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tho elt'cLiou of Thoiniis JofTLTson as rresidonl, Aiiroii

llarr aud Geori>-n Clinton as Vice-rrosidonts in 1801,

indicated a radical change in political opinion. JeHbrson

was a statesman of consideral)le power, ^vhich he exercised

with adniinislrative skill. He had bitter enemies to contend

with in carryini^' on thi; (rovernment, but warm and devoted

IViends 1o support his policy. Four new States had l)een

admitt(>d to the Union: Vermont, Kentucky, Tennessee

and Ohio, niukin^- now in all a confederatiou of seventeen

States. Louisiana, comprising then the -whole of that

immense territory enclosed by the Mississippi river, ihe

Paciiic Ocean, the Gulf of Mexico, and the British Province!^

in the North, belonged to the French by right of discovery,

lender the administration of .Tellerson that entire tract,

coiisisting of more than 000,000 square miles, was obtained

from France I'm- tho paltry sum of A 15, 000,000—an

acquisition ^vhic]l doubled the national area, nnd added

.S-3,0C0 whit.'S and -10,000 slavey to tlie federal population.

The .Tellerson administration had many dilficullies to

contend with. The relations between the United States

and Great Britain w^ere becoming daily more critical. The

right of search lor British sailors on American ships which

England insisted upon exercising, was considered an

insullerablo assumption, The Berlin Decree issued by

Napoleon in November, 1806, forbidding all correspondence

or trade with England, dellning all e^-^icles of lilnglish

manufacture as contraband, and the property of all British

subjects as lawful prize of war, induced England to issue,

in retaliation. Orders in Council prohibiting all neutral

trade with France or lier allies, unless through Great

Britain ; and to give efficacy to those orders she kept a

naval force at sea and cruisers along the coast of America.

The Americans, who till then had had a glorious time of it

in carrying and trading as neutrals, complained that they

suffered from the acts of the cruizers, that the conduct of


