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of language, to examine the nature of composition and

of stems in the groups of speech of which they are

characteristic, to analyze the conceptions of grammar

and determine the elements and germs out of which

they have sprung, and finally, to ascertain the true origin

and meaning of the so-called rules of syntax, and keep

record of the changes that take place in the arrangement

of words. The mind of man has indeed been cast every-

where in the same mould, but the scenes amid which its

infancy was cradled, the conditions under which it grew

up, have differed materially and produced a correspond-

ing difference in the expression of its thoughts in lan-

guage. Two rivers may start from the same spring, but

one may flow, clear and limpid through granite moun-

tain ranges and silent forests into a tropical sea—the

other may run a turbid and discoloured course through

low marsh-lands, by steaming mills and crowded wharves

into a northern ocean. It is only when we have

thoroughly explored the morphology of each group of

kindred tongues, have seen how their inner form has

gradually expanded like the flower out of the seed, that

we can venture to bring our results together, to compare

the morphology of one group of languages with that of

another, and learn wherein they differ and wherein they

agree.
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