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CALENDAR F1 JANUARY.

JfN'Y 1-Circumcision of Our Lord.
6-Epiphany of Our Lord. Athan. Or.

2nd Sunday after Christmas,
13-lst Sunday after the Epiphany.
20-2nd Sunday after The Epiphany.
25-Conversion of St. Paul.

" 27-3rd Sunday after the Epiphany.

WHY WE HAVE BISHOPS.

(Address delivered by Silas Mc Bee at a public
'mass meeting in Washington during the 9th

Annual Convention of the Brotherhood of
St. Andrews.)

"The Kingdom of Christ, not being a king-
-dom of this world, is Lot limited by the restric-
tions which fetter other societies, political or
religious. It is in the fullest sense freo, com-
prehensive,universal. It displays this character,
not only in the acceptance of all comers who
seek admission, irrespective of race, or aste,
or sex, but also in the instruction and treatment
of those who are already its member3. . . .
Each individual member holds personal com-
muniou with the Divine Head. To Him im-
modiately ho is responsible, and from Him
directly ho obtains pardon and draws strength.
It is most important that wo should keep this
ideal definitoly in view, and I have therefore
stated it as broadly as possible. Yet the broad
statement, if allowed to stand alone, would sug.
gest a false impression, or ut least would con-
voy only a half truth. It must be evident that
no society of mon could hold together without
oflicers, without rulers, without institutions of
any kind ; and the Church of Christ is not ex-
empt from this universal law. The conception,
in short, is strictly ideal, which we must over
hold before our eyes, which should inspire and
interpret ecolosiastical polity, but w'uich, nover-
theless, cannot supersede the necessary wants
of human so"iety, and, if crudely and hastily
applied. will lead only to signal fiilure. As ap-
pointed days and set places are indispensable to
her efficiency, so also the Church could not fui-
fil the purposes for which she exists without
rulors aud teachors, without a ministry or re-
conciliation, in short, without an order of men
who may in some sense bo designated a priest-
hood."

Let me place in the forefront of what I shall
say to you this afternoon theso words from
"The Dissertation upon the Christian Ministry,"
by Bishop Lightfoot, whose profound leurning
commands confidence and respect fur beyond
the borders of the -Anglican Communion. And
while under the spell of bis resistless logic,
allow ne to terpret this priesthood, this
Christian ministry, by other quotations trom
bis "Dissertations on the Apostolie Age."

" The priest may be defined as one who re-
presonts God to man and man to God. It is
moroover, indispensable that he should be called
by God. for no man 'taketh this honor to him.
self.' The Christian ministry satifies both these
conditions. Of, the fulfilment of the latter the
only evidence within our cognizance is the fact

that the ministry is called according te a
divinely appointed order. If the precoding in-
vestigation be substantially correct, the three-
fold ministry can be traced to apostolic direc-
tion, and short of an express staternent we can
possess no better assurance of a Divine appoint-
ment, or, at least, a Divine sanUtion. If the
facts do not allow us to uncburch other Christ:-
ian communities differently organized, they
may, ut least, justify our jealous adhesion to a
polity derived from this source. . . The
evidunce for the early and wide extension of
Episcopacy throughout pt-oconsular Asia, the
scene of St. John's latest labors, may be coin-
sidered irrefragable. . . . It bas been seen
that the institution of an Episcopate must be
placed as fur back as the closing years of the
first century, and that it cannot, without viol-
ence to historical testimony, be dissociated from
the name of St. John. . . . 'One body,' as
well as 'one spirit, this is the apostolic rule. No
natural interpretation ean b put on those
.words which does not recognize the obligation
of external, corporate union. Circumstances
may prevent the realization of the Apostle's
conception, but the ideal must be ever present
to our aspirations and our prayers. . . .
When I speak of ber position I refer alike to
polity and to doctrine. In both respects the
negativo, as well as the positive, bearing of her
position bas to be considered. She bas retained
the form of Church governmont inherited from
the Apostolie times, while she bas shakon off a
yoke which even in mediSval timos our fathers
found too heavy to beur, and which subsequent
developments have rondered tenfold more op-
pressive. She bas remained steadfast in the
fa!ih of Nicoa, but she has never compromised
herself by any declaration which may entangle
ber in the mesbes of science. . . . The
doctrinal inheritance of the past is horsi; and the
sciOntific hopes of the future are hors. She is
intermediate, and she may become mediatorial
when the opportunity occurs. It was this two-
fold inheritance of doctrine and polity whieh I
had in viev when Ispolce of the essentials which
could in no circumstanco be abandoned. Beyond
this, it scems to me, that large concessions
cou Id b made. . . . But while we 'lengtbon
our cords' we must 'strengthen our stakes'
likowise. Indeed, this "strengthening of our
stakes will alone enable us to lengthen our cords
with safety when the storms are bowling
around us. We cannot afford to sacrifice any
portion of the faith once delivered to the saints;
we cannot suriender for any immediate ad-
vantages the threefold ministry which we have
inberited from apostolic times, and which is tne
historie backbone of the Church."

