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The foilowîing sea )an \' v i- prclh' 1- in luorlin.irv coul,'ý

to a colîgregat ion iii thre ci ty I t wLis thoi gli t, thiat i t

inighit lie us4ful to the reader-; of the jouna l, and, ai- our

reqnest, tir. willîautson lits cotîsoîlteri to uis publication.

CAME IFOIL <>UR VO)UNG « E

2 Samuel, iS ch- 2oj v. -And thi-e Kiiîg saitl iîs the yinîg

mani Absaloiti safe?

Everyi-hing iii the life of Aialiîun recorde Ii ni hoiy vvrit

showvs iîu, however attractive iii poison, i-o have been

cruel ami uiîpîiicipie' i ii disposition, nu ti gîîltv of the

wo,îst cf crimlies. l'il st, after iii si îîg hi reveiîge fui ti o"
yea rs, lie cao ,ed l)is eiii c, Atii ii, i-o lue as ,sii Siteil.

N ex t, \%,liit Joiab delave I tri coie e tii iii, and i tinterce lee

for Iii n witî lits fat!i er D av id, lie iii de lis servants go

ait ciset lire tii tire crop i n Jouab s b. iii y li eldl. Andi a t

lasi-, ,îfter lits luitil fatiier lia I lci i e, oîîiled to litî,

tatîr ha d takeit linî agai tut lits luoxîtn, lie tri aclicriItsi v

con spired agai ilSt h îîîî, anti prevcî led b y his intigîtes .iî

proises e iii a ilarge boit v f thle J eîv ii tpeocple to prio-

latiii h liti ci r lkintg. N or was tic to is sseiio 01sb n t

het e. 11e lent a vvtlliiig ctr, anîd gave lus assetît to tîte

proposal that, whilu' quarter shoutld t> given to ail otiers

in te battle, lits sel/ni e of tc tht une shuili hi secucred

by the siayiîtg uof hie own father. Thbis atr<ijois net of

svickedîtess woulrl, tîtere is little dou-bt, have been colisu

mated, had it nuL been for ui-Isaliîm's nwn rlefeat aîîd

deatit.

How great, however, w-as tîte love cf D avid eveit foîr

Ilis evil andi rebelltionts suit ! H1e elirnestly desirecl te

have the lîfe ouf Absalom spared, cuit te have lîtî broriglit

back to hiru iii safety. lIe still ycîrned afier lîjî, lits

elîlest surviviîîg soiii, arîd the iti hatiisotttc and winttiig

iii maituers of hîs childret; se catnnot bi-t beieve,

that hie iuîîged te have lîjn restrired tii liiiî,iîi cîdet

that hie iniglit be brougltt by kiniiiiess attd ioviîîg in-

treaty te a better minci. It coul itut indeei lie otîter-

i-ise, front îhat wve know cf the character cf IDavidl iî

self. who. in ail his treatimert of Absalont, had shovvtî

itimseîf actîtaterl hy far igîer pi ineiplc's titan a tîere

blind affection. David, hart titerefutte etîjoined tîte cap-

tains otf tus forces, in te baitice whiebi \vas about tri take

place, te deai gently for hils sake vvitît lus srin. Hc Ilit-

self having been puicîciled_ on by tue urgetnt represîta-

tions of those aronnd hîtu, net te exptose his own life, on

whîch se much depended, by engagilig in persoît in the

fngblt, remained seated between the two gates cf the city

of Mabanuim. anxiously awaiting tirlings fron the fielud

of cenflict. H-e i-as sttll seated there, ichen at leîîgttt

the watchman front the walls descried nirst une, and then

another messerîger ruini ng toi-ards the city. Scarceiy

hiad they reached the royal presence, when eacb an-

nounced a signal vîctery gaineri by the army cf David,

hut the oniy question which the kintg asked, with a solici-
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trîre whiyltî ovcrhrîre cel ry fe-elinig of joy oîr tiiitttph, iras,

