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affords excellent headquarters, and which are looked

upon with every favour by the authorities.

It must be remembered also tliat the accommodation

provided at Oropa is much better than what the people

are, for the most part, accustomed to in their own
homes, and the beds are softer, more often beaten up,

and cleaner than those they have left behind them.

Besides, ley have sheets—and beautifully clean sheets.

Those ho know the sort of place in which an Ital'

peasant is commonly content to sleep, will underotand

how mrch he must enjoy a really clean and comfortable

bed, especially when he has not got to pay for it. Sleep,

in the circumstances of comfort which most readers

will be accustomed to, is a more expensive thing than

is commonly supposed. If we sleep eight hours in a

London hotel we shall have to pay from 4d. to 6d. an

hour, or from id. to i^d. for every fifteen minutes we
lie in bed ; nor is it reasonable to believe that the

charge is excessive when we consider the vast amount

of competition which exists. There is many a man
the expenses of whose daily meat, drink, and clothing

are less than what an accountant would show us we,

many of us, lay out nightly upon our sleep. The cost

of really comfortable sleep-necessaries cannot, of course,

be nearly so great at Oropa as in a London hotel, but

they are enough to put them beyond the reach of the

peasant under ordinary circum^^tances, and he relishes

them all the more when he can get them.

But why, it may be asked, should the peasant have

these things if he cannot afford to pay for them ; and

why should he not pay for them if he can afford to do

so ? If such places as Oropa were common, would not

lazy vagabonds spend their lives in going the rounds of

them, &c., &c. ? Doubtless if there were many Oropas,

;|ii


