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ODDS AND ENDS.
IN building brick bouses

in positions where tbey
are not protected by sur-
rounding property do not
forget tbat hollow walls
tsill add greatly to the
convenience of the oc-
cupiers. They will render
the hous.cooler in sus-
mer and warmer in the
winter, and will assist in
materially in keeping the
bouse dry. The cost of
holiow wals is only very
little higher than that of
swails built solid.

During the hot weather
tihat has prevailed of late

ie is of great importance in erecting buildings in stone or brick
to thoroughly we every stone or brick before it is laid. The
water not only. removes any dust that may have accumulated and
would prevent the mortar adbering, but it causes a much better.
adherence betveen the bricks or stunes and the morta r than
mould otherwise be the case, because of the tendency tu suck up

moisure in dry and hot reather. This may seem a n rst sight
an item of little importance, but there is tnore in i thtan may

appear.
* *

What is the best paint for generai iron work used in the con-
struction of a building? Many prefer meallic paint, but ex-

perience bas shortn that for practical purposes nothing is better
than red lead. The first cost is somerhat greater, but the il.
creased durability renders it cheaper in the end. It should be
added that the red lead should be applied directly to surface of
the chtan iron, not on top of a coet of oil or of metallic paint as
is sonetimes done.

. * *

A metod of tnishing doors and other voodwork that appears
to be coming inte favor is the following : The doors are of bard.
wood and are tilled wvith a very dark filler; tiey are then polish-
ed in iax, when they present a semi-duli appearance that is
somewhat pleasing. Ornamental headed nails made of svisite
metal are then driven in the doors ait regular intervals but in a
way to forni n sonewhat elaborate design ofscrolls. Each of the
doors leading into the saine hal'are finished in different designs
as tar as the nais are concernied, but the prevailing colur is the
same throughout. The effect is very good.

**

A paragiaph that went the rounds of the architectual press
about a year or sa ago was to the effect that in Norway the cus-
tom is, in building in swinter, ta use mortar white it is hot, atter
slaking, with the object of preventing the mortar froi freezing
before it bas time to set hard. The item is plausible enough,
but the usefulness of the information is destroyed by the fact
that lime that evolves much heat is entirely unsuitable for the
use of making good mortar.

* *

Painting is periaps less understood by builders and archi-
tects than other branches atire building trade. For instance in
tinishing in the natural wood specitications frequently call for
shellac and two conts et varnish in jobs where such a finish ti
notrequired. Shellac isprobably the best tirst coat for bard pine
that there is, but is not tio expensive for ordinary work. "Liquid
iller" or surfacer is largely used as a substitute in the United

States and gives general satisfaction while saving at least one
third of the cost, because the liquid Rler is practically a varnish
although it contains silex, starch or other substance that fills up
the pores of the wood and stops suction. A little point that is
not generally known even among among painters is this: To
produce the best results use liquid filler for the firti coat and
add about one third of the ller ta the second coat. A third
coat of vartish just as it cones from the cans will make a very
good job. The riter recently saw a church the walls and ceil-
ing of which svre Rnished in pie that had been treated in the
vay described with very satisfactory results.

FIRE ESCAPES FOR PUBLIC BUILDINGS.
Quiec, AuGUsT i9th i8a.

Editor. Cs..otvsaitn ncerc an un.tset.
Sîa,-New Yorks and more recently Baston's newbuildingtw, as noticed

and commented on n tate isum of the New York Engineeriag Record con-
tais many pertinent provisions as ta the safety of buildings against accidents
by lre, or due ta faulty construction; but t have not yet sten anything in
in them or in those of any erher city, which thoroughly provides for asipe

in cise of lire, frot the upper tiers or galleries of theaters. assembly and
letre halls, academies, of music and the lite, or trom the upper floors or
stories et factories, colleges, conents, asylums, hoets and barding or
even tenantied hases, ner, in a word, from any building where thee art
large asemblages of hun bemngs and especially when tîhe old and inrm
bave to be deait with. as wel as the heIpless iant.

Regsrding such buildings, a provision of tie Boston Act " is thait they
shall have fron each aparment (wheh, of course, as rimeas frrom each
floor or sitey) iwo independent ways of egress, one of which shall e n-
clsed in brick rails and shatl bave no iserior openings other than the
doors of the apartments from which i isa aexi.

