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Witlh respect to the first accusation, I
sbould like to sav to the Solicitor General
that 1 did not s:e the Prime Minister every
day. If he does nlot believe me, he can ask
the Prime Minister.

Mr. BENNETT: The lion. member did
cal! to se me w-îth a grocîp.

Mr. POW'ER: Exactly, and I was coming
to that ; but the accusation is that I saw the

Prime Minister eveiîy day. The IPrime Min-
ister knows that I did flot sec hîm every

daY, that I saxv imi wvih a group, and this

is the g-rcup with xvhonî 1 must have con-
spirc(l. Wîill the Prime Minisier or any lion.

member of tlîis housc say that I could have
conspired xith ulîan open, jovijal, friendly
gentlcean as the Hon. Mi-. Tolmie, Premier
of Bruiih Colunmbia* That gentleman 'vas
prescent, as %vas the Ilon. Colonel Harrington,
the Premnier of Nova Scotia. Surely the

Minister of Finance (M.Rhodcs) xviii admit
that t bat gentleman is no plot ter. 1 think,
it w ill be admitfe ci at the sanie applies

to the Hon. Mr. Richards. the Premier of

New Brcunswvick, w ho w'~also prescrnt, as wxell

as Mi-. Finlayson. the M,\iiistcr- of Lands and
Forcsts of Otiniiij. Will anv hion. memiber
say t bat the bon. member fer, East Algoma

is a htebevdGu v Faxvkes w'lio xvould
consp)ire againt this goveininent? Those are

the peopile xvîth ,vhoni I ivas assocmatcd, those
aie the~ people xith xx hom 1 saxv the Prime
Minister. 1 suggest to the Solicitor General
tîtat lie ducs net haxve to he anv more

ridiculous or silly than lie is obliged to be
in folloxving the dictates of whoever gives
hini bis orders.

Mr. BENNETT: That observation migýht
lie applied to the lben, gentleman himself in

cofineetion witb the conference.

Mr. POWER: I mighit say te the Solicitor
G encrai thiat I purposely refrained from tak-
ing any part in the discussion until that in-

cident occurrcd, because I xvas under the im-
pression that pcrhaps owing to the position I
biad occupied I might be considered as pro-
ceeding net quite within the bounds of pro-

priety. More than that, I bad a report te
inake te the governiment of the province and
1 deliberately kept that hack, it being of a
semi-official character, in order that it might
net be iised in ibis debate. In case it xvas

intenýded that the reference te prayers and the

hope that the conference xxould be a success
applied te, myscîf, I may say te the Solicitor
General that a little inquiry upon bis part
would have led bim te the conclusion that
both personnlly and prefessionally I had at

[Mr. Power.]

lcast as mccli inîercst in the success of the
reliabilitation of the tiier trade as anvone in
tItis bouise.

Having saiti this, I shahl new go on te the
discuss.ion of the sehedule itself. I do not
kncxv xvletler or net hon. menibers of tîte
lieuse are aware cf tbe faet that prier te the
conference the Canadian Lumbermen's As-
sociation spent nany montîts in the prepara-
tien cf a brief, at once exhaustive and in-
struetive. New Brunswick, 'Nova Scetia, tbe

pirovince cf Qiiebec and I think Ontario and
British Colunmbia also filed briefs fer the in-
formatien of the Canadian governnxent. The
subI cet xvas x cîy iveli canvassed and I have
not the slightest dcubt tînt tbe members of

the Canadian delegation were fully informed
as te the position of the Icînher trade ancd
xliat it expectcd te acliieve eut cf the con-
ference.

An ceofficiaI Britishi delegation, represent-
in-, the timber trade, xvas aIse present. This
delegiation could hc dix'ided into txwo greups:
cne xviieh afterxvards campe te he kncxvn as

the pro-Russian. the etier being in opposition
te the first. Thtis so-ealled pi'o-Russian group
apîitare<l te be thle nmore important from the

standpeint of the interests, xvhich it repre-
senteil, anI on acectînt, cf the fact that it

gaxve the impression t liat the timber trades
federation cf Great Britain xvas behind it.
The îiiîemers cf this group could net by any
ineans lie accused cf heing bolsbevîk or comn-
munisticl; tlîey were members of firms xvhose
cames w'ere housebold xverds in Canada at the
time of my boyhood. These men represented
sucli flrms as Churchill, Sims and Company;
Farnsxvortb and Jardine, and Fov, Morgan
and Company, whiclî are known fer tbeir
integrity and honesty, and 1 -a convinced
that none cf these men cherished any radical
feelings or sentiments. They represented a
greup wbich had made arrangements with the

soviet gox erniment to control the importation
of timber into the United Kingdom. In 1929,
or perbaps in 1928, Russian timber xvas pour-
ing into Fngland at distressed prices. There
appeared te be ne price bottem a.nd as a

means of self-protection this group, composed
of some of the meet preminent merchants in

Great Britain, a(pproached the Russian gev-
crament xith the idea of controlling tbese im-
portations and purchasing in bulk the quantity
xvhich Russia xvould place on the Britisb
market. An arrangement ivas arrived at, and
1 believe I arn correct when I say that seme-

thing like 960,000 .000 feet of Russian timber
xvere allotte-d te this trust, cartel or whatever

you like te, caîl it. These gentlemen ebtained
ver, fax-curable terms from the Russian gev-


