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SHAWN NA SOGGARTH;
OR,

THE PRIEST-HUNTELER.

AN IRISH TALE OF THE PENAL TIMES.

BY M. ARCHDEACON, ESQ.,
Author of the Legends of Conneught," §c.
CHAPTER XX.

Kir John was striding to and fro in Ins study
the morning succeeding the attack., There was
a deeper gloom on Lis brow, as he flung an ocea-
sional menacing glance from the letter e was
reading, 10 his vile agent, Shawn, who was stand-
ing near the door, with sullen doggedness to !lis
aspuet, except that, now and then, when Sir
Johu’s back was to him, there was on his face a
villainous leer, as 1l be were enjoying lus supe-
rior’s annoyauce.

« S0,” said Sir Johw, in a stern lone, as he
hafted abrupily, @ last night’s business will tell
finely for e in Dublm, after having received
such a rebuff from the Castle already. And you,
ruffiaus, to proclaim that the scum of rapparees
were urged on by the scoundrel, priest Kilger,
whom you have suflered to loiter about in the
district, corirary to your duty and directions.”

« But hiow, your noble honor, Sir Jehn,” ask-
ed Shawn, sullenly, # anl 1 to hunt the priest
down, if they’re to get sheiter from thim thats
ped for iakm’ Protesla_uS, as well as fromn out-
spoken an’ relapsed pagists L

it Silence, rascal,” suid Sir John, sternly ;—
& attempt no lying defence, I bave trust-worthy
irformation that you slept under the same roof
with Kilger, without attempting to apprehend
him. But, by the bones of Black Dick, (an an-
cestor the baronet was fond of making adjura-
tion by when much exciied) if you donot speed-
ily atose for your drusken negligence, by his
capture, I will make short work in sending you
on as long a voyage as any priest among them.”

« ' be sure, your noble honor can do just
whatever il pleases you to do. But whoever
gev you the information about Kilger, I have as
sartin evidence that parson Gordon, himself,
shelters papists an’ relapsed papists, an’ that the
coltage is still a din for every sthragglin’ priest
to shelter himsel’ in ; an’ how can I do my duty
in faivity, wlun such doin’s as that is put up
with 7

“ And here comes Mr. Gordon, in time to
disprove your assertion, or he shall bear more
about it.”

The rector was admitted, immediately follow-
ed by Ffolliot, wiule Aaron Andrews, who had
accompanied Mr. Gerdon, remamed in the area
abroad, his sturdy independence firing at the idea
of standing in the hall till he should be called in.

« Syr John, Sir John,” said Ffolliot, bursting
out velemently on his entrance, “ these are
dreadful times when a man’s house is attempled
to be burned almost in your very presence—the
king’s troops are shot at, and a man loses bis near-
est and dearest relative by a violent death, merely
because he was sanguinely and fearlessly loyal in
a rebellious and desperate district. But there
must be vengeance for this—" he slapped bis
hand across his brow as he leant against the win-
dow for a moment, as if averpowered by grief
aund vexation, though Sir John shrewdly sus-
pected there was more of vexatien in the matter
that men, however desperate, should have h:.v.d
the presumption to attack his house, than grief
for the loss of a brother, through whose death
money was to be gawed.

“ Aym] veugean:e there shall be, Mr. Ftol-
liot, rejoined Sir John: * though T must be
of opinion that, if the proprietors of property
could be brought to feel and exinbit the same
bold fearlessness which the authorities practice,
the cowardly rabble would seldom dare (o ven-
ture such attacks as that of last mght. But how
is it, Mr. Gordon, (turning to that gentlemnan)
that your name comnes te be mixed up with the
sheiteriug of papists, and thus, in sotiie Ineasure,
inviting and encouraging lawlessness ?

«That T would be among the first to prevent
and discourage acts of aggression and outrage 1s
30 widely known, that it is but a waste ot words
to assertit now. As regards my acts and opi-
nions in reference to other matters, they have
been kuown to you, Sir Johr_l, o_f l_ong‘r standnqg ;
and in that respect, without infringing on cxist-
ing laws, I shall continue o act as IE, think befits
a gentleman and a Chnistian pastor.

