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"24th-St. Matthias, Ap. & M1.

titude of fingers in preparing articles for a.fair
that are too busy te take up the primary work
of the Gospel. In fact, ihe ability of a parish
ie too often tested and its excellence deter-
mined by the success of its sociables, its festi-
vais, and its faire. Pasters £ind ladies and
societies grow restless if they are nOt so en-
gaged. The cry le, "Let us do something; y)
and wben the clergyman replies, " Certainly;
have you visited Mrs. B. yet, She needs your
sympathy. Please cali at Mr. C.'s, wbere
there are several children who ought to b in
the Sunday-school. Ask your neighbors to
corne te church -with you. look rip the siaki
in your neighborhood, and let me know of any
needs that may be expressed; " and, would you
believe it? they don't dd it. The truth se
they are net looking that way. There is no
money in it to help pay for carpets and
eushions, or parish improvements; and it
seoems as though this age had been educated te
believe that this was the whole duty of man.

We write feelingly and earnestly on this
subject, because wo writa from sad experience,
and because we fear that the spirit of worldli-
ness in spiritual things je eating the very life
out of our dear old Church in this Canada of
ours.

God, infalllibly true,; the latter e humai his-
tory, authentic and reliable.

Shortly after'the Ascension, we find two new
mon added to the number of the 4postles, viz:
St. Paul, by the direct appointment of our Lord
Himeolf,i ad St. Matthias, by the action of the
e] iven, te aether with the consient cfUbe Ohnrch.
[Acts i., 15-26.] But forther; whoever the
&. iptures cati an Apostle, we muet allow te
IaUe becu possessed of that office. The follow-
ing are examples, viz: Barnabas, Acte xiv., 14;
James, the Lord's brothers, Gal. i., 19; Epaph-
roJitus, Philippians ii., 25: Timothy and Sil-
vfnus, 1 Thess. i., 1: and ii., 6; and others.
iloreover, St. John speaks of Apostles [Rev. il.
2, and xviii., 20), wben he was doubtless the
only one of the twelve then living.

In the centuries following the first we fimd an
order of men called bishops, superior to presby-
ters and deacons, administering the affairs of
the Church. Irenoeus, Bisbcp cf Layons, or-
daiaod by Po]ysarp cf Smyrna who was l-
soif ordained by St. John, says: " The Apostles
desired to have those in all things perfect and
unreprovable, whom they left to be their suc-
cessors, and to whom they committcd their own
APOrOLIC authority." He also states that the
succession of all these bishops ean be traced [as
was his own] to the holy Apostles.

Why thon were they not called Apostles ?
Theodoret says: " In process of time those who
succeeded to the Apostolic office loft the name
of Apostle to the Apostles, etrictly so-called,
and gave the naine of bishop [the naine bishop,

28th-Sexaesima up to this time, had been used interchangeably
gP OSTOLICAL SUCCESSION with presbyter, to designate the second ordbr]

to those who succeeded to the Apostolie office."
TO SUBSCRIBERS IN NEW BRUNSWICH, What je it? It is that the Apostolic order of This same fact is asserted by several other re-

NOVA SCOTIA AN) ONTAREO. ninistry was distinct and superior, and that, as liable writers of the Primitive Church. St. Ig-
an order, it was made permanent. natius, Bishop of Antioch, who suffered martyr-

W. B. Srtw, Esq., is the only person, (Clergy a dom A.D. 107 : also Tertullian, Origen, St.
excepted), at present authorized to solicit and Ail are agreed that the twelve Aposties, dur- Cyprian, Eishop of Carthage, St. Ambrose of
recaive payment of Subscriptions in New Bruns- ing thoir lives, exercised, by divine appoint- Milan and an host of others, bear witness tothe
wick and Nova Scotia. ment, an office and authority superior to that divinely instituted ministry of the Church in the

of the elders, whom they ordained in ail the three orders of bishops, priests and deacons,
churches, and the deacons upon whom they laid And St. Jerome, in the fourth century, esays of

Ma. JoHN BuRNAM, of Cobourg, bas been . . . the bishops: " They are all successors of the
appointed General Travelling Agentfor Ontario their handS. But that this office is perpetual, Apostles." This ie not a tithe of the evidence
for the CUUnoR GUARDIAN and we bespak for al are not agreed. Let us, therefore, look, for which can be produced on this subject, proving
hm the kindly assistance, of Clergy and -Laitya moment, ta our Lord's commission to His it beyond all reasonable doubt.