Now there is certinly no bsolute safety in bhis proviso of doors opening
fromt the inside into said stairway; fr eent though the enlosure be of brick
and the slairs of iron, stone or other ncombustible materia, and that fiames
from below coud tierefore not tus up through sich a stairway and enclanger
the floors above, still the fti of any communicrtion a al between the
stairway and the iside of the buiiing would tlloe ail of the heated air snd
gases firot the buring partions i tie building to pais upward through
such a well or shaft, and thus ffcttually cut off retret in tiat diretion.

On the contrary, any dirctt communication beteen the interior and the
taircims ahoukî be studiously avoided. The siairs should ony b eatid

by passisg out fron the apartiment on te an atier unnclosd landing. or
open a t he sky, and thnce ta the saierway; and as I proposed rame yars
ago in a paper read belre Section 111 of the Royal Society. I am still of the
opinion and maintain that (hare is no other solution possible in the at of
escape fromn a single or double sertes of roms in a hotel or boarding school.
etc., opening on a corridor with stairways ai each end thereof, allowing the
beated si, sud smoke from below te aseend sud ill the passags, thus cut.
ting off escape in the direction of their lengh, tian hy egress frtm eah
and evsry mear aidow of eci and every fler above the first or ground
fler. by stepping over the sill ou to a continuos troun balcony (narrow and
witt sice se net te ostruc iglit to the winrdow belouw} cmmuneiting
with thestalr-way-oneor moraurecording te (ie extent-theoccupantsofthe
front mors having onlyt ta iros the corridor and escape through the wiadow
of the sar roma oppsite their own.

These stair-ways wien in the rar ani leading down t aun interior court
enclosed on ail sides, should communficate with the open, the front et the
building of street, by a fireproof passage-way leading from star ta front,
and as such patage.ways need rt necessrily a more han of i anine
height, the exterior could be reached and the street level attained ky a short
flight of iron steps, withoat in any way cutting off communication between
any of the ground Roor roas or corridors.

The only argument I have herd adduced against these continus bal.
coniesait allarnd the interior courts of a htîe, is on the score of iat of
priacy in se of a person trom any one of the roms prying into a neigh-
boring apartmnt; but as there is not supposai to be any attraction toards
the re, the difticulty might maily ie got over by posting in ach roum
among other ries and regulations ta he ollowed by tei guests, "No access
taesar galleriesallowed except in maof ire" with the addition ofcrtains or
firsting ta the lower halfor ash to rader peepitg in a profiuessadeur.

Where, a in a theater or concert hait, escape must be looked for in the
opposite direction or toarris te streat or exerier, the same continuous
balconies or verandahs can be made an ornanental feature of the sevtra
ficades, or of one or more of them orn the levet of eah and every lier of in-
side gallaries or boxes. as lately done (I do not say in obedience ta my
suggestion, though asmetime cter 1 made i public) in a theater at Antwerp
in Flandres, where each of the Are ties of inner galleries commuicates by
some 25 doors or openings radiaing iem the auditorium with a corrspond-
ing series of ouler balcoires reaching firai tier level by lixed iron stair.ways,
and thence the str et by (lding stairs immediaely detachable on the mere
pressr of a <set spring. et wher thr lirai lier usai may maily b jumpet
item without danger ta lifs or limb; the non-existence of fixed stairs froas
stret level being of course a preventiveagainst cass tr t he building except.
ing through the ingress door where tickets of admission art collected.

Such a system of lire escape galleries and trairs and passages t haverom.
butied nt in any mat to neessarily excred item 3 to 5 per cent. of the total
cost of any building il migit he applied to.

CAs. BAttt.aIR, Architrat. etc.

(Correspndncesofthu Canvaten AcaicANButtutursatî.Duu>.
FoIllwing is the Program of tha meeting of thPserin fQubee

Association ofArchitecis to he tld on the 28b and agh ofSept., in the
reos of the Association. 186 Si. James S.:-

Thrsday. 28th., Forenroon-Annual imating a rao.Sa.m. -reding
minutes, report, &c.; Presidents addeis; election ofolicers; other business.
Afternoon-- 3 -Rdingofpapershymembers. Evtning-8.to-Annuai
dinner at the City Club, Si. James Street.

Friday, apth, ao.oo a.m.-Meet ai rooms of the Association and drive
ta Vicioi a Hospital, new huildingsofMcGill College, andnew High Sbool.
Atemoon-Visiting un rcollections. buildings, &c., at discretion ofiembers.

September, 1892