“ And do you think if Christian or gentleman-
like to sympathise with such as defy the Iawszz
attack houses and commit midmght murder?
asked Frolliott, with some vehemence.

«] must claim the privilege of being allowed
to form my own estimate of crimes and the
«causes that produce them, at the sume time that
I deplore as deeply as any one can, the daring
attack on your house, Mr. Ffolliot, and your me-
lancholy bereavement in consequence.”

¢« An’ Mr. Ffolliot needn’t be too hard on the
tinants gither, your noble honor,” said Shawn,
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son takes good care to visit an’ cumfort a papist
lady purty of’n, as Mr. Gordon could bawr it-
ness to, if he liked.”

“To tell the truth, Sir John,” observed the
rector, avoiding all reference to Shawn’s allu-
sion, * much as ! sympathise in Mr. Flolliot’s
great less, it is not in relerence to Lis concern
in last night’s unfortunate affair that T have come
here this morning. We sll know you will spare
neither time nor energy to make the offenders
expiate their foul and daring crime; and as my
time is limited, in consequence of Maria’s having
received a severe shock thirough the terrors of
the last night, perhaps you will permit me to say
at once, that ny present visit to you is owing to
a serious charge by a parishioner of mine against
the troop-serjeant-major in command of the dra-
goons last night; the charge 1s the abduction of
Ins daughter, an only child, during the coanfusion
of the proceedings.”

By the bones of Black Dick, the last seems
ta be a mght of adventures with a4 vengeance,
But who is the parisioner Z—perhaps it 1s some
scoundrel papist.”

% No, Sir John ; he is the industrious and im-
proving proprietor of the foundry, Aaron An-
drews.”

“Ha! Andrews must be protected, and right-
ed too, +f he has been injured. Let the un-
wieldy parcel of flesh and Captain Aylmer ap-
pear before us j—~quick—quick.”

Sbawn flew to execute the message; and he
was instantly lollowed by Ffolliot, who wished to
question him, and whe felt no interest in the in-
vestigation to ensue.

The captamn and bis subordinate were speedily
in the study, mto which Aaron also was admitted
at the same tiume.

“ Well, Andrews,” asked Sir John, on the
former’s entrance, * what proof have you of the
charge you make against this fellow.”

“ My maiden, Hetty Matthews, Sir Joha,
liearkened till the whole scheme ; ond she’s ready
and willin’ to mak an offidavit o* what she aver-
heard at the elin three. She’ll swear, moreover,
Sir John, that he pursued hersel’ ofther, tiil her
terror and danger, for more nor a quarther mile,
until he fell soose intill a ditch.”

¢ Well, sirrah,” said Sir John, “ you hear
Andrews’ cliarge against you ; what have you to
say '—aye—sirrah.” .

T'he serjeant’s jolly, well colored face blazed
like a girl’s, as, alter some stammering attempts,
ke got out:

“I'm not agoing to deny, Sir John, that the
gal might ave a likin’ for me, wot was natrel—"

“ Bessy Ondrews a Hkin’ for ssic a porpus !”
interrupted her father, vehemently: # sae far
fra it, that it was wi’ difficult she could be in-
duced to come intill the parlor, when I used, like
a tule, t’ invite ye in, thinkin’ ye wor 2 God-
fearin’ ond a straight-forward mon, ofter ye res-
cued me fra the rioters on the road, yon market
night. DBut gin she ganged wi’ ye, wi’ her ain
consent, ye maun hae resorted till witcheraft
forit.”

“ Why, truly,” observed Sir Johuo, a smile
flitting across s dark features, “ he seems ra-
ther an extraordinary Romeo for so fair a Juliet.
But, sirrah, did you, in fact, take away the girl,
whether with or against her own consent? no
equivocation. .

