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11 I. ast„iM.l,iii,' Imw „n„ii ih,. i,r„,„,ri„,n ..f iM.,i,lur.- In ,. «.il ,an Iki

inlluMUrrI l,y cuitivalion. S,„l when ull„w.-d t.. irrnain f.>r a tiiuf un-
di«ti.ii«..l. Kra.lualh s,. * into whot i* known as u nipiUnrv ion,liti..n.
lhr.,uf:l, wl.iili wal.T in llie soil WIow i» brou.L'lit r.-.i.lily to 'tlio surfiwo.
whi.n. II |.va|„,ratc«. If soil i» ..lloviwl 1„ n.n.uin \mg in tliia condition.
It will iHiii); «iit,T lliuK fron, .oi;«l,K.ralilc ili'inlis. Tlii. iiloii-hiiu? "f a
«oil l.mik« lip this cupillarv- «trii( luri'. anil »iil.»..,|ucnt cultivation |iii|.

Tensca it ami mhucs it to a pood ronilili.m of tilth. AftiT tils tlio

nicr.' siral,l,in- of tli.. <oil lo il„. ,|,.pil, of an liuOi or t»„ Iriivo. thn
surface in a r«iroiis conilitiof wliich ada like a iiiiilcli nn.l prevents inneh
of llie moisture Mow from e«<a[Mns. Thus, hv jii,I„ioiis culllvati.,n.
the proimrlion of iiioigtiiro In a soil can he reKuliil.d and loss , ontrolled
In till* a-ay crops can often be produeod on .<emi.arid land, loo d-v to
give lavouiiJile results with ordinarv treatment.

.\ few n.onients niusl now !>, jiveii lo !he latter part of mv subject,
rcferrinj; to the f,'reat progress made in agriculture in Canada during the
past few years.

rwenty-lhree years ul'o farming in Canada «,is ,11 a verv d.-jiressed
condition and in ].ns! -he House of Commons appointed a Select Com-
mitlei to enquire into lids sid.jVet and to suiigest the best means of
developing a;'d encouraging the agricuKural ino^rests of this country.
Careful Investigation le.1 to the cuidusioTi that the gcuieral lack of suc-
cess was not due to any fault of the soil or climate, nor lo want of indus-
try among the farmers, hut ,0 ,1, ,,,,ive farming from want of skill and
knowledge In nil branches of tliis work, ami up to this time, no provi-
sion had been made by the (iovernment to remedy this. There Is pro-
bably no industry engaging the attention of mankind that requires more
skill and general Information to conduct successfully than farminz
Competition In food products is kei-n throughout the civilized world,
and the farmer must turn to practical account every advantage within
his reach to improve the quality of his products and to lessen the cost
of their production if he is to Improve his position.

The Committee recommended that the Government should establish
experimental f.irms, where experiments might be carried on in all
Lranches of agriculture and horticulture and that the results of this
work should be published from time to time and distributed freely
among the farmers of the Dominion.

The recommendations of the Committee were favourably received
and early in 188G an act was passed authorizing the Government to
establish a central experimental farm and four branch farms. The
central farm was to be located near Ottawa and the branch farms in
diffcnjnt parts of the Domi-^j. one in the Maritime Provinces, one


