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item of the protection necessary for its main-
tenance, leaving it open to the competition
of our neighbours, with the resuit that it went
into liquidation three years ago. The liquidator
at once took steps te employ the meat effi-
cient help hie c-2uld get and eliminated al
unnecessary expenses, se that last year this
concern operated to 97 per cent of its capacity.
Consider this for a moment. That concern
wvas providing employment; it was going for
ail it xvas worth, turning out more produets
ilhan ever bofore and thus eontributing te the
railways, to the earnings of the banks, te the
experts and imports of the country, and to
every one of those indexes quoted by mem-
bers supporting the government, to show the
prospority of the country. Yet the men cm-
ployed in that industry, 3,000 strong, are
peorrr to-day than they were a year age. Ask
these mon how the mortgages on their homes
stand; a4c them whether they hiave succeeded
in paving off those mertg-ages. Are they able
to live botter than they did before, to foed
a~nd ciothe their families any botter? The
answer is, ne. Thirty-three cents an heur is
the amotint paid for ordinary labour in that
cencern.

'Now, you w'ill neyer hav'e îand nover cmn
have prosxaerity in this country until the grent
body of the people are presporous; and the
test suggeste(l by my hon. friend from North
Renfrew (Mr. Cotnam) this afternoon,' in
whichi he quoted from Sir Wilfrid Laurier, is
after ail the real test of prosperity in Canada.
Go arnong the great middle class, the labour-
ingr class, the mercantile class and the pro-
fessional elass, and ask themn whether they are
presporous, and seven or eight out of ten will
tell you they are not. A few are making
mioney; a few are growing wealthy. But apply
the acid test to actual conditions and vou will
find that the statistical house of cards'falîs to
the gýround. So much with regard to prosper-
ity.

The other chord whieh these eulogists strike
is the question of surplus. The Minister of
Finance bas taken ont of the pookets of the
people $69,0001000 more than is required to
carry on the gevernment of th(, ceuntr Y. Is
:my credit due him for that? Net unless hie
can put bis inger on some policv, somo piece
of log-isiation and show that it bas contributod
to the surplus. Lot him show that lio has con-
tributed thereto by saving, by economising. If
he cannet do so hie is entitled to about the
sanie credit as is due the tolîkeeper at the
end of a bridge who takes credit for the
traffie that passes over the bridge. With regard
Ie the surplus test, the real point is this: Two
thinzs can ho done. Fither you can tako a
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portion of the surplus te pay off the debt,
re.ducing the interest twvo or tbree millions a
year, or you can take that $69,000,000 and use
it for the development of the resources of the
country, creating new wealth greator hy many
timos than the three millions yeu will save in
interest.

I am glad to se0 mx' hon. friend fromn iants-
Rings (Mr. I1ley) bore. 1 listened with a
grcat deal of interest to bis address tho other
day and I wish to congratulate bim upon it.
Tu o or thr-e tbings 'ho said I must take ex-
ception to, but hoe will net miud tbat. H1e re-
ferred first of ail to the visit of our leader (Mr.
Becnnett) to tho maritime provinces; so did
the Postmiastcr Gencral (Mr. Veniot). The
lion. miember also rcferred to the gypsuma ques-
tion and to agricultural implements. Nowv,
xvitb reg-ard te the visit of our- leader to the
maritime provinces, lot me say this. During
some tbirty odd years I have been more or
less associated witb receptions of different
kinds te varions leaders of ail pelitical parties,
Liberals and Conservatives, Republicans andl
Demiocrats. Witb receptions te ail political
leaders in this couintry in the last twenty-flve
years I have had soniething te do, wbether op-
poscd to tbici politieally or net, and I cao say
Ibis, tbat ne leader of any party, Liberal or
Censervative, over made a more profound ima-
press.ion upon the people of th(, maritime prov-
mnes than did the leader of the opposition in
his visit last. year. Ho came te bis ewn; hoe
spoke te bis own: tboy urderstood wliat hie
avas saylng, and hoe tas offering theni seime-
thing they understood .And from a party
standneint wve bave been more than pleased
with bis a isit there.

With regard te the question of gypsum, te
whicb my bon. friend referred, there is, as the
house is ne doubt awaro, a very large gypsuma
indnstrv in the, town of Windsor. They ship
aIl the gypsum in a raw state, but I sbeuld ho
very inueli surprised if the peeple of Windsor
weiild net very miicb prr'fer- te have that
gypsii converted inte the, finisbed article if
theire avere a market fer it. The bon. member
knows, bowc ver, as I know, that there is net

aaremarket in Caaafrthe finished
gyPsnm ; that rnaiket i., pretty w~eil covcred
00ow. Conscquently the raw material must ho
shippcd ont, and te that there is absolutely
ne objection on the part of this party. And
0000 w-as uý terod by the leader of the oppesi-
tion~.

1 corne neo'. te tbe third point, I must say
it struck me at the time as ain exceptionally
streng argument. The bion. member was deal-
ing thon with the duty on agricultural impIe-
monts and ho cited varions implements-har-
rows, manure spreaders and other imlements,