“ Nay, Sir Jobn., I will not deny that the
gal and myself ’ad a parley at the Zelm tree, and
that we’d Zagreed that she should %elope with
me. But, ’owever she went, I never set a keye
on her from that *our to this, as my comrades can
make Aaflidavit on, seein’ as *ow that I was never
hout of their sight, the ’ole tune.”

« Hearken not till the villain!’ exclaimed
Andrews, eagerly. “ God knows where he has
her concealed this moment. O, Sir John, gin I
could bring myself to kueel till mortal mon, 1
wad bend at yer feet, to implore ye to see re-
stored till her father, an affectionate child, rear-
ed in the ways of duty and morality, tilt a villain
tempted her fra the path. Remimber, Sir Joha,
ve once had bairns yersel’, ond that I pleadin’
for my daughter—the only child of ber nother
that was dearer till me nor land nor gold—aye,
dear as the apple of my eye.

« If I were certain,” rejoined Sir Johu, start-
led if not aflected by Aaron’s earnest appeal ;—
¢« Aylmer, what has been this fellow’s character
heretofore 1 :

“« The steadiest and most exemplary iu the
troop.”

“ Then he’s an impostor, I'll swear till it,”
said Aaron, eagerly.

« You will excuse the vehemence of poor
Andrews, under the circumstances, Sir Jobn,”
said the rector; “and you know he has always
sustained the character of being a man of the
most unimpeachable credit and veracity.”

% Yes, yes, I know ; and the fellow’s conduct
last night, does not certainly tally with your
high character of him, Aylmer-—(aye, the wealth
of Andrews and her being an only child, was a
heavy templation)—but rather gives color to

boldly edging in his word, * seein’ that his own

the suspicion that he was engaged in some

scheme of his own, wmstead of performing bhis
duty likke an active and u cautious soldier. At
all events, see you that the barracks be minutely
searched for the girl, as well as all the haunts of
himself and comrades, in the town. I shall have
the neighboring locality so strictly searched, that
a cat could not remain undiscovered, und if the
fellow be found (o have been concerned in the
abduction of a loyal Drotestant’s daughter, by
the bones of Black Dick, short time shall he |
bave for repentance in this world.”

# I seek not the mon’s blude, nor his downfadl,”
said Aaron, “let him but gi’ back till me wny
daughter unharmed, cod be shall hae e’en wair
gold nor ever he could expect wi’ her.”

“ No, ne, Andrews,” exclaimed Sir Johno ;—
% justice shall net be compronnsed. If he can
restore lLer to you {or money. 1l take care he
shall do so without it, or black will be his {ate.?

“ Nay, Sir Jolm,” remonstrated the bewilder-
ed and crest-fallen serjeant, © you aint agoing 1o
’ang a man without judge or jury. I can prove
—heasily can I—Dby my comrades, as I’d neither
’and, Aact or part in the gals Zabduction, Zat-
tached as I know she was to me, and Janxious
as 1 was as we should be joined in ’cly wed-
lock.”

“ S0 much the better for yourself if you nre
statng the truth. See, Captain Ayluer, that
the search be wmost strict ; and let Heavisides be
kept in confinement till you hear from e
again.”

Tt shall be done, Sir John,” said the ofiicer,
as be departed with his wronged and chopfallen
sebordinate.

“ Now, Gordon,” resumed the Baronet, when
they were alone, “ I would advise you strongly
to turn a new leal iu your book, or rather to
take a leaf from wine. You see that lenity and
forbearance only embolden those rascally wniere
Irish to outrage and iosurrection. ‘Thank God,
I, at least, cannot accuse myself of encouraging
them by mistaken forbearance.”

|
) !
|
i

be not accelerated by a bullet or a fall,

“1 am by no means so conlident of thar, Ziv
John; the Lynches are a long lived race. Aud
thes there’s that pale faced hussey of a recusaut.
Don’t you think, Sir John, it would be u great
advantage to us both if she were out of the
country.”

