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iving a report that Big Bear had given
fn?:ne:ﬁ up (?x:)the 2nd Ju!y to & small
Jdetachment of mounted police at Cariton.
This actually completed the perfect suc-
cegs of our campaign, but our joy was
damped by the untimely de.nth of Lt. Cpl.
Williams, M.P., commanding the Mid-
landers. He died on board the steamer
from the effects of n chill. His loss was
universally deplored, not only by us, his
.comrades, but by the whole of Canada.
1 cannot better conclude this narrative
thar hy quoting the General Order with
whicb 1 took leave of my force:

¢ 1n thus completing the breaking-up
of the Northwest Field Foree, which has
been under the imwmeldiate command of
Major Gencral Middleton during the late
campaign, he cannot let the officers and
men comprising it separate without ex-
pressing his great satisfaction with them.
During the whole time he has not had-to
assemble one court-martial ; and, in fact,
therc has been an almost total absence
of crime. The troops have had great
hardships to undergo, and real difficult-
irg to overcome, and haove borne and met
th:m like mem, with ready cheerfulness
and without complnint. They, as un-
tried volunteer-soldiers, have had to move
in a country where nn extraordinary
seare existed, hand against ‘an enemy with
whom 1t was openly prophesied they
would be unable [o cope, unless with
great superiority of numbers. The scare
they disregarded, as shown by the fact
that during the whole three months not
more than two o three fulse tlarms 100k
place in camp, and the prophecy they ial-
sified by beatiug back the enemy with
a fighting line only equal if not inferior
to him in numbers. Each regiment, corps,
or arm of the eervice has vied one against
the other, and each has equally we]l done
its duty; mot forgeting the transport
service, which under its two able offi-
cers has so well nided our movemmente,
the medical department which has been
o efiiciently directed, and the chaplains
who have 60 carefully and arduously
ministered to our spiritual comiorts. Qhe
Major General iu taking farewel]l of his
old comrades begs to wish them all hap-
piness and success in their scveral
walks in life, and o sincerely thank
them, one and all, for having by their
gallantry, good conduct, and hard work,
enabled him to carry to a successful con-
clusion what will probably b his last
campaign.”

The End.

THE NATIONAL RIFLE
ASSOCIATION.,

Ii the account of thecir stewardship for
1§93, issued by the Council of the Na-
tionul Rifle Association, is not of that
all-round rosy character which they, and
thc'friom]s of the interests confided to
their care, would have wished, there is
4 good deal in it from which heart of
grace may be taken. That portion of
the report which is addressed pereonally
to the members is very brief. No effort
18 made to minimise the effect of such of
it phases as fail to afford subject for con-
gratulation, while, on the other haud,
10 undue elntion is manifested in refer-
ence to matters having the merit of being
satisinetory. The past year’s report is
the thirty-fourth of the eerics, and the
fourth since the removal from Wimble-
'.'f’" to Bisley Henth, where the meeting.
if it does not flourish like the proverbial
kreen bay-tree, is at least firmly rooted
#nd acelimatised.  As we have said, the
report, pure and simple, is brief, and its
puints calling for specinl notice are few.

¢ are referied to Lord Robort's advocacy
of thf standing position for short-rang.
shooting.  In this conncetion some cu-
Flo8ity muy, perhaps, be felt ns to whe-
thor‘the Couneil will have the courage
of his Lordship’s opinion and endenvour
tu introduce more shoulder shooting into

this season’s programme. Mention is
alsc made of the admission of Veterans
to certain competitions as heretofore. Our
readers are aware of what is contemplat-
ed in reference to this class of competi-
tion this year. In regard to Tyros, for
whom cuusiderable provision was made
by the addition of one hundred £1 prizes
in the first stage oi the Queen’s, and the
institution of the Jeffery. All will De in-
terested ia the information that 208 of
these hitherto non-winners took prizes in
the Queen’s list.
* % # » ‘

The finaucial features of the report,
which are the real tests of success or
jailure, are, to quote from the book it-
sclf, ¢ ‘fairly satisfactory.” The sum of
£1,000 has bren paid off the amount due
to the bankers. This reduction of lia
bility hae, admittedly, not been effected
on the etrength of the year’s profits, see-
ing that none was made. The payment
was made chiefly out of the balance
‘brought forward from 1892. Regard-
ing the actual trading—to speak commer-
cially—there was a loss of a little over
£200 on the year’s transactions, as
against over double that sum in 1892.
In view of the foregoing, it is scarcely
neeessary for the Couucil to state that
they will not considor the position of
the Asgociation to be thoroughly saltis-
factory until the roeeipts exceed the ex-
peaditure.  The throwing open of certain
competitions during the first week of the
meeting hasl the cffect of somewhat in-
creasing the receipts; there wuas, how-
ever, a considerable set-off for cxpenses
cause} tiiercby. Somethibg will no doubt
b2 ea.d at the general mecting on these
points, as no expression of approval or
otherwise of the innovation is made in
the report. There is one matter, a Jittle
one of itself, perhnps, but which is wej-
come as indicating which way the wind
blows, and that is, the increase in the
number of vigitors to the camp during
the meeting.  In 1892 the members of
what may be called ““ the public” who
visited Bisley were 5,451 ; list year
these figures were exceeded by about five
hundred.  The greater influx of peaple
did not, however, mecan a correspond-
ing number of shillings to the coffers of
the Associntion, owing to an arrange-
ment by which the railway company
ehares in the procecds. The Council have
uafortunat-ly to d-pler> a continuance
of the falling-off—apparent in other
years—in the receipts from annual sub-
ecriptions. More serious still is the de-
crease in the number of entries for most
of the principal prizes, i.e.. those that
constitute th backbon» of the Bisley meet-

