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iedge lins any change been made and the
officers of the departmnent report to me the
saine. I may say that I did not know there
was poltlcs lu It lu any respect. I thouglit
tlîe sliop was being coaducted as nearly as
possible on business Unes, and that when I
tojok over the departrnt the mea lu charge
w'ere men who were worthy of the confi-
dence of the minister. If there ls any infar-
niation to the contrary I wouid hIke very
iichl ta bave it.

Ilon. Mr. TARTE. I do not lu aiiy way
ilupugn either the ability or the good wvill
«I the officers of the department; very far
from It. But 1 Invite my bon. friend ta ad-
ininister the shops at Sorel not from a pol-
tîcail standpoint, and I weigh every word I
say 110W because I have passed tbrougli the
mili. There are reasons which are not de-
sirable to state lu the House, wby I say what
I arn saying, and If the minister carefuliy
looks juta the matter again with bis officers-
I know that the officers of the departmeut
are nat goiug ta say auything else thaü tbey
sfly 11w; they haye to be loyal to their de-
partnieat-but I am very mucli afraid that a
change bas been made ln the way of ad-
niiniistering patronage lu Sorel. I happen
ta have a certain number of friends thiere
and I believe I amn rigbt i snying wlînt I
say now. I have very strong relisons ta
kniow that a change bas been made in the
way of adrninistering that part of the de-
partinent of Publie Works. I do not wisli ta
say any more except this :that shipyard lias
cost a large arnount of money and it is n
credit ta the goverument and ta the country,
and it would be a great pity lndeed if that
siîipyard be destroyed tbrough improper ad-
nienistration of patronage lu Sorel. Ail1 those
who know the state of affairs lu Sorel-I arn
speaking within the hearing of several mem-
bers of parliament who know wliat I
moiait-ail those wbo know tlie wIIy things
niay be at thnes rnanaged at Sorel will agree
wltli me that it would be a great pity lndeed.
I arn very sorry that the dredge is not ready.
The port of St. John and other parts badiy
need that dredge, and for the life of -me I
cannot understand why it is not ready at
the time I know it sbouid have heen ready.
I have given my personai attention to that
wark; I bave inspected tbe shipyards over
and over again, and weli-ail I cau say ls
thait it ls a great plty that suecb delays shauid
take place wben a work of that importance
Is on baud.

Mr. BARICER. I wish ta ask the Min-
lster o! Public Works a question, not from
n political but frorn a practical standpaint.
If there ls auything more than anather that
the present Minister of Publie Works prides
huîinseif upon It la that he is a practical man.
Here the minister Is asking for a vote or
$80.000 ta repair twenty dredges. He asks
a bianket vote o! $30,000 for general re-
pairs on theFe twenty dredgeýý. The bion.

Hon. Mr. SUTHERLAND.

gentleman knows perfectiy well that no
public company, conoerned with suchi a mat-
ter as this would give a blauket appropria-
tion of $30,000 to Its management. I
do nlot understand that the practical
attairs of this department are to be treated
iii any different way frein that lu which
business corporations carry on their busi-
îoess. I say that It would be considered an
absolute absurdity for the management of
any corporation to ask for authority ln a
bianket form to expend a round surn of
iîioaey over so many dredges. One dredge
inay require $5,000; another'$1,000, and not
until two years bence wIl the parliament
of this country know how this $30,000 bas
been expended. At the end of that time we
iuîay flnd that what would oniy require
$1,000, to repair, will have $5,000 spent on
it, whlle another that requires a very large
repair has not had one dollar expended
on It, but the latter wiiI corne up later for
a very large expeuditure. I think it Is ai-
most useleas for the opposition to attempt te
criticise the estimates unless we are ln-
forrned more fully than we bave been ln the
past wbat the minister proposes, not as to
twenty dredges in bulk, but as to each of
tbem. I do not ask hlm to state lu the
printed estimates wbat bie ls gaing to do,
but hie mnust have from the officers of bis
department a report as to wbat es.ch dredge
requires, and I tbink we are eutitied to that
information.

The MINISTER 0F PUBLIC WORKS.
There are twenty dredges and perhaps slxty
tugs, barges and scows. The estimate ls of
course made upon the experleace of past
years, and we must depead considerably
on the ability and bonesty 0f the engîneers
and other officiais. No person can foresee
the damage that may occur to plants such
as this. It is to be hoped that the rnoney
wili be expended under proper supervision,
and only when It is required. This vote ls
taken for general repairs wbicb may be
urgeiitly required, and we are dependlng,
as any business man must, who bas a plant
of this kiad, on the Integrity and abil-
ity of the officers lu charge. I cannot
imagine that it will be of any benefit
to any of the officiais to expead any
of this money on the plant unless It ls
really required. WhIe I cannot spea< per-
sonally on the matter, the chief engîneer
of the department lnforrns me that this ls
the usual vote. I shall be very pleased,
wben I bave an opportunIty, ta look Into
the matter and see If any change can be
made to advantage. At present I do not
see that anytbing can be saved.

Hon. Mr. TARTE. Does the minister lu-
tend ta expend part of this $30,000 ou re-
pairs ta the dredges ernployed on the St.
Lawrence channel works ?

The MINISTER 0F PUBLIC WORKS.
No. It does flot appiy ta the St. Lawrence
fleet lit all.
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