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of free trade as it was viewed in the Old
Country twenty-five years ago, but in rela-
tion to this particular question hie has
taken a different stand. We are flot con-
tending that we shou]d flot encourage the
development of industry in Canada. We
say that under the conditions which obtain
at the present time, we are justified in tak-
ing the cour se followed in this Bill. I re-
peat that assurances have been given to the
House that the Government and the Adjàmir-
alty will encourage in the near future, the
establishment of shipyards in this country.

Mr. BUREAU: And build oil tanks.

Mr. STEVENS.- Now I wan't toi say a
word on the question of equipment, vwhich
is aise referred to in this clause. In the
eary part of tis debate hon, gentlemen op-
posit contended in the mos empiaitie
termis tht we were able, not only to con-
struct war vessels, but to equip them, to
the last possible item, w t the fist class
of guns and everything else. Now their
position is entirely changed. The hon.
ruemiber for Carleton <Mr. Carveli) who,
perhaps, bas given more study to this ques-
tion than any other member of the Oppo-
sition, stattd very distinctly the other day
that At was not necessary for us to con-
struct or to build. ail the equipment in Can-
ada, and that we -should start by building
ithe-hulîs and import the equipment from
other parta of the world, if necessary. That
la a very reasonaible view to take, and it is
exactly the view that we take. We say
let us do what we can, let us en-courage this
developmei't, but we do not intend to wait
until we are fulhy equipped befone -we en-
ter into the responsibilities of national or
Imperial defence.

The hast point I wish te touch upon is
the subject of the common defence of the
Empire,- upon wh.ich. we are divided, and
which is aiso neferned to in this clause, so
that 1 am keeping strictly to the subject
under discussion. Hon, gentlemen oppo-
site take a chear-cut stand againat any ac-
tion on the part of the Dominion for the
common dedence of the Empire. They state
most definitely and emphatically that it is
Canada's business to build up a system of
defence for Canada, and that in case of
strife betjween the Empire and other coun-
tries, At is a question for Parliament to de-
bate -and to decide whether or not Canada
shahl enter into that wan. I shail quote the
words of the right hon. the leader of the
Opposition which c1earhl' sets that forth,
and I may say in this connection that when
the hon. memjber for Richmond (Mr. Kyte)
qucyted- this statement -the other night, hae
quoted it as having been made by the
leader od the Government. I wouid ne-
mind him that it was made by the right
hion. the leadier of the Opposition. The
right hon, gentleman saiid:

When England 1.8 at war, we are at war.
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That sounds very nice, but hie goes on to
say:

'It doffl not follow that beeause we are at
war we are actually in the confict.,

How any person could entertain two sueh
contradiotory views as these is beyond my
comprehension, and, 1 think, beyond the
comprehiension or explanation of any hon.
gentleman opposite or on this side o! th-e
House. We contend without reservatien
that it is the duty of Canada te participate
in the common defence of the Empire, and
by the common defenoe o! the Empire we
mean this, that whenever there is any
necessity for the expenditure of money in
the defence o! the Empire, Canada shall
contribute either by the methods set forth
in this Bill or by any other methed which
may hereafter be introduced by the Gov-
ernment in the formn of a permanent policy.
The point 1 wish to make olear is, that,
so far as the two parties are concerned at
the present time, the line of cleavage la
distinct and dlean. Our hion. friends op-
posite repudiate the responsibility for a
common Imperial defence; we claim that
responsibility rests upon our shoulders.

When I rose to speak on this question.
I suggested that there was one point which
called for censideration, and that is in re-
gard to the time when action will be taken
under this Bill. No doubt, hater on, the
Prime Minister will have something to say
on thîs matter, and I would ask hlm at
this stage if, when the time comas for
taking the matter inte consideration, hie
wou]d give an assurance to the people of
this country, and especially to those whom
1 represent, and whom my colleagues from
British Columbia represent-because this
matter is of vital importance to us-that
it is the intention o! the Government to
take speedy action to give effeot to the
ternis' o! this Bill. 1 trust that later on
in the debate the riglit hon. the leader of
the Government will see his way te ex-
press bis views on that matter, and I feel
satisfied that hie will give us that assur-
ance. With that assurance, 1 can say te
the Government, and have ne hesitation
in saying te the country at large, that we
from British Columbia are a unit behind
the Prime Minister and the Government
in gupport.of this Bill.

Mr. MACDONALD: Has the hion, gen-
tleman any fears that this policy of the
Government which. lie supports is along
the lines announced by the Deputy
Speaker in bis journal and by othar Na-
tionalists in Quebee, that no spaedy efforts
are te ha made te carry eut the termis of
the Bill.

Mn. STEVENS- I did net quite catch
what my hon. friand said.

Mr. MACDONALD: I asked whether my
hon. friand had heard and approvad o!
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