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OBSERVATIONS

river Sf. Laurence, and by means of a moft extraordinary inland

navigation, fupply regions infinitely greater and more fertile,^ and

capable of a greater degree of population than chc American States,

full of rivets navigable to their fource, f " country four times as

large as the American States moll uiinecefTarily and illegally

given up, and moll unexpeOedly by the Ameiicans themfelves,

which Congrefs however neither has, or will be capable of con-

trouling, and which, probably, will divide into many indepen-

dent governments. But it will be a long time before the Ame-

ricans can manufafturc for ihemfclves. Their piogrefs will bs

(lopped

r,'~

.
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das, mt3Gh more fo than clfewhere, will foon be incited againft the

Spaniards. They will be fiipplied with arms and ammunition.—

Thofe provinces would have been a good barrier between the

American States and our iflands. In our hands they would

become populous by the migration cf Lcyalins and other advanta-

ges, inllead of remaining almoll defart under the Spaniards,

and if confidercd as a cisrb on Spain, her trade might be more

efFeaually molefted from the harbours of Florida, (
near which

every (hip from the gulph of Mexico and the Hav-nah muft paO,

)

than from Gibraltar.

f It is remarkable, that there is only one mile portage between

Cayahoga river, that empties iifelf into lake Krie, which finally

runs into the river St. Lawrence, and the river muOcingum, which

runs into the Ohio, and communicates with tl.e gulph of

Mexico, Nothwithltanding the navigation of the rivers St.

Laurence, and Mi(fi(rippi is obftrirfted in Winter and Spring ;
in

the firll by ice, and in the latter by'^he rapidity of the waters ;
and

noiwithftanding the dillance is not above 60 miles between the

navigable part of the Potomack which runs into the Cheafapeak,

and a navigable branch of the Ohio, yet the river St. Laurence,

( the exclufive trade of which belongs to Britain )
the lakes, the

Ohio, and Mi(ri(rippi will be the principal communications of the

vail country beyond the Allegany mountains.
. . . ._

The navigation of the Potomack above Alexandria u indiffer-

ert. The Sofquehanna being full of rapids and fallf, and not

deep, the navigation of that river is bad. All the rivers of the

American States which run into the oceui have in general bad na-

vigation, and only for flat boats from 5 to 30 tons, except as high as

the tide flows ; but thtMilTilTippi has no tide, and the rivers which

fall into it run through a flat country, and are navigable to their

fources. Our iflands, efpccially Jamaica, might receive fopplies

from the MiffilTippi (hips, while a cargo is preparing at Jamaica,

might at the proper feafon go up that river, if it is open to us, and

bring lumber, cattle, mules, and fopplies of every kind except

(i(h.
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