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Maine weath or services

Minister of the Environment Suzanne
BIis-Grenier has announced a number
Of programs ta im-
Prove marine weather
services on the west 7ý
coast of Canada for
the safety of fish-
ormen.

The programis are
bing implemented on
the recommendations
Of the LeBlond in-
vestigatIon into theSuanBis-rie
severe storm thatSuanBis-rne
resulted in tragedy on Octaber 12, 1984.
%hy are expected ta reduce the possibility
Of repetition of the tragedy.

erograms in gffect
In1 the announcement Mrs. Biais-Grenier
nOted that Minister of Fisheries and Oceans
John Fraser implemented a number of the
rECommendations affecting fishneries surveil-
'110e vessels. They include increasing the
flumber of weather observations taken by
federai government vessels on a regular
basis and the recording of special ob-
8ervations when significant changes in the
Wýeather occur.

Greater ca-ordination of fishery openings
811d closings between the weather service
BInc fisheries vessels where there are
forecasts of severe weather conditions, are
QJ80 being implemented.

4sW plans
Olther programs that: will begin almost im-
Mlediately will include: expansion of a west
O0st: committee that co-ordinates marine
s4fetY activities for roe herring fisheries ta
1flclude the salmon fishery; research into

tecauses for severe Pacific storms and
th development of techniques ta better
fOrecast these events; and improvement
OfPoeue ta exchange weather ob-

servations and farecasts dlrectly with the
fi8hing fleet on a real-time basis.

In addition, Enviroriment Canada had
0lBnned ta expand the Drifting Buays and
ý't0ffated Shipboard Aerological programs
'In the west coast. These programs will
nOftribute ta improvements in marine
"Weter services.

Mrs. Biais-Grenier, Mr. Fraser and Min-
îster of Transport Don Mazankowski, are
ýUrrentIy reviewing a number of ather re-
'%'fmandations of the LeBlond repart and
e<Pect ta announce additional programs ta
ILIther improve the marine Weather services
On the west coast.

British Columbia Institute aids Indonesia

External Affairs Minister Manique Vézina has
announced that British Columbia's Open
Learning Institute will help Indonesia launch
its new open university, Universitas Terbuka
(UT) in Jakarta.

"The Open Learning Institute is con-
sidered the ideal body ta help Universitas
Terbuka get established," said Mrs. Vézina.
"It is recognized as one of the best sys-
tems in the world and it already has ex-
tensive overseas experience. It helped Sains
Universiti Malaysia develop an open univer-
sity concept," shne added.

Mrs. Vézina also said that "assistance
with human resource development is con-
sidered the best investment that: Canada cari
make in Indonesia". Management assistance
provided by the Open Learning Institute
will involve bath Canadian participation in
Indonesia and the training in Canada of
Indainesian staff. The Canadian International
Develapment Agency (CIDA) wiIl cantribute
about $300 000 a year for the project.

Terbuka Universitas, which has been in

the planning since 1979, opened for enroi-
ment on September 4, 1984, with some
57 000 applications. Enroilment in ail pro-
grams is expected ta, be about 500 000
by the time UT has been in operation for
f ive years, making it the Iargest educational
Institution in the country.

The new university offers a variety of pro-
grams: one for upgrading school teachers,
one offering teacher training for university
lecturers, diploma courses of one, two and
three years, and a four-year Bachelor pro-
gram. lnitially the Bachelar-level courses
are ta be offered in economics and deve-
Iapment, business administration, public
administration and applied statistics.

Dr. John Ellis, a Simon Fraser University
professor and the first president of BC's
Open Leaming Institute said that as "distance
Iearning", as offered by the open universlty.
concept, gaes beyond the traditional cor-
respondence courses, UT wMl establish
32 regianal centres where students cari
attend tutorials and get expert assistance.

Nova Scotia university honours humanitarian

An honarary doctorate was recently con-
ferred on Sister Maria Rosa Leggol by Saint
Francis Xavier University in Antiganish, Nova
Scotia in recognition of her humanitarian work
with bath children and aduits in Honduras.

Sister Maria Rosa is the founder of
the Iargest child-care programn in Honduras
which is among the three Iowest-income
countries in Latin America. Her large, multi-
faceted pragramn pravides total assistance
for 2 000 orphaned and abandoned children
and since the program was faunded under
the namne 'Sociedad Amigos de las Ninas'
(Association for Friends of Children) In 1916,
10 000 children have received care.

Althaugh emergency care for needy
mothers and children is an Important as-
pect of the work, the main emphasis is on
preparing people f rom ai needy segments
of the population ta become self -sufficlent.
The program has expanded ta include train-
ing in job-related ekilîs like sewing; carpen-
try; mechanics; establishment of marketing
enterprises; promotion of agricultural co-
operatives; rehnabilitation services; preven-
tative as well as curative health care; and
assistance for the handicapped.

Funds for the work are raised bath within
the country and from international sources.
Canada has contributed $300 000 par an-
numn over the past five years ta 'Horizans of
Friendship' thraugh the Canadian Interna-

Sister Maria Rosa Leggol receives an hon-
orary doctorats from, Saint FranciS Xavîe
Universify in Nova Scotia for her humanitenan
efforts with children in Hjonduras.

tional Develapment Agency toward the work
of Sociedaci Amigos de las Ninas.

For her humanitariain contributions in Hon-
duras, Sister Maria Rasa has received a
number of awards frorn organizationis such as
the Rotary Club, the North American branch
of the Red Cross nd the National Catholic
Development Conference in New York.


