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ment did not cónsider- it wastheir duty to grant the demand i
put forward ly thé Local Governmnent. I am not going to 1
enter into those reasons, for they have already been fully'
met and ably answered by a joint address of both brancheà
of the Legislature of that Province; but there was one part
of that reply which I think was very unfair and in very bad
taste ; I allude to that portion of the. meïorial in which the
Dominion Government say to the Local Government:

"Had not the Government of Nova Scotia withdrawn from the credit
cf thedebt account 1arge amounts which the .xpended anrailwa hex-
tension and other public works, the. am4untwhich th'e wola havrereceived last year from the Domnion Government would have been
amply sufficient with their-local resources, for all provincial purposes."

I think that portiofi of the reply ought neyer to have been
inserted. If the Local Government could have been
charged with extravigganee, with waste in the management.
of public money, thon it would have been quife within theé
scope of the Dominion Governm ent to have shown where
this had occurred. But were we in Nova Scotia forever to
remain without railways? In 1867 our railway system was
scurcely extended to New Glasgow; it was completed, I
believe, in the year of Confederation. If, according to the'
doctrine laid down in this memorial, the Local Government
should not build railways, then that portion of the Province
which did not enjoy the benefit of railways was to remain
without them forever. , That ls the only logical conolusion,
to be drawn from that reply, for you would not extend our
railways and you eay the Local Government should not.
The Government said: If youhad net expended this money
on railways yeu would have had ample means, with your.
other resources, to carry on the Government of the Province.
The people of eastern Nova Scotia, who had contributed by'
taxation to the building 'of railways in other portions of the
Province, were dissatisiled, and urged the Government
to extend the railways east. We were for nearly four.
teen years .without a mile of railroad east, and we,
have now, twenty yearse after Confederation, only eighty
miles of railway in, esiern Nova Scotia, ana the Island,
of Cape Breton, with i- vast apd .varied resources; its
great minerAl ealthi à1Jd ineihaustible fisheries, is at
this hour wit.out a sinkle mile of, railway. , Still, when
the Local Gdvernment of Nova Sootia thouglit in the in-
terest of thalt sedtion they were wisely ezpending public.
money, they were taunted by the Government of thie day by
saying that if they hadnot expendedthis money in the exten-
sion of railways uhey would have enough, now to carry on
the affairs of ih. Goverment of Nova Sootia. I eay that
they could not have êxpended, their money more wisely or
judiciousily than by building these railwayé, which opened
up and developéd one of tie.inest agricuttural counties of
t his Province-the county ropresented by my hon. friand
the Minister of 4 J-stice-thereby adding imensely to its
material wealth ard prse-ity. Not only so, but it was
by this action ofthe Ldòal Goverument, w ich was charged
as being a weste of money,-that 'the Strait of aiànso was
tapped, thiereby raling this eighty miled of railWay a feeder
to the ljïtercolouial IRailway and the whole railiay system
of this country, a.nd thereby throwing money into the
Treasury of the Dominion. Se, far fron this beièg a reason
why thei just laiis of Nova Scotia sliotid be refussd, I
think it le a stirong águment the other way; and I wànt
no stronger evidence in suPport of that viey than the
lainguago used by. my. hon. friend, the Finance nister,
when, in 1882,s Minister of Railways, h. was sking tis
Parliament to subeidise certain roads, one of théen being the
Oxford and New Éaagow, in he Province of Nova Scotia.
I will quote a short extiact from hie speech on that occa-
sien.:

"I believe it le a wise policy toaid in the construction of these lues.
Although thiese are pryate enterprises,it is impossible to bumild these

eatwrym gn cbu ofaln e e .,utry, byrusa
rof eith.r sbNdNer.ment or priYate enterpris.L,

hir. FLYNN.

without enriching the Treairy of Canada. Who receieu thé benefit
from all the increaued trade which'flows from the iabräased develepment
of the country by the construction of thee rois ? .Certíinty the Dom-
inion Treasurg. Every mile o: road constructed puta a certain Oumin
the Treasurr.
I believe that those views are sonnd and correct; I
believe that by building these ei ghty miles of ràilway
the Local Government was developing the resources of
the country, inoreMing the trade of the country and
oriching the Doni-ion Treasury. And if by deing
BO they have not sufficient revenues to-day to .carry on
their local affaire, to meet their engagements an& ro-
vide sificient for their educational and other requre-
amente, I say that when they apply here for better ter;me,
as they have the right to do, it is unfair and unwise'to miet
that application with the taunt that, "if you had not spent
money in developing the country and increasing its trade
y ou would not now be applying for better terïes." I think
that that part of the reply might well have been spred, in
coneideration of the language I have quoted frorn the Fin-
ance Minister, who so cminpletly combats that view. There
is One faôt as to which there can ba no two opinions. What-
ever the cause may be, there i8 no doubt of thé fact that'Nova
Scotia at present ie unable, with the amnount at her disposal,
to meet her engagements and provide thése things which,
by the British North America Act, she is bound tO provide.
But, Sir, this was not the case before theil &O'n. Theré was
then no Province in this Dominion with a lower tariff or in
a more prosperous condition thah Nova Scdtia, ndtoday
the're îs none with les]revenue f rjocál purposes than she
has. Now, if the statements contaiied in thë addresses of
both branches of the Legislature, if the memorials from the
different Local Goveriients be true, then, as I said i the
outset, it is the imperative. duty of the Government to
enquire immediately into these matters and endeavor, if
possible, to adopt some measures to relieve the prevailing
discontent. It may, perhaps, be said that this would open

lup the British North Ameriéa Act, that if you do it for
Nova Scotia you must do it for the oth&Pèiovinceges. diùit
that it mïay have that effect. I axùot heie oliitg any
right exclusively for Nova Scotia. I elaim it óOr No va
Scotia to-night, and if unider that arrangement, which wás
never considered to b. a fixed arrangement or one that
could not be opened up, Nova Scotia, after twenty years,
finds that she hs not the mean esiccessfdlly to carry on
her affairs, then I say that you have the saine right as you
had in 1869 to open up the agreement and grant her better
terme. And if Qaebec should come here to-mrorrow and show
the same reasons for the Dominion coming to'her aid, then
my voice would be lifted up inl her behalf as it is to-night
in behalf of my own Province. And if Ontario-or Prince
Edward Island, or any of the, otherhPevinces-finds that it
has not sufficient fahds to drry on its a1ffairs, or that an in-
justice was done to it in tiie first plà6e wlie hie scBeme
was, as has'been tated already, hastily'-enered ieto, then
I wòuld favor a réconsideration of the relations ofseicüh
Provinces to the Dominion. If those who fôunded the
Union wished it to belaéting and succesful, I hild that
whe'evèr they find friétion or discöntent-no mattet frin
what cause arsing-upon the shoulders of these men speci-
ally, who dtaim tO be the fathere of the Union, estthe
imperative dnty of endeavoring tosecertain What eizidy
can be applied to allay that discontént as speedily hGposst-
ble. The right hon.-gentleman the leader ef the 'Govern-
ment said on that occasion, let us reconcile the Nova
Scotians, for Nova Scotia is the keystone of the Union. I do
not know whether the, right hon gentleman etertains the
same views to.night, but I hope1 he dôe, aind I hope h. whI
Bay now as he said then, let us reconcile the NovaWBootians
for Nova Scotia iis the keystone of the Union. I hope, at
all events, that this matter, which is now brought up for
the second or tiitd time in Zais gode Will reeeive the
careful condidoration Of the. Gôvoïnent, adif it idecb-

218


