
THE MONETARY TIMES.

-A curions example of the urvival of red
tape in a department of the goverument of
Canada was brought to our notice, says the
Ottawa Journal. A leading Ottawa firm had
plans prepared for changes in a building. The
architect mailed the plans from Montreal on
the 6th instant, but made a mistake in affixing
the postage stamps, and the parcel was de-
tained here for insufficient postage, and sent to
the dead letter office in order that the usual
form of notification might be gone through
with the orthodox solemnity and delay. In
the meantime the firm began telegraphing to
find out what had become of the parcel, but
without succes. Yesterday, the 10th instant,
four days after'the parcel was posted at Mon-
treal, the arties were enable to get their
parcel. T he firm is one of the most promi-
nent in Ottawa, and the amount of public
revenue involved was two cents.

MONTREAL MARKETS.

MONTREAL, DEc. 24th, 1890.

AsExs.-Reoeipts are showing a slight in-1
erease and figures for the month will be a
little ahead of last December. The demand
has slackened for pots, and values show some
easing off. Quotations for first quality are
$5.55 to 85.65; for seconds there is very little
enquiry, and pearle are very dull with nominal
values. Stock in store about 75 barrels.

CEKENTs, FIBEBRICKS, &c.-General dulness
prevails in these lines. There has been some
dickering with a view to the concentration of
stocks of cement, but holders would make no
concessions on prices and the possible corneri
fell through.

DBuGs AND CHEImeAL.-A quiet seasonable1
trade prevails in tlhese departments of trade,1
and there is no very notable disturbance ofi
values. Bicarb. soda rules very firm and aur'
last quotations may be advanced ten cents ;1
tartarin and citrie acids are very firm; quinine.
dull as ditch water-, opium rather weaker1
owing to the desire of New York holders with1
large stocks to realize ; oil of lemon has madei
a considerable start upwards and is quotedg
twenty.five cents dearer.

Da GooDs.-A prominent dry goods man
just returned from a brief trip west of Toronto
reports retail trade fairly good, but no partiou.
lar " snap " to it. They want snow to make
trade better. A traveller's letter from British
Columbia reports business there s very good,
so much so that he can get little of the mer.
chants' time to look at samples. In eastern
sections the arrival of snow has helped trade
somswhat, and we are glad ta be able to note
some improvement in remittances from
country sections. City holiday trade is goo>d
and collections from this quarter are favorably
spoken of. Values in all lines of textile manu.
factures rule firm.

Fmns.-A good Imany fair lots of raw furs
have been bought in during the last ten days,
and trappers and dealers have realized satis-
factory prices. Bear, skunk, inskrat and
mink continue in demand for local consump-
tion. We hear of country dealers offering some
pretty high figures for beaver, but if they
expet to realize more than our qnotations
from eity wholesale dealers twe fear they
will be disappinted. We quote :- Beaver,
îer lb. 84.00 to 4.50; bear, r skin,

810 to 15; bear cub,85 to8; fiser, 88.50
to 5 ; fox, red, 01 to 1.25; fox, cross, $2.50 to
5 ; lynx, $1.50 to 2.50; marten, 75 to90c; mink,
11.50 to 1.75; muskrat, fall, 12 and 15c.;
otter, $8to l0; raccoon,50to 60e; skunk,50, 75c.
and s1.00,according to quality and stripe.

Gnocuiam.-Trade in whalesale circles is
rather quiet at the moment, as might be
expected. The only noteworthy change since
this day week is the decline of *c. in sugars.
Granulated at the refinery is now 6qo. yellows
range from 4îc. for very dark samples to 5to-
The future of the sugar market is being much
discussed; by the provisions of the McKmnley
bill raw sugars will be free on the first of April,
and how the change may affect the Canadian
trade will be anxiously looked for. Japan
teas continue very steady. There are no
blooks of goods lying around and the few
oonsigned lots here are firmly hshd. We se
some quotatians of Valencia raisins at 6*ta
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B., but we are assured by different authorities
bat no desirable fruit can be had at these
fgures. From 6j to 6ic. is a fair figure for
ound fruit; layers, 7Ï to 80. It is raid first
hands are now asking 6ic. for good .Valencias
n quantity. Currants and other lines as
before. In aanned goods salmon is rather
ûrming up.

LEATHE.-No sales of any consequence are
reported during the past week, and very little
business is looked f.or during the next fort-
night. Stocks are in healthy compass and
prics as lait quoted. There have been no
recent shipments to England fromthis markes,
but we hear of ome moderate lots going from
Quebec. We quote:-Spanish sole, B. A.,
No 1, 21 to 28. ; do., No. 2, B. A., 18 to 19e.,
NIo. 1,ordinary Spanish, 20 taN21c.; No. 2;
ditto, 17 ta 18e.; No. 1, China, 19 to 20c.; No. 1
elaughter, 22 to 25c.; No. 2 do., 21 to 22c.;
American oak sole, 39 to 43c.; British oak
sole, 88 to 45c. ; waxed upper, light and
medium, 33 to S6c.; ditto, heavy, 31 to 85e.;
grained, 32 to 84e.; Scotch grained, 82 to 37c.;
splits, large, 16 to 24c.; do., small, 15 to 160.;
oalf-splits, 32 to 83e.; calfskins (85 to 40 lbs.),
50 to 60e.; imitation French calfskins, 65 to
800.; russet sheepskin linings, 30 to 40e.; har-
ness, 28 to 29e.; buffed cow, 12 to 14e.; pebbled
oow, 12 to 15. ; rough, 20 to 250.; russet and
bridle, 45 to 55c.