y Apostles, as rendered in the last chapter of St. Ail admit that after the third century the
fa the several Parishes and Diocoses. Matthew. The audience consisted of all the Church was uniformly governed by bishops. If

thon those bishops, as the Fathers certainly be-
THE SPHERE FOR UCFRISTIAN Apostls, and of none but Apostles, Christ gave lieved, were successors of the Apostles, the

REFORT to them a command impossible te Le accomp- bishops of later times, deriving their orders
lisied by them as individuals, viz: " Go ye into from thom, are likewise possessed of the sane

Christian enorgy ls oftenmisdirected, Things all the world, and teach (i.e. miake disciples of) Apostolic authority-The .Diocese, 1876.

of secondary importance assume the place of all nations, baptizing thom," &c., [se6 alse St.
those primary in their character. This is par- Mark xvi., 15]. He also gave them a promise WE are again obliged, through want of space,
ticularly true in this day. If we should go to impossiblo to he realized in the lives of those to hold over a number of items of Home Field
the Saviour to ascrtain what work Christians eleven men: "L l I am with you alway, aven News, severai lettere sud Editorial Notices sud
are to do, and about what they ara to busy to the end of the world." Just before His as- Bock Notices. We muet again plead fer brevity
themeelves, ive should soon learn the various cension [Acte i., 8], our Lord said to the eleven: on tEe part cf erreepondente.
ways in whichi we are to carry the message of "Ye shaLl be my witnesses unto the uttermost
the Gospel to our brethren. By the influence parts of the earth." Did they, as individuals, CORRESPUNDENCE.
of example, and by definite labor, we are to carry the Gospel te every part of the world ?
bring Our fllows te a knowledge of the love of to America, for instance? In St. John xx., 21, fie ne cf cobuewondnt usC ini sese e
God, and to the rich banquet He provides for He says te them: "As my Father bas sont Me Editor wil noC hoid himself respontie, however, for any

ail who will come to the fest of good things eVen se Bond I ycu." 0cr Lord accempliehed
enjoyed under Gospel privileges. The chief Hie wcrk, Le., tEe redemptien cf aM mon, beforo LIOCESAY THEOLOGICAL COIIEGE.
concern of a Christian' je to roach human souls HO lot thie cartE. If tEe cemparisea bore
and Win thm to christ. vy act of mey,hng, the Apsts muet To the Editr of TE CEc GURN

sud in horate hris. ]lvor se cf nery, ikowiso fiuisE,. tholirs; i. e', muet proach tho zeSe-ccfgtepcca eoti
every word of sympathy, every deed of krind- Gospel to r bofor thoir commis-
nces by the sick bed, every word of invitation Sien is fuifihled, sud thoir wcrk ended. Thu n
spoken-all these fulfil this duty of preaching WO 800 that, y the natare et thoir appoiniment tEe Guâ.nnîN cf tEe 101h met., you ssk the

the Gospel. When this kind of work is done botE the offie and werk cf tIe Apestions-
theLet bift c tosofatE priEthremeant toe opptual. let. Has tic LegiBlature power te grant sach

to the best ability of those in the parish, thereapplication.
may be room for other efforts; but net until have We tEst Thoy did raise ohor mon te tEe 2nd. le il wfse te iresse tEe numher of de-
this ability has been shown. Same Office te he their Succeseors; in short,îhst gree-giving Lodies. Ie thora net danger cf les-

But wbat are the efact of the case in tanyEe Ordr bas actuaily been per " us
of our congregations? You can get ton ladies to lnewiedge on tEls point muet -ho derived from tie power siready possesed tErougl the Uni-

the New Testament, for the firet century, snd vorsîty oflBishop'e Coellae , Lenuorville, wbici
help got up a supper, where you con get one to frem tEe writinge cf the Paliers, fer the suc- appertains te tEe Diccese cf Montreai, s wel
do tie work ixedicated. Yen o8nonliet a mal- oeeding centuries. Tho fermer Le the Word cf as thst of Qnebeo.
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