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land to the coasts, and which I call ••^iisversal,

are the most difficult, and chiefly deserve the

attention of government. The roads h'>\\\

Mexico to Vera Cniz and Acapulco, from

Zacatecas to New Santander, from Gaada-

laxara to San Bias, from Valladolid to the Port

of Colima, and from Durango to Mazaltlan

passing by the western branch of the Sierra

Madre, belong all to this class. The roads by

which the capital carries on a communication

with the ports of Acapulco and Vera Cru2, are

naturally the most freqaented. The value of

the precious metals, of the agricultural produc-

tions, and of the goods of £urope and Asi^ which

flow through these two channels, i^mounts to the

total sum of 320 millions of francs per annum *.

These treasures pass along a road which resem-

bles that of Airolo at the hospital of Saint 60-

thard. Prom the village of Vigas to L'Encero,

the road to Vera Cruz is frequently nothing but

a narrow and crooked path, and the mosft diffi-

cult, perhaps, in all America, with the exception

of that, by which the goods of Europe a^^ trans-

ported from Honda to Santa Fe de Bogota, a!i^

from Guayaquil to Quito.

The productions from the Philippine Ilslands

and Pejpu; arrive by the road from Meiiea to

Acapulco. It is carried along a less rapid slope

* j(19iSS4,40(»1rteflh)g. Trans. "
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