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ett io the Obrbtlao priodplet and character of the ombd who

shall be oarph7ile{ani^lowyen,teachen, uiiibter^ and otbar

poblic men who may teceiye the higher edacatioD protided

for in oar ooantty.

This great qaestion, dear brethren and friends, stands oat

rom, as it In Importaooe rises above, all qaestions of mere

political party ; bat it can only be settled by the aid of men

elected to the Legislatore. Althoogh we have no coanco-

tlon with the political parties or party qaestions of th« day

we feel that the principles of Ohristiacity, jostioe and patrioi-

Um, the interests of the preseotand fiitare generations of onr

coontry, demand as to onite wiUi yoa in ei^porting oidy iho«

men of any party in Uie pending eleetioiu, according as #to

believe they will sopporfe or oppow Uaifer^iy Befond andr

cqaal tights to all OoUeges, whether denbminationid or non-

denominational, according to their works in teaching the pre-

scribed Ettbjects of UDi7ersity edocation.

Let us then make oar rights, oar coantry, and oxic children

oar rale and watchword of action, and^hder the Divine

blessicg, their best interests will be secured.

By order and in behalf of the Ccnference of the Wesleyan

Metbodist Gharch in Canada.

JosKPU SriNsorr, D. D., President.

John Geulst, Seerelary.

Branl/ord, June 14, 1861.
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•boatoaa-iiinrth of the whole namber. It has Imn
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phere of a rellgioasless college."

to this aa«s(

aad haMts o

tsaship may
oouelettoe^
tha right to

hIssdaMb
heaotaslgl
the State in

thltpatpoie
how eaa U 1

whiohi whil<

SlatSi #«fpo
higher Intar

moiiol^
b]

have

APPENDIX.—N0TB3 AND ILLUSTRATIONS.

JVote A.-^lwuaike and inconsistency q/f Oie objections

against publte aid to Venomindtional CoUeges—Denomi-
national composition of Toronto University College in

comparison of that of (^ueen^s or Vifitoria College.

The following soitetnents and remarks of the Rct. Prin ipal

Leitch in n late speech, are as applicabi«> to the composition

fttd teactiinpr of V.ctoria College as of Qaet-n's ColUge.
« One of the argaments found uereseary to cover the mono-

poly of Toronto is that the other collf ge^ claiming a share of

the endowment are denominational. Now, it is difficult to

see what is meant by this. We deny that they are denomi-
national in any sense which ouf^ht to ezclndik them fr::m a

share of the grant. There is acdoubtedly a denominational

faculty at Trinity and Queen's College, but no one has asked

a share of the grant for their support. The ftculties of arts,

and law and medicine, are quite diajtinct, and it ia- only for

them that we claim a share of the endowment. The teaching

is not restricted to any denomination. Students of all de-

nominations may attend without signing any creed. Thei a is

no denominational teaching. The secular Professors do not

require to take a test either in Queen's College or Victoria

College. In Queen's College, the number of Professorft in

arts, law and medicine, not belonging to the Church of Scot-

land, is greater than the number of those who belong to it.

The only denominational element is that the B >tird of Trus-

tees are members of the. Scotch Church. But the public hare

to do, not with the denomination of the men who offer the

article wanted, but with the qaali'y of the article itself. Sup-
pose that government Advertised for tenders for government
stores, and that the offerers appeared with samples of their

goods, would it bejust to say to one man : Your flour is cer-

tidnly of the best quality, bat you are an Episcopaliap, and

NoitB.—Oii (A« Jffarmony of the System of Denominationai CloU

Uges with the timdamental Prine^Us of the 'Common SbAooI

. Sifttem.

(From a late Famohlet by Rev. Dr. Ryerson, in reply td

a Pamphlet by Dr. Wilson and Mr. Langton.)

The denominational Collegiate oyatem which I advocate is

in harmony vfUh the fmdamenUil principles cf our Common
School system The fundamental principle of that system is

jiOt, as has been absurdly seated, " the coo-sectarian prindi-
ple," for it has provided for both Protestant and Soman Cath-
olic Schools from the beginning ; and the law Iftaves it entirf^y

with the elected Board of School Trustees in Cities, l^owtta,

and Ineorponrted Yillagesto eatabUsh Oenomiiiational Schools

or not, jnst as they please. If the electors in any of these

MuDlcipa1itir;8 prefer Denominational Schools and elect a
Board of Trustees accordingly, they ean establiish any kind or
description of school they think proper, whether Church of

England, Presbyterian, Roman Catholic, male or female, &c.

This I have stated in my oflBcial reports from year to year,

when parties have demanded provisions for Denominational
Schools. I have said that in the rural parts of the country
thr-y could not be sustained, thoug|;i even there could bea
Protestant and Roman Catholic School in every section If

the people desired ; that in the citie?, towns, and villages

vrhere alone Denominational Schools can be sustained, the
electors have the power entirely in their own hands. Iffnor-

anoe of the law alone, therefore, could have prompted the
statement in the petition of " the Canadian Congregational
Theologieal Ins!it!Ute," tothe Legislature that the fundamental
principle of onr school system is *'the non-sectarian principle"
That is an incident, not a fundanaental principle of the ^stem;
for what is optional cannot be fundamental.

The fundamental principle Ofthe School system is two-fold.

First, the right of the parent and pastor to provide religious

instruction for their children; and to have facilities for that
purpose. While the Iaw protects eacl^ pupil from compulsory
attendanee at any religious reading or exercise against the

wish of bis parent! it ^so provides that within that limitation

"pupils shall be allowed to receive such religious instruction

as their parents and guardians shall desire, according to the

general regulations which shall be provided according to

law*" Tbei^neral regulations provide that the parent may
make discretionary, arrangements with the teacher on the sub-
ject; and that the clei^manof au^ Church shall have the
right to anys<diool house being within bis charge for one
hour in the week between four and five, for the religieuS: ia<-

struction of the pupUs of hif oWn Charch. Be it observed,

then, the supreme right of the parent and the corresponding

right ofthe paitor in regard to the religious Ihstrnetion of
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