
(c) there is nullification or impairment in the sense of Annex 21.6.

2. This Section does not apply to disputes regarding the provisions of Chapters Seven 
(Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures). Eight (Technical Barriers to Trade), Eighteen 
(Environment), Nineteen (Labour), Section B of Chapter Twenty (Transparency - 
Anti-Corruption) and Articles 15.2 (Competition Policy, Monopolies, and State Enterprises - 
Competition Policy) and 11.8(2) (Cross-Border Trade in Services - Domestic Regulation).

Article 21.7: Choice of Forum

1. Subject to paragraph 2, a dispute regarding a matter arising under this Agreement and the 
WTO Agreement, or any other free trade agreement to which the Parties are party, may be settled 
in any of those fora at the discretion of the complaining Party.

2. In a dispute referred to in paragraph 1, if the Party complained against claims that a 
matter is subject to Article 1.4 (Objectives and Initial Provisions - Relation to Multilateral 
Environmental Agreements) and requests in writing that the matter be considered under this 
Agreement, the complaining Party may, in respect of that matter, only have recourse to dispute 
settlement procedures under this Agreement.

3. If the complaining Party requests the establishment of a dispute settlement panel under 
one of the agreements referred to in paragraph 1, the forum selected shall be used to the exclusion 
of the others, unless the Party complained against makes a request under paragraph 2.

4. For the purposes of this Article, a dispute settlement procedure is initiated on the date of 
a Party’s request for the establishment of a panel, such as under Article 6 of the Dispute 
Settlement Understanding of the WTO.

Article 21.8: Consultations

1. A Party may request in writing consultations with the other Party regarding a matter 
referred to in Article 21.6.

2. The Party requesting consultations shall deliver the request to its Section of the 
Secretariat and the other Party.

3. The Parties, unless they otherwise decide, shall enter into consultations within 25 days of 
the date of receipt of the request for consultations by the Party complained against.

4. In cases of urgency, including those that concern perishable goods, the Parties shall enter 
into consultations within 15 days of the date of receipt of the request for consultations by the Party 
complained against.
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