ing.
* * »* *

The various comparative tables prov-
fded for the information of the members
afford interest amd instruction. Taking
the Queen’s, ur coming first in erider of
importance, we finl that the eatries fell
away by f{ifty-three from {the previous
year. and by forty-five for the the
George’s.  The All-Comers. Graud Aegre-
gate, and the Martins suffered in about
the same degree. and the Volunieer Agz-
gregate and Daily Graphic  still more
severely.  To mention some few others
of the M.-H. competitious: the Armour-
ere lost forty-six entries:  Alexandea,
geventeen ; Extira Prizes, jorty-four ; Gre-
gory, 102 ; Ieath. 376 : Pirbright, up-
warls of H00.  Against the foregoing.
the entries for the Carrinzton went up
268. the Extra Prizes and Kynoeh over
200 each. the Pavilion considerably over
100. In the first series of the Tit-Bits
therc was the large addition of over 700
to the figures of 1892, whilst nearly 300
more entrants were attracted by the new
conditions of the Prince of Wales’. and
the Wantage had not far short of an in-
ereass of 400.  Th- hope of winning one
ot the gixteen prizes in the Jeffery drew
1 037 entries.  The sueecrsa of this con-
test shonld, we think. be sufficienily en-

couraging to induce the Council to see the
expediency of extending the prize ligt this
year. The entries in the Any Rifle cate-
gory would scem to have been a dim-
inishing quantity, mainly owing to a
falling-off of about one-third for the As-
sociation Cnp contest. On the other
hand, those in the five competitions re-
gerveG for M.B.L. rifles show an increase
of thirty-three, a result which is chieily
duc to the Steward. Whilst proof was
aiforded of increased interest in such
team contests as the Brinsmead, Belgian,
Mappin, Mullens, and the China Cup, etc.,
it is regrettable to see a drop of from
thirteen teams to eight in the Duke of
Westminster. In this conngction we can-
not help thinking that the path of wis-
dom lays in the direction of offering
money prizes in addition to ihe trophy.
There was o decline in the aggregate of
entrants for the contests restricted to
eporting rifles; and, on the contrary,
a very material increase is apparent in
the category of competitions headed as
“various,”” there secming to have been
a considerable rush of competitorse. These
include the Morris, Smokeless Powder,
Walsrode, and the Whitchead, and they
between them ran on the substantial ad-
dition. of upwards of five hundred more
entries than in 1892. The various re-
volver and pistol competitions show
equally satisfactory results, whilst there
were more than five thousand shots fired
at ordinary pool. In conclusion, it may
be stated that a comparison of the shoot-
ing results of the various competitions
of 1893 compare in a higlly favorable
manner with those of the previous year.
—The Volunteer Record.

THE CANADIAN MILITIA
ITS IMPERIAL IMPORTANCE.

In common with other of our Co onial
Forces the Capadian Mi itia is far too
frequent’y regarded from a lmited and
local point of view, and it is forgotten
that it Is in fast a not unimportant
Hnk In. the scheme of Imperial Defence.
True, there are other links upow which
the prineipal strain of any war we are
likely to he engaged in will more pro-
bably fall, but it cannot be predicted,
when once hostilities have broken out,
what portions of the Empire may be-
come affected nor preecisely what dutles
will fall to each. This much, however,
is cectain, that a co’ony neglecting
during peace to prepare to the best of
fts abiity for its own defence is in-
viting attack at any time that, in the
op’nion of an encmy, it cou'd not easlly
at the moment be atforded support by
the Imperial Forces.

We wou'd not bhe understood to In
any way advoeate n se’fish and short.
ighted po’iey on the part of any of
the Co'onfes, a polry which would dis-
socinte the defence of partieu'ar port
tions of the Empire from that of the
who'e. On the contravy, we hold, that
the cafety and we'l-being of the Empire
abzo'utels require that a complefth
understanding shou'd he arrived at hy
all its component parts as to the re.
quirements for Tmperial Defence.

In this conneetion the o'd tustration
of the bund'e of sticks Is peeuliariy ap-
piieabhle. As Sir George Chesney ob-
gerved in the ecourse of his admirab'e
paper om “The British Empire.” read
by him at the meeting of the Royaf
Colonial Institute on Tucesday, it rve-
quires no great streteh of the imagin.
ation %o foresee that a great war
breaking out hefore any mutual undar-
standing or agreement had been ar-
rived at between the Mother Countey
and the Co'onles as to the relative ob-
{tgntions %o he undertaken by them,
or any mach!nery provided for the pro-
per employment of thelr jolnt resour-



