
Pandit Nehru
and powerful nation. In this country, we
also believe that this standard of living con-
stitutes the best means of defence against the
most pernicious "isms". Under the impetu.
it is certain to receive from you, your country,
so plentifully endowed with manpower and
natural resources, can rightfully aspire to
full economie development.

Because of your academic training and of
your public life, you belong to two civilizations.
Both will benefit from the leading role which
your high office will call upon you to play in
world affairs. This is betokened by the
eloquent speech you have just delivered
before both houses of parliament, and that
is the wish we express.

It is a great honour for me, Mr. Prime
Minister, to express, on behalf of both the
Senate of Canada and the French-speaking
Canadians, the pleasure we have in greeting
the first citizen of one of the greatest and
oldest countries in the world, and the hope
that your brief stay among us will serve to
multiply the relations that must be maintained
between two peoples whose economies are
complementary, and who are both genuinely
peace-loving.
(Text):

Hon. W. Ross Macdonald (Speaker of the
House of Commons): Pandit Nehru, it is
indeed a great honour for me, the Speaker
of the House of Commons of Canada, to
extend to you, the Prime Minister of India,
the sincere appreciation of the members of
our parliament for the eloquent and enlight-
ening address which you have delivered this
afternoon.

We realize that the words which you have

spoken before the few hundred men and
women who have had the good fortune to be
present and to have heard you, and to have
seen you, were in fact addressed to ail the
people of Canada. Thousands of Canadians this
afternoon have not only heard your speech but
also have heard the radio commentators des-
cribe this history-making scene in the Canadian
House of Commons, when the Prime Minister
of an ancient country of the east was received
as a friend by the Prime Minister of a new
country of the west-both countries being
self-governing nations and forming part of
one great peace-loving community, the com-
monwealth of nations.

Kipling said:
Oh, east is east, and west is west, and

never the twain shall meet.

However, it is too often forgotten that he
also said:

But there is neither east nor west, border, nor
breed, nor birth,

When two strong men stand face to face, though
they come from the ends of the earth!

This afternoon we have seen the Prime
Minister of India and the Prime Minister of
Canada, two strong men from the opposite
ends of the earth, standing face to face on the
floor of the House of Commons of Canada
and cordially greeting each other without any
thought that there is either west or east.

May I, the First Commoner of Canada,
express to you, the first Prime Minister of
India, the appreciation of all the people of
Canada for your presence here this afternoon;
and may I extend to you the very best of
good wishes for your personal health and
happiness and for the general well-being of
the people whom you represent.
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