“ Why to you, I'tolliot, it would be an adsan-
tage; but I can’t see how hier existence at all
can aflect e,

“ Suppose, Sir Jobn, she was indaeed to be-
coine a conlturinisl, woubl she uot then be an al-

.On tliis evening he was, as usmal, instantiy ad-
mitted, and found Sir John with wine, brandy
and papers hefore him.

¢ Ha, Charley ! be seated—help yourself, and
tell us what’s the mews stuving i our wood
borongh faier than fast uight?s attaek.” °

* Why, Sir John,” ru'-pmnlud Chavley, after
baving romplied with the baane s i'(vi]lll‘:_[‘ “the
last rumor was—thaugh | fear 1 pot rospel —
that you hLad turned papist, wd that Folliot is
appoiuted to the gavernorship.”™

“Hla, Ha, yon will, 1see, like greater and

but did

ditional burvier?  And 1 do confuss that, as that
green boy of mine caunot, you see, be deferred,
by threats or entrenties from cottivumyg tis visits
to her, whatever bewitehment she has  throwa

remaved.,  Would to Gad indeed she were anuee

pout of lds reach, as his senses would then, of

course, return to hin”

“Well there is a1 good deal, I'folliot, i wiat
you have said respecting her possitde change of
creed, and which, I will admit, did often strike
me hefore: and as I see what you are driving
al, to come to the pointut once, [ shall not over-
rule any plan you may bave for changing her ros
sidence and vountry, always, providing that no
violence or injury shall be vliered to o lady Lorn,
recwant though she be”

| would not presume to forin u plan without
your sunction first, SwrJobne It oaly accurred
to me that, if ske were conveyed across the sea,
she might, without changing ber faith, by heing
wduced to take the vell; be effectually debarred
from interfering further with your your views or
mine,”

$ A feastble plan enough, I wust say 5 and
betlunk me that there is an Ursuline convent
near Llheims, the prioress of which would, i
know, take some pains for my sake. [Poor
Agues! had we met earlier, or your hsughty
friends been less stern and wnbending, the world

“ Neither does my conscience accuse me for
having sympathy for the chiliren of misfortune
aud suffering, though surely not with the infen-
tion of encouraging them to crimne.”

“ Aye, but it bas had the effect you see, as
outrage is at present [hnited, i this souanty, to
your district.”

¢ Na, no, Sir John, I deny the inference in
toto. You know that my opinion, of long stand-
ing, has been that it is cruelty and harshuoess that
have been the provocations to crime, and that it
1s the authorities that have need to turn a new
leaf, and try to produce order and submission, by
mildness instead of severity. But we will not
continue to argue where we lave no likelihood
of agreemng; and I see, by that ple of papers,
that you are full of business.”

“Yes, yes, we are pretty sure to have abun-
dance of despatches while we have _such actors
as thuse of last night, astir. In some of these [
have myself got a hard rap over the kauckles
tor—what you would never have thought of ac-
cusing me of—my remissness and want of energy
in keeping down popery ; and Iimagine you may
expect a much severer blow unless you change
your system speedily.”

“ Then let it come, Sir John ; an approving
conscience will be my arimor of proof.”

The rector and Andrews now made therr
bows, the latter somewhat re-assured by the zeal
with which Sir Joln, whose dreaded power and
untiring vigilance he was well aware of, look up
the abduction.

They bad been but a short time gone when
Fiolliot re-entered, exclaiming vehemently,—
“ Those Lynches are cersainly a damnable set.
Do you know it was one of them, I am inform-
ed, that headed the attack last night, in which
my poor dear brother—oh” he put his lhand to
his face for a moment, as 1f unable to proceed
—¢ you will excuse my weakness, Sir John ; but
1 cannot speak or think of my terrible misfor-

tune with any calmness.”

# Pshaw map,” soid the baropet, eyeing him
sternly, ¢ Its natural we should grieve tor the
loss ol a brother, particularly cut off in such a
manner ; but we are made of sterner stull than
to faint for it. But which of these Liynches has
been coneerned in last night’s outrage.”