IIs te yoning ina'î Absalonu saÎîfe Anti ven lie svas

tîîll of it il 'I,îth it gave ivy ta ot ir'lbl grief, and

\vitlîiIrew Iiiiieseif tii lui citattuber iveeptitg bttterly, and

excliitîing as bie %ventt, '- 0 Absaloîn, iny soit, my soli

Absalin, Nvotîlil that 1 lia, I ic I for thee, 0 Absaloni, rny

soit, iit 5li

\Vell initttIt lic grievc for aî solit svb lia 1 titus (ied îîithl

the tuaik lof Caitn oin hîs iîrnî, and i-be guil-o ni tetîred

p irricile ou lus s,)ui. Hi I lie licou bc'reaved cf eue isho

hall iLft h 'liliil hlm ait It )itînte I nin--, aii a lîrigbt ex.-

amtple tii li f illiiîvr 1, Da vidi wtiv hu soreiy have feit lis

lîîss, liiit lie voitld hatee lia icoltselait ion iii lis aiiiliction.

lc c 'i haive nîînet siicb, hoseever, iii the case cf Absa-

l li, ittte tliuti, i-bat lie ltad lieen celled iaway it the

niiiii t i lis carc 'i cf naitu tcrai en ti ty andi crimet, euh'ý

il Ie lot iigtiaury t itihi'îe co f lui, îiiscîîîsîîlaîe fether.

\Vc se itere, ivitt ive si) itteti icarît whiet tee rcad cf the

ch n-tîi'c life, andi tire cires aiii sîîrrews et inonatchi-

ithtt tiiiy arie a ftcî ai, eveit tite iiist exîl teil, of lil poîas-

stiots ,stil ail'ei-lins as tiîctr siîbjeci-s, ciid iii Otteidîsanxi-

oniî ettiiiiry, ' Is the yiîng uit i Ab-ialii s ife ? - and bis

girie f foîr h is tîtli tppy <bat h, iv b"hiild the expiressioni cf

\itit ecir ioviitg piarenit it sitiilar cireîtmistances wouiLr

feel.

\Ve cati understatid i-hie terribîle distress inte îihichi

i levici ivas tii us pilirtge t, anti shen we sec the alixirus

ittrest otf attache(t paretnts iii tte seelfare cf titeir ctîîld-

ren, wv- svirpatli.t with titeir deep sud tender cenceru.

Lei- ns, hovvever, have' sumnethiîig more than a înerely

seîttntai intelligence, and sympai-hy in itis malter, fer

t ,hese are euîpty tiîingsi Let ns cousider te patrt îetîcb

we ail otit i-o taire ii titelliîli ntiy prruintiig the vieli-

iîeiîîg aitd iveli doing of etîr yiti pleople. Let iimcliv use

0i evet y miet-t iii îîrr poiwer te assis- parents in tlîcir effrtrs

foîr their gui i. auri il i utr e-n le ivour te gîtard therm ani

thtir itîveI imites frein c u;isa iaences whtch ivould britg

sure troubtle ipo inloth. laiily aile 'tion, h îwever strinug

qiti rievite 1, is 1h t-uded tiy its ewu circie, lait christitît

affectiomn gies fîîrth tii al, It thinki- and acts for ail as

inenbers cf tue saine gret family cf their lîeaveniy

l'ailier, cind cares îîot etiiy for its cuvu, but for the tiîngs

,isvr cf uthers. No instituîtion can be mitre perfec-ly

itted titan the Chrîstiain faîîîîly for i-be lîreler triinîg rtf

the yiulg, lît tlure are 'iiivays ou the ottier liaîtr hurt-

nuI anri cuuîuteracing agencîci areuttil, tri whicb youi-h is

'urire or less exp3seil, and îlot te speak i-f houseltids

.viiere i-be hieur gîven te te yoîîug mitîr may be towards

evii instead of goit, the bei-t efforts cf the hest parents

"ýannot be expeeteri te be se successfui as wliten cîhers de

titeir îicty by secuuhing thîcîn, iîy beiîîg felnvv laliourers

witli titet, aud lenciîng their aid te give greater efficacy

i-e tîteir etîdeavours. 1 shall nuit iioiv speak cf the ilîesti-

niable assistance given tii parents in this va-v by our

Sabbath Seheois. Otur presotit ebjeet is, ii conne-ion

uthLie werds ofour text, te offer sonne censideraions as
te ruor duty te aid iii briîîgiug te tine faîith and obedlience


