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to the increafe of their numbers, their

wealth in proportion to their commerce,

and the capacity of the national force in

proportion to their wealth. The Venetians

and Genoefe no longer were able, by their

fuperior naval ftrength, to engrofs the

trade of Turkey and the Indies ; and the

Powers colonizing, having thus rofe from a

ftate of poverty and weaknels to that of

opulence and ftrength, nearly in the fame

proportion, were enabled to maintain a

balance among themlelves, and to preferve

their refpcdlive fovereignties and indepen-

dence among nations.

It is impoflible for a perfon who is ac-

quainted with the commercial hiftory of

Europe, and will trace the progreifive rife

of the different focieties from poverty to

opulence, and from weaknefs to ftrength,

not to acknowledge thefe truths, or not to

fee what muft have been the fate of this

ifland, had not the wifdom of our ancef-

tors promoted the fettlement of colonies,

and acquired foreign dominions. The
power of France and Spain would have

been conftantly growing to their prefent
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