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misuse of the prerogative could he more gross
than that under which that dissolution took
place.  Nir Robert Peel goes on to say :

* T do not think a dissulution justifiable for the purpose
merely of strengthening a party. The power of disso-
lution is # great instrument in the hands of the Crown :
and it wonld have u rewleney to blant the instrument it
it were employed withont grave neeessity.  1f the pur-
pose were to enable the country to decide whether minis-
ters had been justified in proposing the measures of
commereial policy bronght forward at the beginning of
the session, those measnres having passed into a law, {
do not think sueh a purpose alone would he a suflicient
ground for a dissolution.  There ouzht also to be y strong
presumption tha afrer a new election there would bhe

returned to this House a pavey with strength sufticient to |

enable the Government, by their support. to carry that
system o publie poliey of which it approved.™

Now, some vears later. another dissolution took
plice. o dissolution under the Government of Lord
Derby @ and on that oceasion, Lord Joln Russell
expressed his opinion upon the subject of that dis.
solution.  Lord Derby’s Government had  heen
defeated.  The dissolution was not for the purpose
of simply strengthening his party but for the pur-
pose of restoring harmony between the Administra-
tion and the House of Commons.

Commons had defeated a weak Administeation @ it
hied defeated the Government of Lord Derby, and |
he said that as his political opponents were divided ¢

it was impossible to constitute a govermment in a
House so divided. which could be assured of the
continued support of the Commons, and so a dis-

solution took place for the purpose of furnishing !

Her Majesty with o government and a House of

Commens whose sentiments would he in accord.
Lord Jolm Russell on that oceasion nuude this state- §

ment :

* It appears that the right hon, gentleman told his -

constituents that iff & majority of this House had voted a
cenzure _upon Her Majesty’s Government they would
have to detend their opinions upon the hustings, Now,
beg leave to remm«f the

sing the confidence of the Crown, They have thought
where there was a great question depending. upon which
no satistactory conclusion would

tireat Indin Bill of 1784, upon the Reform Bill of 1831,

upon the question of free tride in 1841 —that the: solution :
of any such question should he sought in an appeal to the !
Bat it is ozie another:

electors of the United Kingdom, ' ]
matter when the question is whether a particular prime-
minister, or a particular party should

And when Sir Robert Peel in 1845, explained his conduet !

in thix Honse on resigning office, he stateld that he had
declined to propose to, or to advise Her Majesty to
disgolve this huuse. hegause it was his opinion that that
was o most delieate and saered prerogative of the Crown,
and ought not to be exercised for the purpose of any

individual who might be at the head of atfairs or for the :
Now that entirely agrees with my |
offered my resignation to Her Majesty

purpose of any party.
opinion. and when I
in 1852 I deelined to offerany advice to Her Ma sty to
dissulve the then Parlinment. But there seems to be an
opinion acqniring weight, which ITam sorry to observe,
that upoen any sceasion when a ministry has not o majorit
he may have recourse to that which Burke ealled, and
think rruly culled, 2 penal dissolution
may not only put the members of this House to the great
trouble and expense of an eleetion, but may expose them
to the dangers of any misrepresentation to which they
may be subject in the performuance .of their dnty., Now
that. I think. ought not to be the relation between the
Crown and the members of the House of Commons,*’

It appears that the right hon. gentleman told his
constituents that if a majority voted a censure upon |
Her Majesty’s Government they wonld have to!
defend their opinions on the hustings.  Now, I'bey
leave to remind the House what have been the !
maxims on this subject of other statesmen while |
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The House of ;

) ] House what have been the:
maxims on this subjeet of other statesmen while posses-

_be obtained in this;
Houge—when the House and the Ministers of the Crows .
were decidedly at variance, sueh as was the ease upsi (he -

remain in office. ¢

that is to say, he !

[}

0

: possessing the confidence of the Crown. They have
i thought when there was o great question depeml-
[ing. upon which no satisfactory conclusion conld
i be obtained in this House, when the House and the
F Ministers of the Crown were decidedly at variance,
such as was the cise upon the great India Bill of
1784, or when the House of Londs defests the
P measures supported by the House of Commons,
Pas uptn the Reform Bill. The House will see
i by this quotation that Lord John Russell, on that
s occasion, assumed that even thendissolution would
Ponly be advised in ease a difference had arisen

‘hetween the majority in the House of Commons

camd the Administration. T have alrédy alluded to
the circumstances wieler which Lord Derby wlvised
the dissolution of Parlivment in 1S3 upon the
defeat of his Administrationon the proposed Reforin
Bill : aned lest it might be supposeld thaz the senti-
ments which he expressed in any way support the
Government here onthis oceasion, Iwill read a sen-
tence or two from his speechinthe Houseof Lords, in
defence of the wlvice he had given, and also a sen-
tenee or two from the speech of Mr. Disracli. who
wis then Chancellor of the Excheguer and leader
It
fwill be seen from both these extracts that neither
Minister supposed fora moment, that there conld he
Pany advice given pointing to a dissolution except
i there was aditference between the Govermment and
the majority in the House of Commons, which
mirde it impossible that the work of administration
“and legislation could besucessfully carvied on. Lord
Derby.on the oceasion I havereferred to,said this:

“Wedo not appeal to the conntry on the subieet of
“Parliamentary Retorm, still less do we appeal to the
deountry on the particular provisions of that Bill. We
;u)pcal to the country on a mach !:I raer and broader ques-
tion. whether the present state ot the House of Commons,

split up as it is into hundreds of rcny parties,any one of
. which i1s unable to conduet the business of the country,
but which are able hy combining together, to obstruet
any Govermment that may be formed. shall receive the
continued support and countenance of the people of
England. We appeal to them as men who bave endeav-
oured faithtully todischarge the duties of vur oflice, who
rave endeavoured todeserve the confidence which the
Houge of Commons has withhelid and the confidenee which
- our Sovereign has been pleased to repew to ns,™
Thet was the ground upon which Lord Derby, in
1859, based his appeal to the country, and defended
i the advice in favour of the dissolution which he
Majesty on that occasion.  Amd Mr.
 Disracli, in speaking to the House of Commons on
the same occasion, said :

* Believing that this state of affairsi= prejudicial to the
repute of Parlimanent and injurious to the best interests
of the evuntry, and helieving, too, that it iz of the utmost
importance ut_this moment that _the authority of the
Government should be supported by the authority ot

Parlinment. and not heing conseions that during the time
we have exerciseldl power we have done anything to
forfeit the good apinion of vur fellow-vountrymen, we
; have thought it our duty to advise Her Majesty to exereise
her prerogative and to dissolve this Parlinment.”

i Here you see again the ground of dissolution is a
| ditference which existed Letween the House of

: Commonsand the Administration for the time being,
{ In 1868, the Government of Mr. Disrieli was de-

feated upon Mr. Gladstone’s motion for the Dises.
tablishment of the Irish Church: and on that
i occasion Mr. Disraeli intimated to Parlinment that
he would advise the dissolution of the House. Mr.
Gladstone, in speaking against the proposition of
dissolution, said that there was a majority of sixty
or sixty-five against the Administration on the two
motions upon which they had been defeated, and

- for the Government in the House of Comnmons.

fuave Her



