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ment, landed and commenced building a village

which, in token of their gratitude for the hospitality

extended to them by their friends at the last j)ort

of embarkation, thev called Pl\ mouth.

Finding this place to be beyond th(^ limits of

the Virginia Company, they perceived at once that

their patent was useless ; symptoms of faction, at

the same time appearing among the servants on

board, who imagined that when on shore they

should be under no government, it was judged

expedient that before landing they should form

themselves into a body politic, to be governed by

the majority. After solemn prayer and thanks-

giving, a written instrument was drawn up for that

purpose, and subscribed on board the ship on the

1 1 th of November 1()20. This contract was signed

by forty-one of the emigrants w^ho, with their

families, amounted to 101 persons. This singular

document is as follows :
—

" In the name of God.

Amen. We, whose names are undersigned, the

loyal subjects of our Sovereign Lord King James,

&c., &c., having undertaken, for the glory of God

and advancement of the Christian faith and honour

of our King and country, a voyage to plant the

first colony in the northern part of Virginia, do, by

these presents, solemnly and mutrally in the pre-

sence of God and one another, covenant and

combine ourselves together into a civil body politic

for our better ordering and preservation, and fur-
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