
U 0F T ASTRONOMER FILMS SUPERNOVA

A supernova of remarkable brilliance, which
recently appeared in the southern sky, heralding the
massive explosion of a single star in a nearby
galaxy, has been photographed by Derrick Salmon, an
astronomer. with the University of Toronto's tele-
scope at Las Campanas, Chile. He was one of the
first scientists to film the supernova after it had
been noticed on patrol photographe taken in May at
Mount Palomar, California.

In the above photograph, the supernova is the
rîght star below the centre of the picture. Above is
Eje galaxy to which it belongs, at an estimated
istance from Earth of seven million~ liglit years. The
tar outshines the galaxy, whicb contains millions of
rdinary stars.

In coming weeks, this supernova. caueht here at
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with unbelievably large velocities up to 3,000 miles
a second, It is this outward moving material which
inakes the star appear more than one million times
brighter than it was beforehand. The brightness
increases to a maximum in a matter of a few days
arnd then more slowly decreases over a period of a
few months, until the star fades into ohscurity.

GREEN LIGHIT FOR MACKENZIE HIGHWAY
Northern Affairs Minister jean Chrétien recently

announced that the first tenders had been called for
construction of the initial phase of the Mackenzie
Valley Higbway north of Fort Simpson in the North-
west Territorjes.

The Minister said that this 49 -mile stretch of
road to Camsell Bend, NWT, was the first stage of
the highway to Inuvik promised earlier this year by
the Prime Minister.

When he announced the caîl for tenders, Mr.
Chrétien also made public a set of rules that rond
contractors muet adhere to as a protection of the
northerrn environment. One of these is that Indian
Affaire and Northern Development land-use inspec-
tors shall overeee the operation.

AIl contracte governing highway construction
require that local native people be hired for al
positions for which they are qualified and that, if
available, at least 25 per cent of ail equipment used
be rented from companies established north of the
6Oth Parallel.

Starting next year, as a training project, the
territorial govemnment will construct ten miles of the
highway north of Caxusell Bend. Instructors, students
and eqipnient from the Aduit Vocational Trainintg
Centre, Fort Smnith, wiIl set up camp on their section
of the road next summer and the students will use the
skiIlp they acquire to build an actual road. The
Federal Department of Indian Affairs and Nortiiern
Developeient ie finaincing the training project.

This~ winter, as an innovation in higiiway travel,
the Fedeial GQovernment will test a cabIe-operated,
air-cushionedj transporter as a vehicle for ferrying
traffic over major river crossings. If the. test ie su-
cessful, th1e use of these vehicles as ferries could
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