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copy the constitution which Burke and Somers and Sidney and Sir Tljonias

Mooro lived, or died, to securo or save. Out of those august elemonls, in the name
of the future generations who shall inhabit all the vast regions wo now call ours, I

invoke the fortunate genius of an United British America, to solemnize law with

the moral sanction of Bieligion, and to orowu the fair pilkr of our freedom with

its only appropriate capital, lawful authority, so that hand in hand wo and our

descendants may advance steadily to the accomplishment of a common destiny."

And at St. John, New Bmnawick, in the following month of the

same year, Mr. McGeo says :
" There are before the public men

of British America, at tliis moment, but two nours$es ; either to drift

Vtith the tide of democracy, or to seize the golden moxiient and fix

for ever the monarchical character of our institutions I " "I invite,"

he continues, " every follow colonist who agrees with me to unite

our efforts that we may give our Province the aspect of an Empire

in order to exercise the influence abroad and at home to create

a State, and to originate a history which the world will not

willingly let die
!"

In another part of the same paper, Mr. McGee very solemnly says

;

" This being my gonontl view of my own duty—mj sincere slow-formed convict iou

of what a IJritish American policy should be—I look forward to the tiuve wljon

these Provinces, once united, and incrca.siug at an accelerated ratio, may become a

Principality worthy of the acceptance of one o*" tlie Sons of that Sovereign wlioso

reign inaugurated the firm foundation of our Colonial liberties. If I am right, the

Eailroad will give us ujiion—union will give us nationality—and nationality, a

Prince of the blood of our an(ncnt Ivii'^!.'!. These speculations on the future may be

thought premature and fanciful. Ihit what is premature in America? Propose a

project which has life in it, and while ^till you .'^peculate, it grows. If that way
towards greatness, which i have ventured to point out to our scattered cou>muni-

tics be practicable, I have no fear that it will not be taken, even in my time. If it

ho not practicable, well, then, at hvist, 1 shall have this con.solation, that I have

invited the intolligenoe of these Provinces to rise above partisan contests and per-

sonal warfare to the coasideration of great principles, healthful and ennobling in

their discussion to the minds of men."

On the same subject, we find in a speech delivered at an earlier

day in the Legislative Assembly, the follomng passage, in which

Mr. MoGee eloquently groups in one view the main points of his

magnificent picture

:

" I conclude, Sir, as I began, by entreating the house to believe that I have spoken

w ithout respect of person.s, and vrith a sole single desire for the increa.so, prosperity

freedom and honor of this incipient Northern Nation. 1 call it a Northern N ation

—for ..uch it must btsoome, if all of us do our duty to the last. Men do not talk on

this continent of changes wrought by centuries, but of the even ts of years. Men do

iflot vegetate in this ago, tu they did formerly in one spot—occupying one portion.


