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xF'olk THE WORKLESS.

lisOr vti on Iltth nenPOYed, John ; in work
ttIO "This toîiehing exhorta-

in' ~ddressed. tO John But ns by a convict

ef4 6ei!5i.e Prion has,hle aays, rung in his%
fo la lce as ,~~u to, further effortc

in~ 10 nQtunhaPPY class. H1e takes it as
on th re"" a tat for his recent article

(i1& th euh'st o' Work for the Unernployed
In se Ill"ettenth Century, for Deceniber),

%~ ith, CarlYle'is well.known re
0n una able te, work, willing te

ths n Saiht, obtain work,-is one of

01QUder th which fortune's inequality
theto' S un." Bie paper is fl

Ptfl "heoetiýins for solving the great
au bIofs e5 b ri. ployed Ilon a thorough

ti of 1yI1a ' ; and notwithstanding a
Pal*- y1ýahY wjth what hie calls the

*ho labo3,~ of Christian philanthropists,
,4 the i o the5 moral and spiritual, as well

hilà , a4'aluPlifting of individuals,-
no5 doubt froin his points of view,-

au Whgaoj, shculd be carefully studied by
test, - l~ePromote a radical cure for

rointh11 Bore Ci, our modern civilization.
tPres e odition of the unemployed seems
~5iacuat o my On what we have

'J a a,'ed to regard as the Divine law
ohtai apparent contradiction te the

ti~."' aith that, for every human being,
£%l Poèt cf usef Ulnefis in the great human
42 B ut fo)rthe labourer who hau but his

w an t fId nothing for themn te do,
And h' farat0 earu the daily bread for himself
oet lt* 'orsY,-Owhat seeîns left save to heg

~~crsit ownand die,-if hie do net in

48elI! 77' aa "Orneii have done, go and hang

%litut.u%.Perhaps, are incîined te welcoe
lotety4tiol O»Y ur long, coîci winters ; but

tllilk WhMi With a littie imagination tmy to
bh0  four "ais for the unskiîîed labourer

4dur or 't 11'% be five rnonths before
ly'eiha he can expect no megular worký

%iiis ejcbnow and thenif he befortunat(
th % t % c r t a , O ther people -m ost ol
et > ra efnd their work go on ai

,4 idhP& they are even busier in winter
fli Ie the regular ivork that keeps th,
h1 1tr'th dior and robs the drearyruonth

ti tO~hrus -)Most other people hav
'110,k ",With ail their home coin

th%~ f 85 Ppers, abeunding interests, temak

4 Il ýRtte external dreariness; if, indcee
%tadPPed Up to face the weathem, thE

Ne~ in the bracin: coIdan ctli
î"~ble ti!nlul But how about the dai

mi 0  ha5l " tiled cheerfuîly, perap i
f iainier, for the mlaintenance cf himmelf an
th5 r,7 'ftlde 0 dSPite aIl that is said

v5ou had cGs f Our labouming classi
%U..deija tO Pr4atis a somewhat hero

% e lin or s te be able te lay by a i

Stor %Ç against the idle days cf fro
Of~~ th d or, conSiciering the average pi
fariî Y' Sdde llr and the average size of f.Y , tde hi liabiit y te be laid up 1%dent 01r illn~

'h hfk during the "eshining houri
'ie the b

i ed corn t 0, rust improve uncet

etfgrief, it isne great wond

b%1 yCeasr. And if, as often happe]
lû% 'ûlclaîr'P fr qis oins weeks, w inter

rrX1 'hns unprovided for its
Siexider mneans. As the she
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celd days corne on, wben larger supplies cf fuel, en
food sud light are absolutely necessary for aft

hsaltb and comfort, hie lias te face thein with- alv

eut any prospect cf work andi pay. Montb

after montb of semi-starvation must drag itself an(

by, wbile hie sits in hiý poverty-stricken home, bre

gsnerally toc pervious te the wintcr blast, witb der

his depressed wifseand ill-clad, bungry childrsn, fri

or wearily pace the streets in the vain search sca

for work, happy if hie may by any chance pick kn

up an edd job. What wondcr if, heart sick dia

sud despondent, he falîs an essy victimi te the "s

flrst prevalent epidemic ; or, if hie escape physi- lat

cal disease, beomes a prsy te the attractions en'

cf the saloen, in which for a few cents hie can th

finci at least temporary conifort and fomgetful- ru

noss cf his nmisemy ? ler

These are no fancy pictures, but actu.al ex- w(

periences cf many a working maxi in Canada, be

net only in this present winter, but evcry win- A

ter te, a greater or less extent, in aIl our large a

cities. Every year there is the saine dismal. iu

menotony cf duîgtress, which weighs heavily on gr

the hearts snd syinpathies cf those who try by or

the peor palliative of a little charitable assist- ol

ance, te bridge the winter's 'lSlcugh of Des- fr

pend"I causeci by the almost entire suspension h

of out-door werk for inen. 5]

