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owe to God? Uader the old dispensation God
required the tenth of the increase, and He
certainly requires a8 much 88 this under the

pew. A less proportion was never heard of in
any sge of the Church. Even many of the
. heathen gave a tenth of their possessions for
‘the promotion of their idclatrons warship.
The offerings of the Church, including the
personal tithe, supported all the poor up to the
time of the Reformation, It was Qieen Eliza-
beth who was obliged to make the firat poor-
rate—the result of the dissolution of the monas-
teries. And what a tale ia told of the prinocely
offerings of the Middle Ages by their splendid
grobitectural remains | Does not the testimory
of that age form & noble contrast to the gradg.
ing spirit of our times, when men will give
only when they have their foelings wrought
upon; when the amount obtained, we will say,
for example, for missions, depends very
materinlly upon the ability of the sermon, or
the eloquence of the speech at the annual mis-
sionary meeting! Compare our religious so-
cieties advertising, agitating. beggiog, almost
cringing, for the sake of an income—compare
them with the Macedoniaus pressing ronnd the
Apostle St. Paul, and begging him with much
entreaty, to sccopt the gift; and say whether
the statement that ‘* covetousness is tho beset-
ting sin of the modern Christian Churoh” is not
airoe charge.

The immediate welfare of Christ’s kingdom,
the Church, is a sacred trost solagnly commit
ted to each individual memberthereof. Itdoes
not rest eotirely upon the vestry, or upon a
few prominent members, bu* it rests npon all
alike who have been signed with the sign of
the cross. Not a single person can shirk the
responsibility without being guilty of sin. Roe
ligion, while it is free, was never intended to
be cheap, We must remember that there are
some fferings that God spurne and despises
He will not accept the sacrifice which is cheap,
which coxts us nothing ; for it is no racrifice
st all. God requires us to give mo liberally
that we munat feel that we have made & ssori-
fico. What an awful charge God makes against
thore who withbold their tiihes from Him;
“Will a man robGod? Yet ye have robbed
me. Bat ye say wherein have we robbed
Thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed
with & enrse, for yo have robbed me.”

Might not God use the same langusge to
many in the Church today and jusily charge
them with robbery—people who do not pay
God what they owe Him, who keep back all that
they csn and pay only that which, for decency's
sake, they are obliged to pay? They play the
role of the delinquent debtor in the Church of
God, and they will be visited with a curse, as

" gurely as the buginess man who fails to pay al)
his obligations will, in doo time go to the wall.
The curse, very often, is in the man's own
heart, His life must be as barren of good as
the broad field which receives the rain and the
sunshine, but gives back no verdure or fertility.
Barrenness is & curse in itseif. It requires not
the judgment of God. With the means of mak-
ing himself and others happy, such a man
lives only to be despised and mirerable. The
poor mnever bless him. The widow ard the
fatherless never mention him &s their friend or
bonefuctor; and as for his church dues, he bhe-
gins to pructice economy on them first of all:
and when he pays, long after it has become
due, even his pew rent for which he hss
bargained, he flatters himsolf that he is per.
forming & beantifal act of charity.

God demands the tenth, That is the mini-
mum, and that man only who gives more than
the tenth can Jay a just claim to being gener-
ous, It God demands the tenth, your available
income is dimiuished by a tenth and you must
live accordingly. You must not practice econ-
omy upon God, You must not plead that you
have a certain position to keep up. If your
position is more expensive than you can afford,
you must descend from your position and take

up & Jower one, and live within your income.
You must dress less expensively; you muat
live more moderately, You must not reduce
your payments to God to indulge your tastes
and extravagancies, You oasnot plead with
God that you have a certain position to keep
up. You oaonot plead a human and conventionsl
arrangement as & get-off to & divine decres, The
conscience that will do that must be seared
with & hot iron. The jidgment of our lives
is being made up here and now. And it is be.
ing made up very accurately. Figares cannot
lie. What we give to Gud, and how we give
it, tells how muoh we love God. Remember
that what you give is not given to the minister,
or to the congregation, or to the Episcopal
Churoh, but it is given to God and rightfally
belonge to Him as a debt from y.u to Him.

No maop was ever the peorer for what he
gave from a pure motive for the glory of God
and the good of His Charch. Aud it is only
when we give 80 ag to feel it, g0 as to make
gelf denial neceseary, that wo know the full
luxury of giving, the valae of property as a
means whereby may be ministered to us the
most exalied happiness. In religion, as in
cther things, God has wirely ordered it, that it
we will not work, neither shall we eat; if we
will not do our daty we shall nat be blessnd.
The Christian who pever loses tight of self,
whose sole anxiety is about bis own hope and
welfare, who puts forth no earnest efforts for
the Church or for others, will find his religio=
very barren of comfort. The more we dec to
blesss others the more we ourselves are blessed.
While watering others, our own gouls are re-
fresbed, The less selfish, the more Christ-like
is our charsocter, the more will our graces
flourish. The -ctive, working, painstaking,
self denying, liberal Christian is always blessed;
his hope is slways bright, his faith strong, and
his goul joyfol in God; while the indolent,
ease 1aking, selfish, penurions professor is al:
ways complaining.

NEWS FROM THE HOME FIELD.
DIOCESE OF NOVA SCOTIA.

