf of St. Lawroncf^ to potts in the Hay of Fiiiuiy and

also further south, by transporting' vessels by the railway across the Isthmus

of Chignocto, thus avoiding the nt'cessity of j,'oing out into the Atlantic and

round Nova Scotia, and ctl'ccting a saving of aovoral hundred miles. From the time

when the provinces* of Canada were federated and became the Dominion of (Canada

in 1866, an increasing interest wa.s takt-n in opening a ronte across the Isthmus

of Chignecto in order to efftct this purpose. The idea took practical shape in

N»tvember, 1870, when a lloyal Cotnmission specially reported upon the feasibility

of a Ship Canal across the Isthmus, and strongly reconunended its being carried

out. The Report said that the creation of a trade channi'l across the Istlmus

would jusi/ify its construction at almost any cost.

The Government intetided to carry out the work with public money, and in

1872 and 187:5 the (Conservative (lovernmcint then in office voted money to

commence construction. The Liberal Governnn'iit, which came into office in 1874,

continued Lhis policy and also voted money for construction. The work was first

estimated t(» cost !?.'),:U7,()0(). Subseiiunit surveys, however, placed the cost at

a much highi-r figure, indeed some of the estimates were as high as nine or ten

million dollars, and these increased estimates led to a pestponemeiit of the

scheme. Meantime Mr. K.'tchum, a C'anatlian civil engineer, placed proposals

before the CJovernment for a Ship Railway instead of a Canal. These were sub-

mitted to Mr, (^ollingwood Schr.nber, C.M.G., Chief Engineer to the Canadian

Governineni, and his Ktport is ipioted in an Order in Cotincil, approved April iOth

18S2. As the siibs<"(|uent Acts of the Canadian Parliament were passed on the

recommendations contained in this Onler. it is set out on page 4.).

The Order in C'euneil shows that before Parliament was asked to grant a

subsidy, the Government were entirely satisHed as to the advantageous character

of the Ship Railway proposals. It states in brief:—

1. That for many years great importance nad been attached to obtaining

means to shorten the water tlistance between the St. Lawrence and the Bay

ot Fundv.

2. That with this object the scheme of a Ship Canal had been kept in

view since 1820.


