
the development of missile capability is expressly dcci to the tbreats perceived, to emanate from

Lndia's traditional enemies, China and Pakistan. However, neither regional. nor extra-regional
tbreats to Indian security seem to explain or justify the growth of the Indian navy. An

examination of the major developments in the force structure since 1965 is revealing:

1965

1 Aircraft Carrie
2 Cruisers
3 Destroyers
8 Frigates
6 Minesweper
2 Amphibious

39 Naval Aircraft

1975

1 Aircaft Carrie
2 Cruisers
3 Destroyers

26 Frigates
a Minesweper
4 Amphibious
8 Subrnurines

89 Naval Aircraft

1985

1 Akaarft Carrier
1 Qruiser
3 Destoyers

23 Frigates
19 Mmcslweepe
13 Amphibious
8 Submarines

62 Naval Aircraft

There does flot appear to be anything extraordinary about the naval build-up in the

twenty years to 1985. Indeed, given India's regional responsibilities andi trading patterns it

would seem to be a modest response to rapidly changing circumstances in the Indian Ocean.

Additions to the fleet since 1985, however, have causeci more concern: 32
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