
THE SOUTH SEAS

ELECTRICITY had bam Ujrinf one oocut »ft<r tnothar undtr

tribute, bwidn kll the contincnU untO tb* world wu m-
mcthed with it* oonduoton, with but on* grMt bar* (pot,—

th* VHt Paoific Ooean. Thii wide expuue of eome 8,000 milee

looked too (onnid»ble to fiiunoien, u well M to oeble en(in-

cen. But there were men whoae moving epirit embrMod ioid*-

thing beaidei doUua tnd cents, whoee horiion wu not bounded

by the circle of lelf-efgrandiiement, men with previiian, who
build (or future generktione. Such men Mw the Puifie laving

the ihore* of part of the Britiih Empire on the eait iide, ai

well ai on the west side. Let us bring these aides together, let

them clasp hands, let thr-n no longer be strangers to each other,

let the bond be oomplet , so that M parts of the British Empire

be united by one eo luous gi " for mutual progren and

solidarity, such were the feelings .1 sentiments that aotuated

the men to whom we owe the Pacific Cable, and to no man is

more credit due for unselfish and steadfast devotion to the cause

(or upwards of a quarter of a century, than to our own fellow

eitisen, 8ir Sandford Fleming. I will not recite the diffioulties

•noountered and obstacles thrown in the way to thwart the en-

terprise; suffice it to say that Great Britain, Canada, Australia and

New Zeikland jointly agreed to lay the cable. On October 31s(,

1902, the last section was laid.

A few words about the cable and laying it. Let it be re-

membered that the section from Vancouver to Fanning Island

was about a thousand milee longer than any cable that had hither-

to been laid, and gave rise to differences of opinion among experts

as to how much copper was necessary in the conductor for efficient

work; for evidently it was useless to have the other three sections

of the cable more efficient than the long one. It may be re-

marked that with the same sised conductor, a short cable is (u
(aster than a longer one.