METALS AND HAn wARE.-Continued dalness
prevails in these lines; as a leading broker put.
it, " there is not a blessed thing doing," and
we cannot note a single change on the list of
local quotations. In Glasgow warrants have
ruled steady for the last several days at 46s. 6d.
being some slight gain on last week's figures.
In maker's pries, Eglinton and Dalmellington
are cabled 6d. higher.

OMS, PAINTS AND GLiss.-Show no move-
ment just now and stock taking is the present
occupation of most houses. Linseed oil and
turpentine are at figures quoted last week, also
fish ails. Castor oil is rather easier at 11e. in
a jobbing way. Leads, colors, glass as before.
We quote:-Leads (chemically pure and
first-class brands only) 86; No. 1, 85 to
5.50 ; No. 2, $4.75; No. 3, 04 to 4.50 ; dry white
lead, 5j to 5¾e.; red do., 4tc.; London washed
whiting, 50.; Paris white, 90c. to 81; Cook-
son's Venetian red, $1.60 to 1.75; other brande
of Venetian red, $1.40 to 1.60; yellow ochre
$1.50 to 1.75; spruce ochre, 02.25 to 2.50. Win-
dow glass, 81.50 per 50 feet for first break, $1.60
for second break ; 5e. off for 100 box lots.

INVESTMENT

TORONTO MARKETS.

TonoNTo, Dec. 24th, 1890.

BooT" AND SHoEs.-The business being done
continues satisfactory. Seasonable good, such
as overshoes, rubbers, and all kinds of felt
goods, are in brisk demand. Nunerous sort-
ing orders are being received, but they are
generally of small size. Stocktaking and
factory repairs occupy the attention of manu-
facturers considerably at present.

Dneus.-Business in the warehouses is
neither active nor quiet. There is not much
movement in drugs, though there is a bit of a
stir in druggists' sundries and fancy goods.
There is very little change in values, but heavy
goods are firmer because of their being stored
for the winter.

FwouB AND MAL.-The dulness in flour is
very marked, only a local business doing, and
people will hardly buy oatmeal when it is
higher than flour. So about the only thing in
this line moving is bran. We quote patent
winter wheat flour 84.70 to 5.00, while patent
spring is down to 85 to 5.10 nominal; Mai-
toba patent $5.80; strong bafrers 85 to 85.10.
These prices are for the most part nominal,
for no shipments are being made eastward.
Bran is scarce and wanted at 018 per ton.

Funs.-The present season for furs has been
exceptionally gratifying to wholesale houses,
being the best that Toronto has seen for some
years. All kinds of furs are in small compass,
the following particularly so-beaver, grey
lamb, and Alaska sable. The favorable wea-
ther has stimulated orders from country and
city, and in addition, higher prices in every
other market, with certain increased values
next season ; buyers have not at all been timid.
Skins of all kinds have been asked for in this
market, to supply Montreal, Boston and New
York. Recent advances from all European
centres confirin the impression that furs will
be dearer next season.

GRA.-We can report very little activity in
grain; Old Country markets are steady, hav-
ing settled down. Chicago bas dropped 2c.
since Saturday. There is no No. 1 winter

3 wheat in this market, but in No. 2 there are
transactions outside at equal to 93 to 9tc.;

- there are sales of No. 1 spring at 86 to 87c.
5 We note one transaction where 20,000 bushels

sold this week for expors, an unprecedented
thing for so.e years, for of late, and for a long
while, we have been above an export basis;
No. 2 is moving in fair parcels at 83 to 84c.

BONTDS-

Thoe Bominioi S9 Beosit Ieros andLoiiCool LO.
Head OMce-The Canadian Bank of Commerce Building, King st. W., Toronto.

CAPITAL, ONU MILLION DOLLARS.
DIfREUif rs

W. D. Matthews. Esq., President. Henry W. Darling, Esq., Vice-Preo.
John 1 Davidson, . . F. McKInno,Esq. G. B. Sith Esq.,-.P.P.H. W. Nelson, Esq. J. P. Clark, Esq. J. H. Starr, Esq.M• C. COamren, Esq. Bobert Kilgour, Euq. Alexander Naira, Esq.
Thomas MeCraken, Esq. Robert UaVIs, Esq. Eugeae O'Keete, Esq.

Aaron Boss, Esq.
This Company à now ssung $100. $900 $300.$0 and $500 investment bonds payable lu five tan andfiteen yearu rom date oaiIssus, with psrdcipaion in profita. aftording all thse vantages af compound

Inters. accumulations on small sums of money. These bonds are the obligations of bis Company andare 1el1 protected bya sinking fu-id, invested in first.elass real eatate mortgages. They are plaindeft ecnes, subjet ta no contingencles wbatsver, are non-forfeitable ai ter one annual payment,
with values defintely stated thereon. or a @mail outlay they secure a fixed and generous return.To Bondholders who complete their cointracta the Company guarantee compound interest at therate of Four Per Cent. Per Annum.

TheCompany is prepared t> receive applications from reliable agents at al points where it in notalready repreaented. W .K R ,M ng«WM. KERR, Mana;e..
The safe De ait Vaultsa of the Company cannot be surpassed for abeolute security. OMI andexamine or write or circular.

STEEL WIRE CHAIN.
BROWN'S PATENT.

CUT SHOWING FULL SIZE OF NO. O.
Strongest, Cheapest and Best Chain in the Market. Made of Hard Drawn Steel Wire. Actual tests show

three times t e strength of o dinary welded chain. We are now making four
miaze,wis:00,000.00.0. Bond for Samples and Prices.

B. GREENING WIRE CO., LD., HAMILTON, ONT.
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