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tions of tracks from the Potodani sandstone, and footprints of

Hatracliians from the carljoniferons. Passin*; from this tlie

visitor enters the main tloor of the great Mnseum Hall, on

either side of which and along the centre are arranged the

Collections oi' Fossils, which are placed primarily in the order

of geological time, from the older to tlie newer formations, and

subordinately to this in the order of Zoological or l^otanical

classification. This arrangement enables the visitor or student

either to see the general order of succession of animal and

vegetable forms in the geological history of the earth, or to

trace any particular group of animals or plants througli the

several geological formations. At the extreme end (jf the Hall

are placed the collections of Minerals and Hocks, arranged in

regular series to facilitate their systematic study.

The basis of the collection in Palu'ontolouv is that r)f Sir

William Dawson, which is especially rich in Car])oniferous and

Devonian animals and plants, ami in the fossils of the Pleisto-

cene of Canada ; and to this large additions have been made by

subsequent collection or by exchange for tlie du))licate

specimens. Important additions have also 1)een made by

purchase from the Wni. Molson Fund, the Logan Memorial

Fund, and the donations of Mr. J. H. K. j\lolson ; also l)y

donations from the Geological Survey, and of Col. Gi'ant of

Hamilton, and other friends. The collection of minerals and

rocks is based on those of the late Dr. Holmes and of Sir

William Dawson, and large and important additions have been

made through the exertions of Dr. Harrington, who has also

commenced a collection of economic minerals of Canada.

Ascending a second fiight of steps, the visitor enters the

gallery of the great Hall. Here the collections in Zoohxjn are

placed, the Invertebrate aninuils in the table cases in regular


