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RELIGIOUS CONi)iToNS IN JAS'AN.

At a time when Japan political is
absorblng s0 much attention, it Is
natural that Japan religlous should
aise -be a subjeet of Interest. The
Rcv. David S. Spencer, for twenty
years a mission-ary of the Methodist
Episcopal Church lu Japan, ln a re-
cent issue of The Christian Advocatc,
gives a rather ecar presentation o!
the work done by the various Clirls-
tian denomnations ln that lanid. Mr.
Spencer regards the l)resent wa.r as
the struggle of Protestant civilization
against the onward movement of tic
Greeki Chu rch as represtznted by
Russia. Russia, lie says. stands for
the Orient, Japan for the Occident.
He loolis uroi Japan as represmnta-
tive of Engllsh and Arnerican C±îrl!E-
tlanity and commerce.

Nevcrtheless, Mr. Spencer recognizes
the lmmensity of the work Christian-
ity has yet to do ln that land. The
fo]lowing figures wlll convey sime
Idea of the facts as they are:

"The Roman Catholic Ciîurcli,
under the lead of most earnest and
scholnrly men, dlaims a memb?rsblp
of 56,000, the Grcek Catliolla Churcli
a mcmbersblp o! 28,000, and the Pro.
testant familles a membersbip of
about 55,000. These Protestant be-
]levers are alnost ecjualiy dividcd be-
tween the familles known as Presby-
terian, Congregational, Episcopal, and
Methodist, while the Baptists bave au
intcrestlng and growlng work. These
Protestants preach the Gospel regu-
larly lu 1,140 stations. There are some
500 organized ceburtehes, with 370
churcli buildings; 50,000 children are
ln the Sunday.schools. Abert 125
schools are open dally for the instruc-
tion of 12,000 students. One mission
press, the Methodist Episcopal. sent
out last year more than 700,000 vol-
umes of boocks and tracts, more tban
21,000,000 pages of Ciîr*.tian litera.
turc, over the broad land. The power

o! the press is evidzut %vlien wve c3i-
sider that there are more peop!e la
Jaliau who read the înoraing paper
than can b3 found la ail the Russias;
where elghty-one and a bal! per cent.
o! the chidren o! school age are eii-
rolled lu lir s--hools, an, aggregate
larger than in all Russia; where the
Engllsh language is a required study
lu ail hier schools, and %vhere thc. gov-
crnment sympathizes with ail the best
metbods o! deve'oping the mmnd and
building strong social and politital
institutions."

As yct, howe-ver, wve flnd only one
lu a thousaud of the Japanese popul.-
tion who believes iu the Christian f aitb>
whilc in America ininety-ý-onc and two-
thirds per cent. affirmn such a faltlî.
But whcn we consider that Protestant
missionarles began their worlc ia
Japan for thc first tinie lu the year
1859, and that political events in 1888
placed Christiauity at a. dccided dis-
advantagc for nearly twelve years,
when wc remeniber these tblngs, «we
f-ei that the worli done there since
1899 lias bzcen, lii very tri:th,
marvellous.

Bisiiop TiuonunNz oN, WHAT OTJGIT TO
BE PONE.

This is 'what this eminent authorlty
says with excluisive reference to his
own Clire-c, thc Mthodist Episcopal:.

"If aslzed for an estimate of the
meu ueeded, I sbould say that wc
should enlist at least 250 missionarles
withiu the next twclve înontbs. Do
not be startled ln that this number
seenis large. If you had flhc vlew
which I possess o! the actual extent
and Iraperative dcmands o! the work,
you would wvonder at Mny use o! so
small a number as 250. The painf ul
fact Is that we have become accus-
tomed to figures whieh are altogether
out of proportion to the vastness of
thc work whlch we have ln baud. Wc
shou]d send 75 mîssionaries to south-