Axuxrsr.—The long silence on the part of

your correspondent from this parish has cer-
tainly not been caused by any lethargy in the
work of the Church, for thut goes en as me
thodically as usual, On Ash Wednesday ser-
vices were held morning and ovening. The
ficat Sunday in Lent thero wae sn early cele-
bration st 8 o'clock, matins at 11 o'clock, and
sormon by Rev. H. A, Harley  Rector of St
James Charch, Piotou, whioh was full of chaste
snd beautiful languago, delivered witn all the
grace of a trne orator, and listened to with rap:
attention, At Evensong Rev. D. Bliss was the
preacher. Throngh the indefatiguble energy
of Rev. V. B. Harris, Vicar, 8 mission was
opened some time ago &t Fort Lawrence, about
two miles from this parish, which has been suc
cessfully carried on, and on the First Sanday
in Lent we saw a tangible proof of his work io
the opening of the pretty little chapel of ‘-8t
Alban's the Martyr.,” At 11 o’clock there were
#peoial prayers, ma‘ins, sermon, aud s celebra
tion of the Holy Communion, the Vicar off
oiating. At three o'clock, the Litany and short
addresses by Revs, C. F. Wiggins, H. A. Har-
ley and H. Howe, Evensong st 7, and rermon
by Rev. H. A. Harley. Offertories throughout
the day for tho building fund. Special rervices
were algo beld on the four followiog days, viz:
Monday, at7, Rev. J. R. 8. Parkinson ; Taesday
at 7, Rev. Chas. Wilson; Wednesday, at'7, Ruv.
H, H. Pitman ; Tharsday, at 7, Rev. 8, Gib-
bons. Theo interior of this neat little chapel is
finished ip birch, janiper, ash, sprace and pine.
The cornice, crestings and bslts &re imitation
cherry and walont, The wood work was done
by Higgs Bro's., of River Philip, and refloots
oredit on the firm. The staining and varnish-
\ing by Mitchell and Sinart. The seats are free,

The Vicar and lsity are to be congratnlated
upon the result of their gelf.denying labours,

DIOCESE OF FREDERICTON.

Sr.-JoEN.—Rev. Mr. Lloyd, of Toronto, the
new rootor of the Rotheray church, has arrived,
and will enter on his duties immediately. His
wife and two children camo with him. He
was obap'ain of tho Quoon's Own Rugimont,
and very popalar.

AOXNOWLEDGMENTS. — 81 — Will you be
good enough to allow me to pabliely thank
Mra. Medley, of Frederioton, for a gift of linen
for the H ly Tsbloin 8. Luke's, Biio Verte,
and 880 to thank the committee of tho 8. P,
C. K., in the Diocese of Krederioton (Re .J. O,
Crisp, sceretary), for their grust of ten dollars
worth of books tewards a Sunday school
library for Baie Vo te. Those whe are inter—
anted in the work we have tukon in hand to do
will be glad to lrarn that we have very good
congregations st Baie Verto, at Port E'zin and
st Tidnoish, tha lust place being in the Diccese
of Nova Scria.  Youurs very traly,

C. A. Farnonm.

DIOCESE OF MONTREAL,

Y.onTREAL.—St. Martin's —Tho Reotor of
tais Parish, the Rev, G. O, Troop, as well in

his Looten pastoral 83 in his sermon on the
Sunday preceding Lont, referred to the quostion
of freo seats and expressed his convietion that
all the sittings in Gad’s House should bo free
from sny rental, saying that bis hooest onvia-
tion was ‘' it is morally wrong to ront sittings in
God s House. Tho scnse of this wrong has
troubled me ever since I ontered upon the min.
istry of this parish, avd my conscience rofasen
to allow me 1o endure the reproach any longer,
[ cannot continue 1o minister among you unlees
ull puyments towards tho sapport ot tho Church
are left to the voluntary offorings of the people,’
He suggested in place of the pow renting sys--
tem, the following plan:

1. That all members of the congregation
shonld continne to ocvupy by common consent
their sconstomed sittings,

2. That straugors should as usual bo shown
to sests by thesidesmen, .~

3 That no member of the congregation should
have the right to objeot should he find his own
usual seut occupied by a stranger.

4. That Mutoal Christian Quurtesy should
take the place of legal right in the oocupancy
of the sittings,

6. That the ‘Envelopo system,’ (so called)
shounld be adopted to meet the finuncial loss of
the pew rents; that is to say i—

6. Thbat each member of the congregation be
aeked of his own free will to contribute & defia-
ite sum, varying in amount according to ubility,
towards the necessary cxpenses of the Churvh,

7. That as far a4 possible this sum should be
prosented in weekly instalmonts tbrough the
uffertory us give 1 to God.

8. That each contributor should be provided
with & numbered envelope in which to enclose
his weekly offoring.

9. That a systematic account of the issue and
rotarn of vhese envelopes should he kept either
by the Finaucial Warder cr uu officer appointed
for the parpose.

A special Vestry meoting was called for the
evening of the 24th, Lo cousider tho Reotor's
suggestion, and st that meeting the proposal
wug unsnimounsly sgreed to, and St. Martin's
will hereufter be ranked amongst the number
of free seat churches,

Great satisfaction has been cxpressed at this
result, and some seem to reguid it as phonome-
nal, and forget that the Church of 8t. Join the
E.angelist, ot which the Rov. E. Wood, M.A.,
is Reotor, has been from iws very commencement




