
TIRE WEEK.

011 the other hand the unconscious tendency of the soldier, who is neither
eholar nor statesman, and whose ideals are ail of the miiitary type, to put

the battlefield in the foreground is but too apparent. Next to this the
undertone of exaltation of the powers and prerogatives of the kingly office,
'which resounds throughout the documents and gives them a ring of abso-
lutigm, is unpleasantly suggestive to loyers of freedorn and constitutional
governmnt When these positive cliaracteristies are considered in con-
nection with the somewhat marked absence of those distinct declarations
'If a policy of peace and an extension of constitutional liberty wbich might
have been hoped for in the present state of Germany and Europe, it can
Barcely be wondered at that William the Second's first public utterances
have flot awakened mucli enthusiasim outside of military circles at home,
anld have intensified the prevailing distrust abroad. Thlere seems stili
reaso11 to hope that whiie Prince Bismarck retaîns his commanding influ-
en1ce the peace may not bo broken oither by disturbances at home or, con-
ficts witli other nations. But the m-ovements of the Great Powers will
be watclied with e «ven more than usual interest and anxiety during the
SUnilier months.

TiiEItE seems no good reason to believe that any of the sensationai
rurmours with regard to the death or severe wounding of Stanley, the
.African explorer, are reliable. The last reports corne by way of
Rhartoum, and are said to be froin various sources, ail agreeing, how-
evelr, that a white Pacha, supposed to be Stanley, was at Bahr Glaze],
qcarrying ail before him,>' wliatever that may mean. Thougli the time

ha8 been long, there seems yet some reason to, hope for the s'afety of the
ifltrepid explorer. It must be confessed, hiowever, that witli each suc-
06ssive week that brings no reliable tidings, the margin of . ground
reraiîning for sucli hope will be rapidly narrowing. More hnnn
""oIths have now passed since the date at wbich lie should have reached
P'r'rin Bey had aIl gone well, and news of bis arrivai sbould have been
lioa bY the first of the present year.

MQNIRAL LE ~TTER.

ýV8it Taileyrand who remarked the tenden--y of hurnanity to fight fo
religion, to argue about religion, to preacli religion, whule the thouglit of
Practising religion neyer seemed to cross its pre-occupied mind ? Grateful
thoflgh we may ha that the law lias given the Press passe partout, which
b kilfullY employed for our learning reveals ail desirable and undesîrable
k!lowledga. There are timas when, despite uncontrollable twinges of
curiosîtY7 we wouid fain see veiled thoso proceedings, but very indirectly
aftecting the public, yet whose publication is so strong to destroy faith in
insttutions8 mon must either profoundiy respect or heartily ridicule. The
'neetiflg 8 of the Diocesan Synod were certainly rather less edifying than

19i Iiht have hopod. During four days last week congregated many
reverend gentlemen to talk of temperance work, the religious toaclîing of
the YOutng, a home for deaconesses, the substitution of the naine, IlThe
Ohurl'i Of England in Canada," for IlThe United Churcli of England and
Ireland '> and other reforms. Important as sucli questions arc in ecciesi-

4tcieYes, ta the ordinary layman they doubtless assume a far lesser

rAg9Ulde so that when lie hears them discussed with the temper born of
tropical June afternoons, bis wonder may border on amusement. But why

fIed4 lie hear them discussed? The resuit concernis him, nothing else.

'eyPregent to unfriendîy creeds and denominations the spectacle of
Ceeri8al fire raining upon an unfortunate daily, because forsooth it lad

liitdadopted inataad of dropped ? Seems there not somiething wof ully
11gr0n"' 8u in mingling tirades against Ilthe brutaiity of the press " with

seh1ýes to utilize love and zeal for practical purposes ? Wbiat nîight
theU Wee "aour spcial " an auditr at those mysterious deliberations of

% 1glitF of the round table in the Capital is left ta one's imagination.
then cambatants for spiritual weal should enjoy a similar immunity
V* ' Pbliitywhila the delicato forethought and perception which shroud

lith, icu"in concerning matters temporal could shield, yea bide entirely,ithexclletaffect, worthy ecclesiastics when in that always unbecomingtaoral flégligé necossjtatad by heated argument.

bâth. W are horrihly disappointed to find lier Majesty apoyfcd
'rter cY reature af anything but queen-like mien, and the brightest speci-

'st 8 rfong the tan thousand, until they speak, mistakablo for very
Ïda cbleds qually imaginative foroigners who have some vague

led ahtthe Lachine rapids being Ilshot on toboggans " guided by
oqi. rigines, aîways arrive here with ut iapitdar

