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not whetlier there in any excUse or technk.al right ola.imed by the
judge in question; anad it isacrnte poWsble tbut Mr. Justice Bit
ton Was a director before the above statute was pasaed anid Very
probably lias a large interest in the company, and is muoli inter-
ested ixr its 'vefare; but o also were Chancellor Boyd, Chief J1us-
tice Meredith and Mr. Justice MaeMahon interested in the com-
panies of which they were directors; but they thouglit it proper
to obey the law, and relinquishj the enioluxnents which came to
thein as such direetors. Surely it would be well if their example
were followed. A judge occupies a very exalted position, and
théit position lia& eominensurate responsibilities and obligations.
MWe venture to think that the profession at large recognizes the
praprii<4y of the enaetment in question, and will endorse the
sentiment so strongly expressed hy sucli a one as the Lord Chief
jilstiee of England.

THIE MALLACfY 0F THE DOCTRINE 0F PUBLIC P0LICY.

A iiemtoer of the Maryla1iL. Bar, NV. Irvine Cross, gives the
readern of the Ceniral Lauw Jourital his views or- this subjeet in
au interesting article, which wve reproduce. This is a very timely
w~arning. ln. the conclusion of the article hie speaks of the "judi-
eial ouîtrages~ that have disgraced our history in times of excite-
iiiei t. In this country we have not been afflicted in that way.
The outrages have been, so far as tlie Province (;f Ontario is con-
eerned, hy flue legisiature. We would cominend the following
criticism to their attention so that there inay, if Possible, be no I

more such outrageous legisiation. The article is as follows :-
The doctrine of Public Poliey bears about the saine relation t

to the law thiat the vermiforrn appendix doos to thec body--a
vestigial doctrine having littie Luncti on but to start trouble.

The essence of the doctrine, so far as forinulated, seems to be
tYhat a judge should not simply pans upon the riglits of the parties
before htim, but should be considering, alqo, how his decision will
affect the publie, or how it will be looked at by it. Chiief Justice
XVilnot, iin earneit behiever in the doctrine, putR it in these
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