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The Speaker: 1 declare the motion camred. Accordingly, the
bill stands referred to the standing committee on justice and
legal affairs.

My colleagues, your Speaker finds himself in somewhat of a
quandary. I have been approached by hon. members of Parlia-
ment who wish to be recorded as abstaining from the votes.

1 have two choices. I can have them stand, put it on the record
and declare them out of order or 1 can simply ask those who want
to abstain from the vote to risc and I can declare them ail out of
order at the same Urne.

1 surely do flot want to make ligbt of this. Because we do not
have a mechanismn for abstention 1 would ask the committee on
voting procedures to take this into account at some future lime
in its deliberations.

Mr. Iftody: Mr. Speaker, 1 would like the record to show that 1
stood in my seat and that I would support neither the motion to
kili the bill nor the bill in its present form. I would like a
clarification of that from the Chair.

Mrs. Ur: Mr. Speaker, 1 would like to have it recorded that 1
was present during the vote but abstained.

[Translation]

Mr. Gauthier: Mr. Speaker, in this House, traditions have a
significance that cannot be overlooked. I think we have an
obligation to conform to what is customary in this respect.

It is assumed that if a member is present, he will make his
opinion known as bis constituents have asked him to do, whether
he is for or against a bill. To abstain is flot an option, as we see it,
and we therefore object.

Some hon. members: Hear, hear.

The Speaker: 1 want to thank the hon. member for Roberval
for bis opinion. He is right. The reason I rose was to explain my
dilemma. It was simply for your information. 1 thank all
members for their attention.

April 5, 1995

Government Orders

11557


