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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Wednesday, November 24, 1976

The House met at 2 p.m.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
[English]
CENTRAL MORTGAGE AND HOUSING
CORPORATION

PROPOSED INVESTIGATION OF ALLEGED EXCESSIVE PAYMENTS
FOR LAND IN WINNIPEG AREA—MOTION UNDER S.0. 43

Mr. Dan McKenzie (Winnipeg South Centre): Mr. Speaker,
I rise on a matter or urgent and pressing necessity under the
provisions of Standing Order 43. In light of the investigative
reports in the Winnipeg Free Press revealing that the Manito-
ba Housing Corporation, which has received millions of dollars
in funding from Central Mortgage and Housing Corporation,
has been paying above appraisal costs for land, such as $123,-
000 to MBS Construction Ltd. for a piece of land it could have
bought for $86,000, and considering that government spending
is in dire need of being controlled, I move, seconded by the
hon. member for Portage (Mr. Masniuk):

That this House directs the Minister of State for Urban Affairs to include in
the terms of reference of the newly announced task force on the supply and cost
of serviced residential land in Canada an investigation into the financial opera-
tions of Central Mortgage and Housing Corporation with a view to saving
taxpayers’ money on land deals, especially in the Winnipeg area.

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The provisions of Standing
Order 43 require the unanimous consent of the House for the
presentation of such a motion. Is there unanimous consent?

Some hon. Members: Agreed.

Some hon. Members: No.

* * *

STATISTICS CANADA

ALLEGED EXCESSIVE USE OF CONTRACT PERSONNEL—MOTION
UNDER S.0. 43

Mr. Elmer M. MacKay (Central Nova): Mr. Speaker, I also
rise on a matter of urgent and pressing necessity pursuant to
the provisions of Standing Order 43. In view of the many
revelations of poor management and circumvention of Trea-
sury Board rules contained in the most recent report of the
Auditor General of Canada, and in view of the current investi-
gations into certain aspects of the activities of Statistics
Canada, I move, seconded by the hon. member for Capilano
(Mr. Huntington):

That the practice currently underway at Statistics Canada relating to the
hiring of personnel in the Systems Development Division, particularly since
1972, be reviewed by the minister because the use of contract personnel instead
of regular Statistics Canada employees has reached alarming proportions, with
the consequent unnecessary imposition of expense without any corresponding
benefit in terms of capability, as well as representing in this area a frustration of
normal Treasury Board policies.

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. Pursuant to Standing Order 43
the presentation of such a motion requires the unanimous
consent of the House. Is there unanimous consent?

Some hon. Members: Agreed.

Some hon. Members: No.

[Translation]
UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

SUGGESTION COMMISSION MAKE DECISIONS MORE QUICKLY—
MOTION UNDER S.0. 43

Mr. Adrien Lambert (Bellechasse): Mr. Speaker, under the
provisions of Standing Order 43, I ask for the unanimous
consent of the House to introduce a motion dealing with a
matter of pressing necessity.

As a result of a collective conflict during the summer of
1976 in the Quebec building sector, a great many workers
applied for benefits; unfortunately, the only answer received
up to now is that their case is under consideration. Since there
is no provision in the unemployment legislation and regulations
requiring public servants to make their decision known within
a certain period and since the workers concerned cannot apply
for social welfare, I move, seconded by the hon. member for
Lotbiniére (Mr. Fortin):

That the House recommend to the Minister of Manpower to set up immedi-

ately a mechanism to enable the workers involved to obtain without delay a
decision from the Unemployment Insurance Commission.

Mr. Speaker: Order. The House has heard the motion of the
hon. member. Under the provisions of Standing Order 43, this
motion requires the unanimous consent of the House. Is there
such consent?

Some hon. Members: Agreed.
Some hon. Members: No.

Mr. Speaker: There is not unanimous consent; the motion
therefore cannot be put.