«Frank Lynch, S Robert’s cousin, and
whoin, you will recollect, Sir John, report states
to be connected with a band of smugglers.”

“ Ha! has that wild bird winged s Might to
these shores agaln 7%

“ 1t appears so, and I understand there were
some seamen—doubtless smugglers—aiding and
assisting him also, Those Lynches are becom-
ing, daily, greater eyesores to the country, and
it would add to the security and comfort of every
loyal man, if they were completely weeded out
of it.” 4

“ Why the head of them, Sir Robert, is tak-
ing all the means in bis power to rid the country
and the world fast of his incumbrance ; and 1f
he but continues hus present career of riot and
debauchery, 1 should fancy the lease of his life,

' ere another year be past, would be but of hitle

might wear a brighter aspeet for us both, and
this steeled heart be not altogether rugged and
desolate as now ! He strode fo tie windnw—
put his hand to lis eyes — turned suddenly and
asked in a toue of much harshness, * Well,
Ffolliot, have you zuy more eligible plan m your
eye " as if ashamed and writated that any ase
should witness the burst of emotion he could not
for the moment control.

« No, it John,”” exclaimed Flolhot, delight-
edly ; ¢ your arrangement is just the partion of
the plan T could not mysell have accomplished,
and which will crown the work, No one would
take the same pains for we as for you; and [
am, | must venture 1o say, Sw Joln, tvo re-
markable for my =zealous loyalty to have a sin-
cere friend among the recusants, eitier here or
on the continent.”

“''ben the plan is easy of accomplishment.—
Bur it must be quietly and cautiously carried
out, lest that neisy, debauched rector, if he
gets scent of the matler, he will make wmore
noise than might be just pleasant. The most
delicate part of the business will be to procure
a vessel, to convey the girl speedily and secretly
to where she can give no more annoyance.”

It was then arranged that Ifolliot and Shawn
and a party, should visit the cottage the en-
suing day, with the double object of searching
for Futher Kilger and ascertainmg the usual
position of its inmates.

CHAPTER XXIL

On the evening of the day, the proceedings of
which have been detailed in the Jast chapter, our
old acquaintance, Charley Rourke, was proceed-
ing towards the castle in order to consult Sir
Jobn respecting zn extensive smuggling transac-
tion of which he had received information.  His
own residence was, as before stated, in one of
the suburbs, and ke was passing along some plots,

over i, I shoutd be mast delighted i she wore

better e, have your jest 10 the cud ;

your et {Solliot Viaday 20 That woes an wwk-
ward aeearreiee fast neht, Ui e s lavtny
oft taa ek griel C the loss even of a bro-
Cidper”

o Ly the hones of S,

1
! 3 Ruthi—parden me for
tthe oath, SSe Join — Eolliot, in gelting ten of
iwelve ahousand poueds by old lsiae’s Tail, ten
sor bHeen vears ewrdier than he eould have cal-
feubated ons i Tide mare grieved i reatity than
L would be your humbie sevvant, Sie Joba, to hear
of the demnse of one of heir bigh migidipesses,
;’ll'.” sUrve; ors general; and that his place fell to
P Clanley Rrke
i Hayhas good ! But were vou tallune with
Elotiot wnd was e canting 27 K

“ Y esSie doha, and be canted hke Parso « —
(bt I won't vex you, Sir Joln, by na vy
wanmes) 5 oand ten the ol smner lookel ag v« tep-
falivn as e did the day I choused bita of the
prog, six yesrs agn at the shore,  Did | ever
teli you the stary s but you're perhaps 1w 09

i liunoe for a story now.”

* st in the vein —— belp yourself .,
Charley—as P've had a dose of business to nun-
seoustiess for the duy 5 and o you telf it in vonr
best style, you may do more thau the win - to
sweelen my bloal.”

* Well then,™ began Charley, after having
emplied bis giass with a smack, and filled angther
without patting the baronet to the 1rouble of -
peating lis solicitation, “ you remember, =t
Jobm, the retivkable year that the Dutel siniz-
gler showed tight and killed some of his majesty™
seaten in the buy.”