0 f course there, are the wemen and chilcimen 0

left ; and te theimeredithe it said that, ingene- a

mal, they de what they can. But this is ve ry b

precamicus and uncertain. 1 observe thatan opti- a

mistic frienci, who seerus te know but little cf t

how "the other bal! cf tIre womld lives,"

scouts at the vemy ides of 'l chulci-labour "x in

Ontario. New I bappen te know a good deal 8

about a geod many poer families in a city

wbich, I believe, is inuch like other Canadianr

cities and tewns, and 1 know that in few cf

these familles is there a boy over ten, wbo in

winter is not set te soe kind cf womk -if it is

enly that of geiug fer an heur or two te " de

chores "l fer some oe who can psy him a littîs

fer so doing-m if nothing else offers, at lcast te

try his luck at selling papers. I have known a

little boy, only seven yeams olci, obligeci te be

out in the celci, dark evenings, for heurs, try-

ing te seli papers, because neither father ner

mether coulci procure womk ! Again andi again

5 I have known the Factemy Act contraveneci by

*sending cbildran under agre te work, because

a of the sad necessity of the family; and as te the

S wives and niothers, I know o! no case in which

e any healthy woman Iras shown unwillingness

,_to take any wemk shc was able to de. On the

e contmary, there arc always far more applicants

t, fer woman's work li wiutem than there is womk

y te de. Our optiinistic frienci, aforesaici, mefers

y te soins dfficulty expsrienced in sscuming a

r- competent cbarweman, and te the necessity

;, of giving hiem a gocci breakfast and dinner, as

ci an illustration of "'this higb standard of living

)f among the lowcr classes' 1t ýItlis pessible hie

,13 may not have known where te, look for the

ic riRht kind cf charwoman, and may have

ry stumblsd on a s3mall capitalist, ln ber way, wbe

st may have been indiffement as to wbether she

iy got a job or net. But 1 could match bis oe

iis case by many cases o! women who, et this pre-

y sent wmting, are errly tee anxious te sccure

,"I such work, or any ! Andi have seen in Te-

La- rente as R cIl as in Mentreal, numbers cf peer

cm womn trooping weekly into the Industrial

de Hemes, wbcre charitable ladies give eut plain

le, sewing-womSIr with hungem-pinched faces,

of glaci te eamn their fifty cents a week, by necdle-

le wemk, fer their destitute families. The diffi-

rt. culty, indesci, usually is, how te, previde

>ugh cf this kind of work, and te dispoie of it
or it is donc. Certainly, cf workers there is,

rays an "1Embarras de richesses."I
But new, as te, the dollar a day for washing,

Iironing f rein eight till six, andi the " hot

~akfast and dinner thrown in," as an evi-

nce cf this high standard cf living. Our

end, being cf the masculine gender, dees net

m te know, what evemy intelligent womafl

ows, that wsshing and ironing fer a whole

y is very exhausting work, and aise that it is.

killeci labeur, " since ne ene can be a good

undress without much training and experi-

ce. It is about as hard work in its way s

at for which an ordinary unskilled labouring

an usually gets his dollar a day, at

ast ; andi wby shiutld not the labouring

oman, especially the skillcd labouring woian,

as werthy cf hier hirs as the labouring man ?

dollar" may secin a geeci deal te give for

day's wasbing. But our friend, if hie steood

the laundress' place, would net find it a

eat dealto get, especially if the earningsof two-

rthree days aweek hadtobe thcwhole support

fa family 1 As te hier not arriving in eur

ien&s kitchen tili eight, did it ever occur to,

im how the previeus heur er two had been

pent î If, as is lîkcly, she was the mother

f a family, she had in aIl pmobability several

mall chilciren te care for and provide with

meakfast, before leaving tbem for the day

nd then te pIed some distance, perhaps

hrough snew or slush or miud, te, the bouse

vhere she bas te work. la it much wonder

f she may net arrive till eight o'cleck, or if

ho is ready enougb for the 'lhot breakfast"

when she gets there ? As for the "bot dinner"

she needs that tee , for the work of a latin-

dress 18 cxbausting, especially te any one net

as a rule well fed ; andi, duming the trying

wintermonths, many of these poor womcn and

heir cbildren live for weeks at a turne on littie

ruera than bread and tes 1 The cbarwomatl,

witb bier long day's steady ifluscnlar exertion,

needs a gooci deal more noumishinent than the

average mian or weman cngaged in light

sedentary occupations ; just as our furnaces

need a double supply cf coal when they have te

preduce a double quantity of beat. The work

cf the laundry would inevitably suifer, if the

laundress did net have her two goed meals,

ths provision cf which is simply a necessamy bit

cf househeld cconomy.

Now the fact, of which 1 have actual per-

sonal knowledge, that in winter there ara

more wemen seeking work-work cf the

hardest drudgery anci involving the wbole

day's absence frein their ewn littîs families,

-than theme are people needing sucli

womk te be done, is itself an evidence

cf theo bitter pevemty which, every wintcr,

ovcmwhelms our labouring clasa. For many

of these poar woen have husbancs,-

husihands whbse stmong armen should be amply

sufficient te inaintain their families, if tbcy

could but find work fer those armen to do.

But, beyond a rare chance of a stray cord cf

wood te cut, or a little ice-cutting or street-

cleaning after a snow-storm, what can tbey

findi ? lMy hushanci walked five miles this

fomeneen looking for a bit cf work,"-said oe

poor wemaft this very day, taking thankfully

a little coarse'sewing te, do, in default cf soins-

thing botter. Andi this has te, go on, menth

after month, ameng these "lower classes"

who, ws are êemetimes told, are so superflu-

ously corufortable !
And, the vemy circuinstance that se many

women are obliged to scck work which takes

M


