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in reference ta the course wvhich bas been
pursued in regard te this Bill.

Hon. Mr. LOUGHEED-My hion. friend
bas no right te attributs qruestionabis mo-
tives ta ths Governmsnt or te make a state-
ment which. ie absolutely incorrect s te the
position I took in introducing the Bill. If
the hon. gentleman will look at the Debates
he will find that I made a statement of the
principles involved.

Hon. Mr. KERR-I heard all the hon.
gentleman said. I never heard one 'ward
from himi ta indicate that *he personally
approved ai the Bill, or that the Gevern-
ment had an honet conviction that it wae
their duty te introduce it, and to extsnd
the franchise as it ivas propased.

The SPEAKER-The language ai the bon.
gentleman je rather strong.

Hon. Mr. KERRI-The Bill je rather
strang. This ie a most iniquitaus intrusion
upon the riglit ai the soidier, who shauld
be leit fres and untraniinelled te carry on
the battie wbich be ie sent ta figbt. I say
this je one of the meet iniquitaus Bille in
that respect whîch I ever thought weuld be
introduced into an assembly like this.
The responsibility je taken by the Goveru-
ment; we have that much about it, but
who has said one word as ta thie bemng
proper legisiation, or about the new prin-
ciples introduced bers, ai preeenting ta.
men in a foreign land, same ai whomn were
net British soldiere until they took tbe
aatb ta serve as soldiers, men 'who have ne
stake in this country and were bers fer only
a short perîod of two or three menthe, the
right te vote, ta decide what ie te be the
dsstiny of thie country, and which party
ie te govern this country fer a furtbsr terni
ai probably five years. I say there je ne
justification for it. I listened ta ail that
was said, and what 1 noticed particulariy
was how little was said and haw înuch was
leit unsaîd. 1 do net blame my hion. irisnd
for being disgusted with hiaving ta inther
a Bill like this.

Hon. Mr. LOUGHEED-I ask my hion.
friend te retract thiat statement. He bas
ne right te make it. He bas ne right te
attributs false motives ta me.

Hon. Mr. KERR-My statement is
qualified. I say if that je the reasont why
we have net liad the statement, we aught
te have it now. I think we ought net te
let it pass unnoticed. The idea ai the
Government, on the last day of the session,
with prorogation ta taks place in two or

three hours, presenting ta the country and
asking the Senate ta endorse a Bill with ail
that this contains within its four corners,
and asking ta confer the franchise on
people who are figbting the battis of this
country on the continent, who are spread
over different countries, je impracticable.
This franchise ie only to be given ta a
portion of these men. There is a distinc-
tion between those in ans country and
those in another. What about those who
happen ta be in Egypt when the election
takes place? What will bappen ta those
in Constantinople, or those who snay be
sent ta South Afrîca ta fight in defence of
the Empire, when the elections corne on?
We have ne intimation of the date on
wbicb the clection will be beld, but we may
assume it is going ta be as sean as the
Governmsnt can bring it on. This is bsing
dane by men who 'have stood up in their
place in Parliamient (and soine outside af
Parliament have echoed the statement>,
that %ve were net alive te the responsibiiity
of aur position, and thiat they, forsooth,
wbo were hunting votes, unknown in their
method af working except when sxposed
in election time, are gaing te work this
thing out se as ta snap a verdict, and get
votes fer men who have ne right te be trou-
bled or bothered about veting. What will be
thought of us as a deliberats body, being
the firet people who ever presentsd te an
army of men who are trying te carry our
flag on te victory, ballot papers asking
thsm to vote? What will be thougbt of
men who at such a time as this lose sight
of the great issues befare the world, when
the great batties ai the worid are bsing
fought in -the greateet war that bas ever
been known, a war in which the greatest
number of men are engaged that have ever
waged any contest, fighting for the lives
and liberties, flot only of the people of
this country but ai the world-what would
be thougbt ai thîs deliberative body, this
Parliament ai Canada gettî-ng down te the
petty question ai how to carry an election
by taking poils under circumstancees such
as are known in the province ai Manitoba.
and especially in the county ai Macdonald,
and that je te be called the f ree voice of
the people ai Canada, and we are sup-
possd ta confer a great privilege on these
people. Who is going te identify the meü?
Who je gaing te eay how they are to vote?
How many people are gaing te be allewed
ta canvas them before thsy vote? What
provision ai protection îe te be given ta
the men who are on the fightîng line, who
are under the officers known ta be inost