“Aye,tu be sure 1 do—the year you were
brought over the coals for being so tervibly visit-
ed with Joss of sight as to pass by the brandy
and tobaceo in e broad day-light.” o

0 very well, Sir Joln,” rejoined Charley,
as he emptied and filled again, * I owe you one
for that.  Any way, Ifolliot awl myself were
stopping foe a few day’s sporting at Bob Cogh-
law’s, that, now that be’s dend, we imay ven-
ture ta say, mide more of defraudiug the king’s
revenge Ioe the last tweaty  years than ali the
oiier men oo the coust, though his venison, his
fish and his brandy got hin the patronage of us
ull, from the governor (bowing) down o the
bumble gauger.  Well, one evemng of great
reveley—Dby the way, Sir John, this brandy 15 as
good as if it was sinuggled—the magistrate and
uy=elfy in our boastings, made a bet as to which
of us should bax the most pame in two or three
liours of the next day, for Ffolliot was certainly
then  fine shot, and I needw’tsay I could pull a
sure (rigger mysclf.  However, iny intention was
not to strive with him then, but to play the skin-
flist,a prank that would be remembered to Lim.
Accordingly, the uext morning, after we had
given our heads a plentiful immersion in cold
water, swallowed some tumblers of hot milk
punch instead of soda-water or buttermilk, and
punished o breakfast that would have wmadea
greenhorn sture, after a hard night’s work, we
prepared to set out on the shooting watch,”

“ Ye were cool and steady then.”

“QOne of us didn’t want to be steady, Sir
John”?
¢ Well, Bill Fiotliot, says myself, ¢ as we’re
to remain out for three or four hours, sureiy

through which there was a by-palh that shorten-
ed his way, when his ear was attracted by the
voices of two persens a little n advance of him.
One of them struck him as famihar; and passing
the parties hastily a few yards, he turned, and,
liaving scrutinized them for 2 moinent, npproach-
ing immechately again, said,in a low and laughing
Lone, )

« Why, Master Frank Lynch, though you’ve
deepened your Milesian complexion 1o a true
Creote pitch, you must alter your voice, too, he-
fore you can be entirely mistaken ; and I would
advise you not to depend loo much on your
transformation, even at thns hour, as I can tell
you a strict search is abroad ;—you understand
me. DPerch yourself, with your youthful com-
panion, in Madden’s hotel, till I see you again in
an hour. [ have something to say to you, and I
would serve you for old recollections’ sake.”
The pair addressed started ; but Charley pass-
ed on with a significant motion of the hand,
but without further words.

Charley was in general an accepted guest at
the castle when the baronet was disengaged, ow-
ing to his fund of humorous anecdote, skill in all
kinds of sports and games and other social quali-

we'll require some refreshments with us, after
the night.’

“ ¢ Small blame to you for that ides, any way
which is worthy of Charley Rorke,” says our
host, laughing ; * and by Jove you shall have the
remains of the decanter and the ham, if you want
ity particularly as we’re sure to have (he port,
you know, (the bet was hall-a-dozen of port).
“Oh, divle « doubt) says I, ¢but well ail
have it at Bil’s expense.’

#¢ [Faith, Charley, you’ll bave to borrow the
price or to run tick forit, says Bill, winking
and examimag his flint.

«< Bebher shin,’ (may be so) says myself’;
s but by the piper that played before Moses, I’m
under a great mistake, or there’ll be an item of
haif-a-dozen of port added to Bill’s six folio’d
accouat. Neddy, Neddy, (the boy that was to
carry the refreshments) put the ham uader,—it
can bear crashing,—and the Lottle on the top,
as it is brittle; put the bread between them and
the tow—there, that'll do now.?

«¢ But when and where’ll meet, Charley 2
says Bill.

“¢ It’s now past twelve,” says myself, boldly ;
¢ let us meet at iwo, hardby the little stream at

ties.

the tuck mill, to snack. Then let us shoot for



