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From St. Bernaifiey where the Fleet firfl came to an Anchor, up to

the Traverse, (a Diftance of 38 Leagues) there is a Number of Shoalsy

Sandit and little JJlands ' interfperfed ; and here indeed the Difficulty

of the Navigation feems to commence ; for the River of St, Laurence

is pretty clear and open till the Ships arrive off this Cw/^, and the

greateft: Danger to be dreaded is that of Fogs, or hard Gales of Wind
which may drive a Fleet on the S. or N. Shore; as was the Cafe in the

Expedition againfl: ^ebcc in the Queen's Time, under the Command
of Sk Hovefidon IValker^ and GenerA Hilly (A. D. 1711.) where the

Briti/Jj Squadron was run upon the Ifland of Eggs^ which they could

not weather, eight Tranfports (Iranded with 804 Men on board, and the

whole, thro' the Ignorance of the Pilots and Violence of the Winds, in

imminent Danger of being loft.

The Fogs are likewife very alarming to Mariners, and very frequent

in this River j fo much fo, that we ought to think ourfelves extremely

happy and much favoured by Providence, ( which through the

whole Progrefs of the prefent War feems in a particular Manner to

have diftinguiflied the Juftice of the Britijh Caufe) that our Naval

Officers were blelTed with a clear ferene Sky and moderate Weather to

work their Ships in, and to fleer them from Sand to Sand, and Shoal

to Shoal, in the moft difficult Parts of this hazardous Channel, keep-

ing their Courfe dired:, and Aiding up to the very Walls of the Town
without Interruption or one fatal Accident, without running on Shore

in one Place, upon Rocks in another, or cvanfoul o( ihtxv own Ships ^^

and guiding the Helm with fuch ExaSiitude and majierly Skilly as if

the Guardian Angel of the Britijh Realms had /V/^^' conduced this

moft fortunate Armament, and from every IJle or IJland^ Cape or Point

of Landy which it was dangerous to approach, had timely warned the

Engliflj Admiraly proclaiming aloud.

(C Hitherto JJjalt thou comey but no farther*
^.,4 ir

The following beautiful Lines of Claudian, if ever they were ap-

plicable to any Man, were fo in a particular Manner to Mr. Saun-
ders on this Occalion
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See the firft Pages of the Journal.