Ii rslto'y funny. Prince Roland Bonaparte expected to behold Niagara

JQýeeewiidness and the pilot at Lachine a m1ulticolotir old gentleman.
V, Our civiiizatian was soon pardoned amidst the luxuries of the
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Windsor, and but a cursory glance at the city made the favourable impres-
sion, but a cursory glance aiways does. Prince Roland came to Amerîca
to attend the Antbropologicai Congress in tlie States. Wbile there lie
delivored one or two lectures on the Chinese discovery of America.
These occasioned much newspaper discussion, lis works compromising,
among others, Premières nounvelles concernant l'éruption de Kracalosa, it
must have been very satisfactory for hiim to finid gracing the shelvos of tha
national library in Washing1ton. Like Mrs. X., wbo was glad tliey had
re-elected President Cleveland because slîe fourid Mrs. Cleveland "lso nice."
Prince.Roland pronounces "(,le first lady " all that a Frenchian wouid be
lîkeiy to pronounce lier. Having mnarried an immense fortune, in the
person of Mlle. Blanc, the daughter of the Monaco iniliionaire, this studious
noble devotes bimself entirely to scientific pursuits and travel. The mna
decree of General Boulanger bani8hed iiumn fromn the army, and a stiil more
arbitrary proceeding, by which lis grandfather, Prince Lucien, brother of
Napoleon 1., was eut off from succession, prevents bis now being the chief
of the Huse of Bonaparte.

Monsieur Faucher de St. Maurice, in a l rencb paper bere, speaks very
promisingly about France as an excellent market for Canadian produce.
But that we sliould en.joy advantages ,similar ta those of other countries
transacting business withli er, the commercial treaty between La Nouvelle
France and tlie old must stipulate a very decideci diminution of the duty
at present lcvied on Frenchi wincs and liquors. tJnder these conditions
friendly arrangements would be quite feasible l\Vonsipur de Freycinet thinks,
tbough of course lie could not take any steps iii the matter before prelimi-
nary parley with Eîîgland. Il Wouldn't sucli a treaty equal all the Scott
Acts 1" continues Monsieur de St. Maurice. It appears we iniglit expact
thc consumnption af alcoliol ta lessen greatly were " the pure juice of the
grape brougbht witbin reacli of modest purses. i)oubtless, but thc rub is
wbere ta tind this Il pure juice." Everyoiie wvill tell yoti in France how
exorbitantly thc demand for it exceeds the ,iupply, while you have only to
sip those ambiguotns decoctions "Il~i's witli board at many Parisian
Pensions ta be canvince(l of the truth. af the statemfeiit. Froin a recent
French beer exhibition we realized liow rapidly thiis beverage xvas increasing
iii popuiarity. Now, silice sucli is the case, where (Io thiey expect ta dis-
caver xvine for exportation ?i wine, cf course, cheap enougli ta supply the
needs of the workingmani. A tipsy Frenchman at home anc very rarely
sees, yet lie lias mia sooner landled bore Lhan we perceive with dismay bis
adapting himiseif ta, our least enviable oustamns 5kud habits. I speak, natu-
rally, af the lower class. This seems another proof in favour ai light duty
an clieap wines, but now we ask whether after ahl Canadian labouring
people would drink these, for thc liquars and " vin du pays" sold at
smali French cabarets are simply execrable, and seemaingly only palatabie
ta the man wlio bias inherited bis tastes xvith bhis sabots.

I cannat tell you ai a prettier siglit than th-it which Dominion Square
oflers during aur suitry evenings, wheil up fram thc noisome town camne
tbousands af weary and beavy laden ta wvalk, ta talk and ta breatbe in this
lavely open spot, xvhile a very respectable band does its best ta give themn
tlie worth of tlieir elfort ta hear it. Louis LLOYD,

IAN lISi' ABIIUAD.

TUEs wind sobbed iii long siglis about thc bouse iii the eariy morning,
making me think af an aid fisherman's renmark ta a lady wlio was far from
lier haone, for wbich she lad a great ionging. "'Ay .iessic," lie said, "Iyaur
siglis are e'en likf.- the wind wlien its sighin' througli main." But the gray
sky iowering over the gray Forth did îîat deter me from waiking bastily
ta tlie station and buying a ticket for Gliasgow, for tIc proverbial wet
weather af that place dispels ahl hope if a fina day there. The train had
scarcely started before the big draps fell, and a mist accumulating on the
windows, the landscape was obscured, excopt when iii desperatian 1 brushad
a loophole of observation, througî which I perceived the fog trailing its
ragged skirts about the hli tops, and lad accasional glimpses ai the silver
lineofa canal now cannecting the Frith af Forth with the Frith ai Clyde.

A young Scotch giant occupicd the saine carniage wîth lue0, whom it
was a delight ta look upon. Rie appeared at peace witî al mnankind as he
whistied the "lMiserere " ta the large foot lie hcld up in front of him. I
would fain have attributod bis great strength and sizo ta an oatmeal diet,
but the use ai this as standard food in Scotland is purely mythical, so I
had ta content mysoîf with believing my young Hiercules a kind of accident
of Nature. The rcply of thie Scateliman ta the Englishman wha taunted
him with oating food which they gave ta borses in England-" Whaur did
you ever see sic hanses, or sic men '?"-led me ta expect "lsic men " as I
hava not sean in this rùgged country.
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