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I declare open the 423rd plenary meeting of theThe PRESIDENT:
Conference on Disarmament.

In conformity with its programme of work, the Conference will continue 
its consideration of agenda item 4, entitled "Chemical weapons", 
accordance with Rule 30 of its Rules of Procedure, however, any member who 
wishes to do so may take the floor on any subject relevant to the work of the 
Conference.

In
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(Mr. Campora, Argentina)

There is, perhaps today, no greater focus of attention among the issues 
linked to the drawing up of disarmament treaties or agreements than that of 
verification. For almost two years now — to be precise, since the adoption 
of General Assembly resolution 40/152/0 relating to verification, a resolution 
supported by the two military alliances — we have undoubtedly been 
witnessing a real diplomatic competition as to who is more enthusiastic about 
verification formulae. Verification is today the essential and preliminary 
step for any disarmament agreement. Very complex formulae are being tested in 
the context of the Ad hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons and we are all aware 
too of the situation with regard to the verification of nuclear-weapon tests 
and to other items such as radiological weapons, negative assurances and so 
on. Verification in the context of the items we have mentioned should provide 
a solution to intricate situations such as, for instance, avoiding 
non-permitted production of substances within an industry as common and widely 
scattered as the chemical industry. None the less, gradually and with 
admirable creativity and imagination, verification mechanisms are being worked 
out.


