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the Manitoulin Island, and in fact, wherever the escarpment facss L he
north, and thus lay directly in the path of the southward moving
glacier, we find the cliffs quite as abrupt as in the Nottawasaga distrizt,
where the vidge has an almost north and south course. Now it is evi-
dent that a force, powerful enough to chisel out the basins of the great
lakes, would have broken down this barrier, or at any rate vounded its
outlines into a general conformity with the slop2 of the country. But
this is not the case, for the summit of the escarpment is almost as
sharply cut as when first it left Nature’s hand. That this elevation
was prior to the complete retrocession of the.water, is shown by the
detrital mat which covers its suvfaco at the loftiest points aloug its
course.  During this gradual elevation, but before the erest of the
ridge emerged above the level of the lake, flotillas of icehergs setting
out from the north-east eide of Georgian Bay, crossed that body in a
south-westerly direction, and between Cape Hurd, and the Manitoulin
Island, kept grinding up and tearing away the rocky barrier, which was
probably fractured or broken up here as in the Nottawasaga district,
and in their further passage southward had a remarkable effoct upon the
floor of Lake Huron. To thoroughly understand this, some explanation
must be given of the character and disposition of the Onondaga and
Corniferous limestones in the western part of tho province. The latter
formation occupies a very large and important portion of western Ontario,
Entering the province at Buffulo, it follows the coast line as far west as
Long Point, then strikes across the peninsula in a belt from fifty to one
hundred miles in width, and terminates on the shore of Lake Huron,
between the townships of Bosanquet in Lambton, and Colborne in
Huron: and reappears in the northern part of the peninsula, which
separates lnkes Huron and Michigan, where it attains an average eleva-
tion of two hundred feet. Beneath the waters of the former lake it
forms a reef, running in a north-easterly direction from Point Clark, on
the Canadian shore to Presque Isle, on the American, the average dis-
tance of which from the surface is about one hundred and twenty-five
feet. The width of this shoal varies from five to twenty miles, and its
course more definitely repressed is as follows. Beginning at Point Clark,
it strikes due north for ten miles, then bearing more westerly makes a
small loop to the east, but soon resumes its original direction. At
lat. 44° 50', long. 85° 35’ the reef widens, and at the same timeits course

changes until it runs almost due west. This is the shallowest part of

the lake: at one point, indeed, the water is only nine fathoms deep.
At lat. 45° 5, long. 85° &/, the roef widens greatly, the southern portion

running into the coast, while the northern passes up the straits of

Mackinac. The soundings taken a few miles from the reef on the
north side shows an average depth of three hundred and sixty feet,
Directly off the nine fathom shoal, above mentioned the depth of four
hundred and eighty feet is reached, and this gradually increases until
at a distance of twenty-five miles, the greatest depth nine hundred feet
is obtained.

Again the same formation extends north-east from Colboine to the
Township of Biuce, a distance of 40 miles, and the Onondaga in a long
narrow strip about ten miles wide lies between it and the coast line,
This arrangement may be thus explained. It has been found that the
rock matter of the Corniferous is much harder than that of the Onon.
daga : the latter formation being essentially composed of soft dolomitic
limestone containing extensive beds of gypsum and rock salt, whereas
the former holds a large amount of silicious material in the form of
modular masses and interstratified bands of chert, and is vary rich in
silicified fossils. Now the denuding action of the great glacier alonz
the valley of the ancient Mohawk, exca vated the surfuce of the Cornife.
rous to the depth of over two hundred feet between the Canadian and
American shores : but this erosive action was much more strongly felt
by the soft Onondaga, and in course of time a great difference in leve]
arose between it and the adjacent Corniferous. At length the latter,
having become so much higher than the formation to the north of it,
acted as a rocky barrier in the way of the floating ice masses, making
with their course an angle of 60°. Such an obstruction, although
not formidable enough to completely bar their way, still tended to
change the direction they were pursuing to one more in accord with its
own. So we imagine, that the ice becoming jammed up against the
reef, forced back the masses following, and caused then to change their
course, and attempt a_crossing fu: ther south. From this the following
results have arisen. The border of the Corniferous was ground up under
the mighty forces brought to bear against it, and fragments becoming
cougealed in the icy foe, some were carried along until its final dissolua-
tion, and others dropped off here and there along the way. For this
reason also we find the underlying drift so particularly rich in fossils,
and the shores of the lake, rich in fragments of larger bonlders disinteg-
rated by the long continued action of the waves. In the second place,
the icebergs and floes, owing tothe change in their course, ground up and
removed the superficial portions of the formation which lay in their new

course ; and by this means the Ononduga was stripped of its covering of

Corniferous  over the area already mentioned, and a bay was formed
between Point Clark and Point Douglas thirty miles apart.
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COMMUNICATION.
To the Editor of the ’Varsity.

Dear Srr,—I would like to express through your columns a sent-
ment which has now become pretty prevalent through the College ; it 18
the postponemont of the Greek play. Of course, there will_be many
opponents to this step, which several now think to be imperative.

The first reason I would mention for this act is the want of tlm:
of the actors, &c., on accoant of the May examinations, and the Bh‘fr
time (seven weeks) between this and the end of March, the time pro-
posed for bringing out the play. )

Many of the actors have not yet begun to get up their pieces,
have only the faintest idea of what to do. The Glee Club have got ‘}llg
12 pages out of 80, and that in the English, Yesterday they for b
first time tried the Greek, when they managed to get an idea of tW0
and a half pages. d

In getting up the Harvard play they had rehearsal every 8y
here beforehand for six weeks. The actors are practising once & weer;
and have only got seven weeks bofore themn, I think that any perse
will admit that, to give a representution of this play and spend $2, i
on it, and then to be a failure, would indeed be a disgrace to the Un
versity., My opinion is, that the representation should be postpones
till next December, or perhaps February. In the meantime, the “?w;s
may be chosen ; they will have plenty of time to read up their cho
and the characters they represent, and also improve their knowle _89‘0
acting. In addition to this, the Glee Club will have an oppox'tlmwy.ng
getting thoroughly acquainted with the musie, the most imporbtmt,t’k!l o
of all.  Hoping that this will bring out some letters from the origi®
tors of the scl:eme,

and

I remain, yours, &c., Junus, J¥
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It has been decided to produce the Antigonein the original (ﬂ'eeft"
the Convocation Hall of the University, during the month of March D ol
The University Glee Club will sing the choruses, arranged to the r:cted
of Mendelssohn, and the characters will be taken by gentlemen con®
with the University.
There will be two representations. Under
Applications for seats will be received from Graduates and a’; pli'
graduates up to the 28th day of February next, after which date other
cations will be received. -
Applications to be addressed to H. S, Osler, Esq., Secretary Fin
Committee, from whom all information can be obtained. ‘
Price of Tickets : Reserved Seats, $1.50 ; Ordinary Seats, $1.00:
MAURICE HUTTO}J;%
Chagrman of Comn

/
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J. PIDDINGTON,
MAMMOTH BOOK EMPORIUM

248, 260 & 252 YONGE STREET,

o

TOROINTO. P"t' .
Dealer in Newand Second-hand Books; 80,000 volumes, in &!l de oo
ments of Literature. College Text Books in the largest variety: :

Cent. saved if you purchase your Books Second-hand.