Bishop Lightfoot in the above words says
plainly, wo have Bishops because the Christian
Church bas known no other system of govern-
ment as historie, as existing from the beginning.
In reverent response to those words of God in
the olden time, " Oh that my people would con-
sider." let us, as in His presence, face the facts
of history and consider them as bearing on the
principles essential to the unity of Christen-
dom.

We may not enter the domain of more partisan
debate. Wc dure not pass judgment upon those
whose convictions while ditfering from our own
are as sincore and abiding as our own. We
shall not presume to question the presence of
the Spirit of God in the ministry and sacra.
monts of non-episcopal bodies, when on all sides
we sec the manifold fruits of the Spirit. We
shall not discuss thb theory of .Episcopacy, at-
tractive and convincinug though it b, from that
standpoint. We shall not even diseuss the in-
trinsie worth of the Historie Episcopate as a
system of government, though wo believe it can
bo provod to have been the bulwark of defense
for individual liberty through the ages as
against tyranny on tho one side and anarchy on
the other. Passing by all these interesting

phases of the Historie Episcopate, let us conien
ou'rselves to this one question Do the facts of
history justify the claim made by the Bishops of
the Anglican Communion in their appeul to
Christendom for unity, when with the Script-
ures, the Creeds and the Sacrameits they place
the Historic Episcopate as one of the essenials
to such unity ? Not presuming te speak froim
God's stand point, but speaking from man's point
of view, fact precedes theory, precedes dogma.
Man existed before any theory af bis existence
was formed. The Church of God of the old dis-
pensation existed a thousand years before tie
Canon of the Old Testameet was completed.
And so the Incarnation was a faet before there
was any theory of the Incarnation. The Cruci-
fixion was a fact bofore there was any. theory of
the Crucifixion, and se, too. with the Resurree-
tion. So the Christian Church with ber
ministry was a fact long before any theory ex-
isted as te the Church or her ministry. It ex-
isted many years before a lino of the New
Testament was written. It existed at lest
three hundred years before the Canon of the
New Testament was completed.

Ail Christendom practically accepts the early
Church as a sufficient witness to establish the
authenticity of the Seriptures, the validity of
the two Sacranients as generally neceessary to
salvation and differontiated from- the miany
pious customs of early days, the Creeds, the
keeping the First Day instead of the Seventh,
and the practice ofinfaut Baptism. Why, then,
discredit the witness as te the Historie Episco-
pute when the testimony as to the fact of
episcopal government is just as clear and rests
upon as sure foundations as the testimony to
any of the above faets. This testimony con-
tinues unbroken and practically universal for
fifteen centarios, and in the nineteenth centuryv
an overwhelming majority of Christendom con-
tinues the dam.e testiiony. The SchafY lIersag
Encyclopaedia gives 81 per cent. of Chrstendom is
Episcopal. Empanel Uie jury and examine the
centuries as to the facts. Fifteen conturies give
one voice: The history of Christianity is the
history of Episcopacy, and the history of
Episcopacy Li the history of Christianity. Tley
are one and inseparablo. Examine the nine-
teenth century, and of 477.000,000 Christianîs
in the world, nearly 400,000,000 testify to the
same facts brought out by the first fiftecr
centuries. As a lawyer, were I to prusent such
a case on sncb teslimony to a jury, the verdict
would b rendered without lcaving the jury-
box.

While discussing statistics, go with me to
Whitaker's English Almanac, and sec what the
Anglican Bishops, who make this appeal fou
unity, represent. Religions statistics of the
English speaking peoples of the world show:

Episcopalians.............................. 2S .750,000
Methodists of ail cocriptions ....... 18.500.000
Roman Catholics. ....................... 15,300,000
Presbyterians of ail descriptions...... 12,000,000
Baptists of ail descriptions ............ 9,200,000
Congregationalists....................... 6,100,000
Freethinkers of variou' kinds......... 5,000.000
Unitarians of various kinds............ 2,500,000
Minor Religions Sects.... ........ 5,000.000
Lutheran, German or Dutch......... 2.500,000
Of no particular religion......... ..... 16.000,000

This appeal comos therefore from tho largest
body of English-speaking Christians. ton mil-
lions larger than any other. Thon remember
that the Anglican Communion is a unit. Tho
Methodists, the Presbytorians. the Baptists are
divided into hundreds of subdivisions. The per-
centage of membership is decreasing, w hilo the
number of denominations is increasing. Is it
net calm reason which says these facts point
to Episcopacy as a conserving, constructing,
unifying system, white non-Episcopacy .oms
to be disintegrating, disorganizing, destructive?
Take a hurried review. The Christian world hs
nover been united oxcept under the Historie
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