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Canadian Govcrnment, were able with impunity bto
desscrate the emblem of the Polish State.

The Polish Government demands that an
immediate inquiry be hecld and that the offenders
be punishad for this crime.

At the same time, the Polish Government
demands that the Canadian Government should ceass
the practice of supporting slemasnts hostile to
Poland in view of the fact that such a po@ctice is
contrary to the principlcs that form the asis of
international relations. .

' The Legation expects to be informed without

delay of the rasults of the dnquiry and of fhe punishe
ment of the offenders.

Ottawa, May 1, 1953. oo .

The Department of Kxternal Affalrs prsssnts
its compliments to the Legation of the Psople's Ree
public of Poland, and has the honour to raefer to the
Legation's Note of April 17, 1953, concerning a (one
vention of Polish veterans resident in Canada whieh
took place in Ottawa on April 10, 11 and 12, The
Legation's Notc also informs the Department of Exe
ternal affairs that on ths night of April 1213 a
plaque bearing the coat of arms of Poland was removed
from thc Lzgation bullding,

The Dcpartment of eBxternal Affalrs regrets
the theft of the coat of arms from the Legation buil-
ding, and the¢ policc authoritics were at once notifled
and rcquested to take svery step to identify those
rssponsible and to rccover the missing property. The
Department of pxtcrnal affairs was glad to lcarn sub-
sequcntly from the policc that ths plaque had besn re-
coverad undamaged and had besn returned to the Legation,
and it 1s undecrstood that the Legaticn recquested that
the police investigation shculd be termlinated,

: %With respsct to the romainder of the Logae
tion's Notec, thc Department of External Affairs cannot
accept ths suggesticn that it was in any way improper
for Canadian Ministors or Government officials to
address a convention of war vetorans in Canada who
happen to be of Polish origin. Those who attended ths

convention ars rssidents of this country and most of

them arce Canadian citizens or havo applied, under our
law, to beccmec citizens. Moreover, as roprescntatives
of the valiant Polish Army, with which Canadian troops
fought sidc by side in cur common struggle against
oppression during the last war, thesc vcterans are
honourcd in Canada as comrades-in-arms.

The Dcpartment of bxternal Affalirs rejects the
suggestions that the Govsrnment of Canada is in any way
rasponsible for the circumstances in which the thoeft of
Legatlcn property took place, and that the attcendance
of Cunadlan Ministcrs at the convention in question
could be construcd as support for tho cenemies of Poland.

(Signed) L. D. Wilgress.




