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unconsumable stores. I do not know whether that means dian Government and people are saddled-not, I hope, for
stores that could not be consumed or stores that had not ail time to core. In going over that correspondence
been consumed; I apprebend it meant stores that could not I find this state of facts existing with respect to that vessel.
bo consumed, and we were to get all that. Our Govern- This vossel of war, recolleet, that was going to be a terror
ment agreed to accept this valuable acquisition upon these to the Queen's enemies, and of dread, 1 fear to the Queen's
liberal terms, and a communication was sent to the Govern- subjects, this magnificent vessel of war that was going to
ment stating: astonisb the Canadian natives, ot us bear the description

" The ship will be delivered to you all standing as she came from the Firetoshe in decresn old te of corette. Seamen
sea, and you may probably find in ber a quantity of coal, salt meat and wirst)w b at tha eans. She ofscoavdt.hae ben
other provisions."

seven and a-half years in the Chinese seas, flot much
This was addressod by our Minister of Marine to Capt. Scott irproved, one would naturally imagine, by that service.
of " our service." Now, Sir, that vas very satisfactory so far; Sh; xas twenty years old, far past the bloom of maidenhood,
but, unfortnatoly, when Capt. Scott made the investigation, and was verging upon the sear and yellow leaf. She was
it was found there was no salt meat, no provision and no of a type, say the Lords of the Adiniralty, that was not
coal. So anxious were our friends on the other side to wo'th the cost of repairing, so that it was necessary to dry
acquire this property and become possessed of a vessel of dock ber, as the boilors wouldflot Iast two years. Lt
war, that they were willing to take the property without turnod ont that lhe boilers would fot last two days, that she
the usual preliminary investigation as to whether the vas utterly unfit for any service wiien the inspection was
vessel was fit for the service for which she was in- made, that sho had no provisions nor coal on board, and that
tended. I suppose, acting upon the principle that you itwas necossaryto buy a hcavy anchor for safetyin theharbor
should never look a gift horse in the mouth, of St. John, where tbey we taking ber t..1 do not know
our Minister of Marine at once jumped at the conclusion whether they got the heavy ancor-I bolieve they did
that this was an exceedingly favorable offor, and be, on the from the accourntds submitted to he use. I an told that
22nd Xovernber, 18S0, directs our Ambassador to thank the the heavy anchor did flot Save tbe people of St. John
Imperial Governmcnt for tbis valuablo gift. Wby, Sir, a from this terrible .Ionstor; that e speed under steamat
valuable gift; they knjew nothing about it at tbelime, had high pressurenth as seven knots p hour; that it required.
nover inspected ber, had nover seenber, and knew -notbing 180 men to work ber. Wben testing the boilers it was dis-
about ber fitness for the service for whicb she was intendod; covered tbat they were in a very unsatisfactory condition,
they lhad no idea wbctber she was properly oquipped or not. in fact that they were very old and uscless. And on the 2nd
Yet they appear to have been deligbted, inestacî os, intoxi- of tecemberQe 8 S il was stated that the estmated cost of
catod with joy at the very idea of the acquisition of this valu- the repairs of the vessel amounted bte £2,000 sterlinlg.
able man-of-war. Sir, it looked to me vory much as if hey That as bthe kind if vossel ve got, and that is the informa-
wero about as well ploased and tickleda with the gift as the tion I got bore fran the papes submitted last year. Hav-

ing of Siam is, as-ouknow, Mr. Speaker, when begbecom is ing made this inspection, and having made someimprove-
he fortunate donee of a whito elephant. You know ho ro-ints, they spent narly, if not altogether, £2, euptn

joicos witb exceeding great joy. The wbole court bocomes this vessel, when another difficulty arose. it became a
intoxieated with gladness. The moment the presentation is question among the big authorities sent to Etgland
mnade, the dancing girls are brought in and the tom-toms whethr the vessel could cross the ocean at al or flot. it
are set to work to discourse music tS the assembled multi- was quite lear, frio the report we have hoard, that it
tude. So with our friends on theother side; tbey appear tewould not bg safe for ber te undertake a sea voyage in the
bave heen so deiighted, so full of ecstacy, so enchantedfa winter. Wether she sbould take thesoutherly or north-
with this acquisition, that hey thought it was flot worth erly route was not certain; a counil of war was held,
wbile, or proper, or prudent, to make any enquiries as to and the conclusion arrived at wns that at one season
the condition of the vesstl. But permit me to remind vounf the year was the voyage saf, and the captain decided
that tbe King of Siam, wben ho acquires the vaiu~bleI that ho should luve for the other ide of the Alanti in
gift et a white elephant doos one thing that I am going to April, and thon take a northerly course and thon il was said
reconimend the gentlemen opposite to do in this case. You that it might bwa possible to accomplish the voyage irbforty
know Sir being thoroughly conversant with the bistory of.dwys. Even after the inspection -as made byimself, and
that noted country, and its forms and cerehnonies, that when aftor a council of war was held, Capt. Sco t decided that
the king becomes possessed oftris white elephant o at once the vessel was not quite satisfactory.ps life was net
ereets a pavillion for tbe animal, and thon ho sends ont ail insured, nor could ho get scamen whoso lives wore insured,
Ie the country; and, if possible,ua white monkey . ho did not fel sufe in launchinstrihthr ed udsa a

neeo npctdhr aver ersenuhe, an bnwntig10mnt okhr hnts i reoes bod oands

abiheite ronkey is put in the pavillion for the ovrd cfthis valuable corvette aveu in Apil, and with the
purpose of keeping off ev l spirits. I say bore o wisdom which cbaracteized him-and which, I suppose,
our Canadian hig bAdmirai, get a wite monkey and generaly characterizes seamen-be concluded that ho
cend wim down te ve darber of St. John to prvent woud ave a further inspection. oe cals in an expert,
the CAtrybdis from dyirng of dry rot. Xow, after baving Mr. Barber, who reports ho bim oni the 5tb January, 1881.
done ailfbisi, after aving this proper y partially The substance of bis report appears in the following
transferrd to stem, our hon. friends on the obe s ide, letter :-" Mr. Barber, aS hyou il sec, bas made a
thecialY the hon. the Minister of Marine and Fisheries, report conde nin the boiler. t e says that in bad
throxgh bis representative on the other side of the water, weather we might be caught in a lee shore, and th n
does what he aioung g have docat the outset ho makes tehave poor boilers woud cost us our lives. c tSuch
equiries as the charactcr of the vessel; ho ges on board asguie c, frsoays Capt. Scott ehare unanswerable;
and inspecs ber, and what is the esult cf that investigation? and I should say they were. With bad hoeo er , with
Now I ask the hon. the Minister of War sitting opposite erlyaruesntcn ;a olo f arewated

twhile urper thi prdntcorrenenquitrspas toand atheue c fusin porivds onw the at vatve seasonb

me conditi finteresing Buteprmitce t remn syuof a vessel that was twenty years old, seavn years of whichin themu tiplicity of the business that engages bis attention werespenteinvthe Chinese sea, avessel of at wastnet wellfrom morni tli night, ho bas had no opportunity oequipped, iagree with Capt. Scoisthat the "arguments
examine. I k him t take up the report of the correspond- were unanswerable "-aind the captain acted on the belief
thce in the Sessional Papers of 1881, and see exactly the that the arguments were unanswrable. What does hendo
Character of Iis valuable acquisition withe wich the Cana- furtheor e goes again wite hr. Baiber on the vessel,


