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connection 'with the utilization o! western
straw were, it is to be regretted, compeiied.
to discontinue their investigations, owirig,
as they say, to the establiehment of the
Scientifia Research Board by the Dominion
Government, they thought they were tres-
passing on the ground o! work undertaken
by theý,'Government. Dr. Howe, who was
chie! of that organization, the Arthur D.

* Little Company, Chemists, Engineers o!
Boston, Mass., who has -a btanch in Canada,
writing me on March 24, iast, said:

1 was pleased to receive your letter of the
lSth and also the publication In which your
continued efforts to obtain government support

- are recorded.
We investigated very carefully ail that has

been done In an effort to use seed flax straw for
cordage and textile Ijurposes and so far have
had no reasons to change our opinion that such
utilisation le iot economical. We stili believe
In our paper process and one of these days
hope to flnd a satisfactory way for commercial-
Izing that work.,

These are the conclusions o! Dr. Howe
after very careful investigation. Dr. Howe,
at that time, aiso gave a sampie of linen
paper produced froin that' puip, which
paper je in quaiity suitable lor the finest
bond 'or banknote paper. Unbieached and
in its natural condition and colour, it is a
paper o! very great tensile strength. It
seems to me that with the knowledge
already at hand there are very great pos-

,sibilities for the development of the indus-
try in the utilization o! western fiax straw.
The article that I have just referred to
fromn the Oangdian Textile Journal appears
to have the authority o! the Agricultural
Statietical Bulletin of the Dominion Gov-
emnment and therefore I conclu de that the
statements made therein carry the stamp
of officiai approval.

lI conclusion, we are very auxious to de-
veiop the industry more exteusively ire

- Canada. We have been able 'to show that
the area in whichfiax can be grown je noet
limited to Western Ontario, where it has
reached its greatest deveiopment of recent
years. Splendid fibre has been grown in
the Annapolis Valley iu the province of

* Nova Scotia. Different districts of the prov-
ince o! Quebec, as weli as British Colum-
bia, in the Fraser Valley and other dig-
tricts, have demonistrated that they aiso
can grow a very fine quaiity o! fibre, 'and
in view of the enormous value o! produc-
tion at the present tim~e it seems to me that
now je the. psychological moment to bend
evèry effort towards attaining the maximum
of produ~ction. Iu the resolution I point out
the *desirability of estabiishing dernonstra-
tion stations in the areas where fiax for fibre
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is grown. SurelY if new and modern machiný
ery is essentiai in the scutching milis, il
new processes of retting by water tanks an~d
other means is necessary te the better de-
veiopment of the industry, is it not in-
congiuous that a demonstration miii shlould
be established at the Experimental Farm
three or four hundred miles away fromn the
people whom it is going to serve. I do nlot
know, but I do not 1think 1 arn very f ar
astray when I say that this demonstration'
miii has neyer cost this Government one
cent. The profits accruing from a miii doing
this work, evdn as it is doing, would be suffi-
cient, I think, to cover the entire overhead
cost. If the Government would establish a
miii in the district where fibre is groNfn for
the benefit of farmeTs and millers alike and
try and improve the present methods o! pro-
duction, it wouid be a very great aid to the
peopie Who are now engaged in a very
wortby industry. I do not think It would
cost the Government anything, because the
buildinig o! a miii of this kind is not a very
expensive mnatter, and the machine ry iteelf
is iikewise inexpensive. We want to appiy
the newest and most up-to-date methode so
that we ean put our fibre on the liarket li
the very best condition. Individuais are
not' so weli able to investigate new processes
o! this kind as the Got'ernment. It is really
a research probiem, ahid the Government of

ýthis country has aiready adopted a- poiey
o! research on very broad lines, and ie
iending çonsiderable assistance to research
work generaliy. It seems to me that the
oniy way in which the industry can.reach
its proper development is by the Goveru-
ment assisting and co-operating with the
producers and helping themn to soive what
are reaiiy research probiems. Howard Fra-
ieigh, of Forest, up ln the county of Lamb-
ton, has been carrying on research work
more or iess for the past five. or six yearà,
and hie wouid take a greater pride in pro-
ducing a hank of fibre that could beat fibre
growing in any other part of the worid. than
in mnaking $100,000.- He lives and sieeps and
dreams o! fiax. He je an enthusiast on'the
subject, and je Weil posted, but even hie
experiments have nlot been carried to the
point where hie can say to the growers: We
wiil abandon dew retting. ln favour o! tank
retting, even, though tank retting incresses
the value o! fibre from $400 to $600 per ton.
Suppose as a resuit of an investigation
which might cost even $8,000 or $ 10,000, we
were able to add $600 per ton to the value
of the fibre produced in this country. That
wouid mean an enormous economie gain to
the country, sud wouid be a tremendous


