Climate Change, the Convention on Biological Diversity and other related
environmental conventions, )

Believing that strategies to combat desertification and mitigate the
effects of drought will be most effective if they are based on sound systematic
observation and rigorous scientific knowledge and if they are continuously re-

evaluated,

Recognizing the urgent need to improve the effectiveness and coordination
of internmational cooperation to facilitate the implementation of national plans

and priorities,

Determined to take appropriate action in combating desertification and
mitigating the effects of drought for the benefit of present and future
generations,

Have agreed as follows:~

PART I

INTRODUCTION

Article 1

Use of terms

For the purposes of this Convention:

(a) "desertification" means land degradation in arid, semi-arid and dry
sub-humid areas resulting from various factors, including climatic
variations and human activities;

(b) “combating desertification” includes activities which are part of the
integrated development of land in arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid
areas for sustainable development which are aimed at:

(i) prevention and/or reduction of land degradation;
(ii) rehabilitation of partly degraded land; and

(iii) reclamation of desertified land;

(¢) “"drought" means the naturally occurring phenomenon that exists when
precipitation has been significantly below normal recorded levels,
causing serious hydrological imbalances that adversely affect land

resource production systems;

(d) *"mitigating the effects of drought" means activities related to the
prediction of drought and intended to reduce the vulnerability of
society and natural systems to drought as it relates to combating

desertification;



